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Monthly Calendar of Events

	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	8 – Glen Marangelo and Chris Fagan:  About the Five Valleys Land Trust; Easter and BYOT to follow.
	9 – 
	10 – Game Night 6:45


	11
	12
	13
	14

	15 – Great Freedom
	16
	17 – Game Night 6:45


	18
	19
	20
	21

	22 –  Margery Palmer, Kathy Reich, Dove Flanery:  “Coyote Wants to Know What Money Will Buy”; BYOT to follow.
	23
	24 – Game Night 6:45
	25
	26
	27
	28 – Reverend Alex Holt:  “Slowing Down in A Crazy World”, 1-4PM; Potluck Dinner 

	29 – Reverend Alex Holt:  UUism and Buddhism; BYOT to follow.
	30 
	1 – Game Night 6:45
	2
	3
	4
	5 

	6 – TBA
	7 - Women’s Lunch 12:00 China Buffet
	8 – Game Night 6:45
	9
	10
	11
	12


"We did not weave the web of life. We are merely a strand in it."
— Chief Seattle
Notes from the Top
For me, Unitarian Universalism is a faith without criticism or guilt where one's search to understand the Mystery that is life is honored in a supportive community which makes no demand about belief. The tolerance of different beliefs by Unitarian Universalism, starting centuries ago, is the underlying principle of, the very foundation for, religious freedom.  Fundamentalist religions in particular would do away with tolerance, and UUs can lead the way in reminding the world of the importance of tolerance of different beliefs.  We also should show tolerance and patience for ourselves in our own search.  

The following is an excerpt from Letters to a Young Poet, 1903 by Rainer Maria Rilke which suggests one philosophy in the search for life's meaning:

“Go into yourself ... ...I would like to beg you dear Sir, as well as I can, to have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and to try to love the questions themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign language. Don't search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would not be able to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, someday far in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answer.” 

May we all live our way into the answers.   

Keep the faith, Bonna Graham-Hall
3 Parts to Weekend with UU Minister
Reverend Alex Holt, a UU minister and Buddhist monk from the Seattle area, will be spending the weekend of April 28-29 with us. We will have a potluck dinner with him on Saturday evening, and he will lead the service Sunday.

He is also offering a meditation workshop, "Slowing Down in a Crazy World," on Saturday from 1-4 pm, at the Fellowship.  The workshop will be limited to 25 attendees with a free-will donation.  If you or a friend are interested in attending, please RSVP by April 15 to Bonna at bgrahamhall@gmail.com or 549-4808. It will be advertised to the general public after April 15 if fewer than 25 sign up from the Fellowship.

"Building Your Own Theology" 

“Building Your Own Theology" is in progress, with sessions after the service on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays in April.  As part of the class, each person will develop an "elevator speech", which answers the question – what do UUs believe?  The speech describes one’s religious philosophy in the time it takes to ride up a few floors in an elevator.  Some samples from fellow UUs are shown below: 

~~"UU is a religion that will accept different beliefs.  I agree with the UU idea that the “practice” of a member is more important than the “beliefs” of

that member. As long as I continue to learn along my own path and continue to become a better person, helping and accepting others along the way, I know I've found a home."

~~" I'm not so much looking for like-minded people as I am people who don't mind if we aren't alike. The openness of a UU congregation is very attractive to me.  I know that I can talk to a UU Christian, and they won't try to convert me.  I can talk to a UU Buddhist and learn something new (I

know very little about Buddhism).  Or, I can talk to other UU Pagans and find people who agree with me on a lot of subjects (or not)."

~~"Through all of this, I've held the belief that people should be allowed to believe as they choose, no one path is the correct one for everybody, and

there's wisdom to be found in almost every religion. In UU, I like the fact that I am free to find and follow my own spiritual path, in company with

other religious liberals." 

Book Discussion Group

The Eclectic Readers will discuss E. M. Forster's A Passage to India, on April 9 at 7:30 pm at the home of Ellen Strommen, 3646 Brandon Way. The May selection is Barack Obama's The Audacity of Hope. You’re welcome to come as often or as infrequently as you like.  For more information, contact Bonna at bgrahamhall@gmail.com or 549-4808.

April Movie

Movie Night is Saturday evening, April 14, 7:00 at the Fellowship, featuring "The Front," Woody Allen's story of blacklisted producers and writers during the McCarthy era.

Membership Information Class

On Sunday, April 15, there will be a "Getting to Know UU/UUFM" session for those considering membership.  April 22 will be the last membership ceremony before the Annual Meeting on June 3.  You must be a member for 30 days before the Annual Meeting to be eligible to vote on congregational matters.  If you are interested in attending “Getting to Know UU/UUFM,” please tell Bonna by April 14.

April 22 Program

On April 22 the program will be a dramatic reading "Coyote Wants To Know What Money Will Buy” from God’s Dog by Webster Kitchell. This was our Fall Adult Religious Education program. Margery Palmer will lead the Program with Cathy Reich and Dove Flannery participating in the performance. 

Capital Fund

The board of trustees is establishing a Capital Fund to be used for a new (to us) facility. This is a special, interest-earning fund, separate from our operating account, with donations and pledges earmarked for a new building. Having an established, growing Capital Fund for 3 years is a requirement for obtaining a low interest loan from the UUA. New pledge forms for the UUFM Operating Budget and the Capital Fund will be available on April 22 at the performance of "Coyote Wants to Know What Money Will Buy?"

Youth RE Update

The youth RE program will be sponsoring a Yard Sale and Plant Sale Saturday, May 5 at the Fellowship house (7:30-4:30).  Proceeds will be divided evenly between the UUFM Capital Campaign and a social justice cause to be selected  by the children.  Your donations of toys, household items, books, clothes, sports equipment, small 

appliances, tools etc would be much appreciated.  If you have houseplants or outdoor garden plants that could be divided to produce new plants, the children will be able to learn how to pot up small plants for sale.  

Donated items can be left in the children’s RE room upstairs at the Fellowship house.  Large items can be labelled and left on the back porch or in the garage.  If you need more information or wish to volunteer some time, please contact Marleen Ochs at 745-2548 or mtochs@blackfoot.net .

OWL Teacher Training

The local University Congregational Church is hosting an “Our Whole Lives” sexuality education teacher training session May 18-20 in Missoula. Both Marleen Ochs and Lisa Thomas from UUFM are planning to take part in this training. Two members from the Bozeman Fellowship are also coming up to participate.  This is a wonderful opportunity to train teachers right here in town.  If you are interested in learning more about the program, please contact Bonna Graham-Hall, bgrahamhall@gmail.com or 549-4808.

Officers and Committees for 2007-2008

At the Annual Meeting on June 3, we will vote on officers, committee chairs, and leaders/co-leaders for the next church year.  If you are interested and can help with any of the committees or offices, or if you need more information on job descriptions, talk to Bonna Graham-Hall or one of the current officers.  There are both co-leading options and member options.  Some suggestions have been made already, but volunteers are not only welcome but encouraged.  The more, the merrier!  

If an office seems more than you can handle alone, carve off a more manageable piece and serve as a co-leader.  Available offices and committees are shown at the end of the newsletter along with the current office holders.

 Budget Work

The Board of Trustees is starting work on the 2007-2008 Budget in preparation for canvass and the Annual Meeting.  Send budget needs to Barbara Berens, bberens@co.missoula.mt.us and lovelyberens@msn.com.

Church of the Larger Fellowship

Our UUFM fellowship joined the Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF) this year to have access to more resources, especially their services and programs which are complete with readings, music suggestions, and sermons.  We have used a few of them this year.  They also have books, movies, and tapes available to borrow.  

Recently, this announcement was sent about other resources they offer.  There is a free, ongoing online class from the CLF's Learning Center titled "For New Unitarian Universalists", taught by the Rev. Dr. Lynn Ungar.   Here's the course description:

"This is a four week introduction to Unitarian Universalism that we hope all new CLF members will take. It covers basic UU beliefs, history and

organization. There are opportunities to ask questions and discuss the readings.  What makes Unitarian Universalism a religion?  What makes the

Church of the Larger Fellowship different from other UU congregations? How can a new member connect to this congregation which never meets in person?"

The link to CLF's Learning Center is http://www.clfuu.org/learn.  Also, there are study guides available for free on the Beacon Press website.  For example, the link to "A Chosen Faith," a book we have used for an adult RE class in the past, may be found at: http://www.beacon.org/client/uu_guides/index.cfm#guides.

UU Camp Laforet in

Carbondale, Colorado

July 29 to August 4

Did you ever think about going to a UU summer camp or spending a week in Colorado during the summer?  Why not combine the two and come to Camp LaForet in Carbondale, Colorado?  Located at the foot of Mt. Sopris between the hot springs in Glenwood Springs and the music festival in Aspen, Camp LaForet has activities for all: workshops and support groups for adults, a children's program led by experts, and a special haven for teens and young adults.  

Workshops may include music, massage, yoga, poetry, drama, mindfulness, nutrition, dance, meditation, and more.  Afternoons are free for hiking, rafting, trips to surrounding areas, massage, games, and the gifts you bring to share.   Evenings feature such activities as Dances of Universal Peace, talent night, and the Friday Night Party.  Of course, there will be plenty of time to see old and new friends and just hang out, too.  Come join in the fun!  We'll be celebrating Camp LaForet's 50th anniversary in 2008!

Please explore our website for more information or to register:  http://www.camplaforet.com.

UUFM Board of Trustees Meeting

 March 4, 2007

Present:  President Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Cragg, Barbara Berens, Margery Palmer, Ellen Strommen

ADMINISTRATION:

Correspondence:  There was some discussion of a recent e-mail from John Garrity regarding possible candidates for a part time/interim minister for next year. 

Also a nice card came from Eleanor Weidman thanking the Fellowship for keeping in contact and congratulating us on the 45th anniversary we recently celebrated.

Minutes of the Board meeting of Feb 22, 2007 were approved.

In her Treasurer’s report, Barbara B. indicated that there was little to report; the bills are paid, income is deposited, but there has been no new or atypical action which would require the Board’s attention.

Bonna noted that Nancy Bowen will be away from the MDD office for the month of March to recover from surgery.

General Assembly received some attention.  Registration has begun; the early bird rate of $280 (cf $325 regular) is in effect until April 30.  First Unitarian of Portland is offering Bed and Breakfast in homes for $60 singles, $65 couples.  There was some discussion of GA arrangements for UUFM members.  There is some stipend money available. Who is interested in going?  Who might seek B&B housing, maybe share an accommodation? What about transportation –who might drive out together? Fellowship delegate? Further discussion was deferred until the April 1 Board meeting.

As an aside, this is the final year for participating in the Whale Coast Tours following GA.  Those who have been on them recommend the tours highly.

Jeremy Taylor will present a Dream Work workshop in Kalispell on Saturday, March 17, 9:30—4:30.  

For the apartment, we have a contract with a new agency, Foss Management Service, for managing the apartment.  The apartment is available after March 18; the current tenants are leaving in March, but have agreed to pay rent through April. Merilynn Foss’s business cards were distributed.     

Some work involving replacement of sheetrock needs to be done in the apartment.  Bonna will ask Mac if he will be willing to do it.

A $50 memorial is available for Ray Gold, one of UUFM’s early members who died recently.  Bonna proposed purchasing a copy of the Quaker large-print hymnal; those present concurred.

PLANNING

There was no Youth RE report today.  Attendance at Youth RE has been irregular and unpredictable, a very frustrating state of affairs for Marleen in preparing programs and materials.

Leader training for OWL (Our Whole Lives, an excellent youth RE program) will be available in conjunction with UCC the weekend of May 18-20.  The fee is $200/person; the group will be limited to a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 20 persons.  Might Marleen be interested, despite the drive and weekend timing?  Might Ray and Cyndy? Might the Quakers have some interest?  Margery will contact the Quakers with the relevant information.

Some time was spent discussing the establishment of a building fund. There will be coverage in the newsletter.  Keep the building fund in mind for donations, bequests, memorials.

Regarding our search for an interim pastor for next year,  Bonna wrote to Rev. David Maynard in Portland OR, who had been recommended by Rev. Craig Moro, but had not yet heard back form him.  There was some question of whether the $1200 we are offering is sufficient but feedback that Bonna got indicates that it should be OK.  John Garrity’s suggestions were discussed.  Discussing our needs, the importance of having someone with a Unitarian outlook and with experience as an interim minister to a congregation seeking to grow were emphasized.

On Canvass Sunday, the program will be drawn from a selection in “God’s Dog” (a book under discussion 

currently for Adult RE) in which God wants to know what money will buy.  Pledge requests will be distributed/ sent out.

A budget issue:   If we are not going to be in new housing next year (and at this point odds are that we will not) should we replace the carpet?  The response was a strong yes.  It needs to be done; that was our intent before we started talking about a move.  The kitchen floor should have a new covering also.  Even if a move works out and we seek to sell the house, new floor coverings will only enhance the value of the house.

UUFM Board of Trustees Meeting

April 1, 2007

Present:  President Bonna Graham-Hall, Marleen Ochs, Dove Flanery, Margery Palmer, Barbara Berens;  visitors Mary Nordhagen and Melissa Steinike
Bonna called the meeting order at 11:35 am.

ADMINISTRATIVE

Minutes of the last meeting raised discussion of the Whale Coast Tours which follow GA   They are not part of GA; they are in Alaska; this is the last year they will be offered. Barbara moved and Margery seconded that the minutes be approved.  Carried.

Presenting the Treasurer’s Report, Barbara noted that we have a healthy balance.  As for discrepancies between actual and budgeted figures, 1) A check to UUA was never received; Barbara stopped payment on the original check and sent a new one.   2) Total income is down by $903.22; this is primarily because there has been no apartment rental income. 3) Under honoraria, reimbursement of Rev. Alex Holt, who will visit April 28—29, will bring budgeted and actual figures into closer agreement.  4) Total expenses are under budget, primarily because of lower energy costs.

Margery raised the issue of the need for starting a capital fund to which UUFM’ers can contribute separately from their annual pledges.  A checking account will be needed for such a fund.  Bonna moved that Barbara be authorized to open a capital fund account; second, Dove; carried.  Bonna also suggested that the Fellowship budget should include an annual contribution to the capital fund.  Barbara will explore the bank options available for such an account.

New Management:  The apartment is under the management of Foss Realty effective today, April 1.  Increased insurance coverage for the apartment:  Marilyn Foss strongly recommends insurance of $1,000,000, whereas we have been carrying only$300,000.  Foss notes that when tenants sue, $1,000,000 is often the initial 

figure.  The premiums will be higher, but should trouble arise it is a good investment.

Correspondence included a request from Awam in Arlee for a contribution to their upcoming Buddhist Film Festival of Compassion to be held on April14. Ellen moved that we contribute, Marleen seconded; carried.

Margery moved that UUFM make a $500 contribution to Har Shalom’s building fund, on grounds that a) it is the generous thing to do (Dove concurred with this sentiment); b) they are our backup if we are unable to 

purchase the Ernest Ave. building as we may be able to rent from or buy in with them.  Ellen seconded the motion.  Carried.

PLANNING

Youth RE. Marleen reports that, beside her boys and the Beck girls, attendance at youth RE has been minimal.  However she proposes that she and this small group organize a garage sale and plant division sale.  The proceeds from such a sale might go,for example, to Josh’s school in Nepal or to the capital fund.  This project would incorporate lessons on recycling and learning about sharing.  Following discussion, Saturday May 5 was selected as the date for the sale.

Since the Weekly Update goes to everyone, including newcomers, perhaps each week’s Youth RE topic might be included in the updates.

Regarding RE’s budget, Marleen notes that the budgeted amounts far exceed what the program uses; perhaps the budgeted amount could be reduced.

As for OWL, for which a training class will be held at UCC later this spring, Marleen would like to go.  Might Lisa also be interested?  Margery will also let the Quakers and Har Shalom know that it is happening.

What about Spring cleaning?  Set it for after the yard sale!  Not on May 12, which is the weekend of Mother’s day, but on the following Saturday, May 19.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for June 3, the first Sunday in June.  Judy Fjell’s second visit of the year will be the following Sunday, June 10.  Margery suggested that if Har Shalom has moved by then, this might be a good event to hold in that larger space.  This might also be a good trial to see whether we think a rental or other agreement for Sunday use of the space might work out.

A membership ceremony will be held on April 22, 35 days before the Annual Meeting. These new members will thus 

meet 30-day membership criterion and will be eligible to vote.

Rounding out the list of coming events, Rev. Alex Holt will be here April 27—29.  The Ochs are providing housing for him.  Holt will present a Saturday workshop on the topic “Slowing down in a Crazy World”.  He would like a minimum of 10 participants with maximum attendance of 25.  No fee will be charged but a free will offering will be collected.  Marleen volunteered to be the contact person for the workshop.

A representative from Max Baucus’ office will speak to Western Montana Spiritual Development Council and participants from the Sojourners Prophetic Advocacy workshop on Tuesday April 3. Barbara and Ellen 

expressed interest in going depending on its timing and their schedules.

Eight UUFM people will be attending General Assembly June 20—24 this year, one the UU UNiversity the day before GA begins.  The Fellowship does provide some financial support for those attending.  After some discussion Margery moved that registration fees be paid for 4 attendees and for the person attending UU University June 19-20.

What to do about the Newsletter which for the third time this year has lost an editor?  Reasons are undoubtedly varied but lack of relevant computer experience was a common theme. Barbara, who volunteered for interim editor but has now been editor nearly the entire year, is stepping down.  Melissa volunteered to try it out. Margery and Barbara will provide help and moral support. All present expressed gratitude to Melissa.

And that left the matter of the slate of officers and committee chairs to be presented at the Annual Meeting.  After discussion several of those present indicated willingness to continue or to take on a position.  However there are still a number of positions to be filled, and there may be others interested in placing their names on the ballot for the Annual Meeting. Self-nominations will be requested in the April Newsletter; possible candidates will be approached; and of course additional nominations may be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm.

Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary
((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairs

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com

Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Bill Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@onewest.net
         Bonna Graham-Hall

Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Marleen Ochs, 745-2548

mtochs@blackfoot.net

Lisa Thomas, 721-1485

Adult Religious Education

Dove Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@onewest.net

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

ethelmacd@gmail.com
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

      Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Position open

Newsletter

Barbara Berens

Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

History Information

John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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