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December 2006
Monthly Calendar of Events
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	5 - Cyndy and Ray Aten:  The Theology of Mary Oliver; Adult RE following service
	4 - Women’s Lunch at China Buffet-noon
	5 – Game Night-6:45
	6
	7
	8 – Vets’ for Peace film and discussion:  “Sir, No Sir”
	9 – Vets’ for Peace film and discussion:  “The Ground Truth”

	10 – Josh Davis:  In Defense of Not Knowing; Youth RE Chili Lunch and Crafts Sale 
	11– Ecletic Book Group-7:30 @ Barbara Berens, 606 Simons Dr
	12 – Game Night-6:45
	13
	14
	15
	16

	17 – In Nature’s Honor:  The Winter Solstice; Holiday Potluck
	18 
	19 – Game Night-6:45
	20 – Special Membership Meeting -7:00
	21
	22
	23

	24 – Christmas Program 
	25
	26 - Game Night-6:45
	27
	28
	29
	30

	31 – Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Cragg, and Bill Flanery: A meditation on the past year and the year to come
	1
	2 – Game Night-6:45
	3
	4
	5
	6

	7 – Ethel McDonald:  Hope for the New Year; Board of Trustees Meeting
	8
	9 – Game Night-6:45
	10
	11
	12
	13


"We Care"

We will sponsor a person from the "We Care" column in the Missoulian for Christmas again this year.  Please bring donations of money and food items by December 16.  More details will follow.

Notes from the Top
Since the last newsletter, there is a new sense of urgency stemming from my phone conversation 3 weeks ago with our Mountain Desert District

Executive, Nancy Bowen.  She strongly supports the idea of our looking for a consulting minister, with a moved-up schedule to vote on the plan before the

end of the year.  Her recommendation is based on her experience that lay lead congregations manage to survive, but ones with a minister tend to thrive.  Hiring a consulting minister is the first step toward measuring the readiness of our congregation to call a

settled minister for a part time schedule.  In order to be in sync with minister searches nationally, we have to be ready right after the first of the year when ministers are starting to look for new positions for the fall.
To this end, five officers have called for a special congregational meeting 7:00 pm Wednesday, December 20 to make the decision about this potential change for our future.  In order to minimize the time spent meeting that evening, we will discuss the idea on December 17 between the service and the holiday potluck.  I hope everyone will be involved in the discussion and decision.  For the meeting we are required to have a quorum of 30% of the members; please make it a priority to attend if at all possible, and let's hope for decent weather.

Best wishes for the holiday season ahead.  May the beauty found in nature bring you joy.

Bonna Graham-Hall

Youth RE Benefit and Update
After the service on Sunday, December 10, the Youth RE group will be hosting a Benefit Chili and Soup lunch including a potpourri of toppings, bread and dessert.  Lunch will be $2 for adults and $1 for children.  There will also be a “low-budget” Arts, Crafts & Used Book/Music sale.  Many of the items will be made by the children in our RE program, and most of these will involve reused or recycled materials.  Proceeds from the lunch and sale will be used by our young people to buy Christmas gifts for Montana children in need.  If you have items you can donate to the sale (including baked goods, used books/music, arts or crafts), please contact Marleen Ochs at 745 2548 or mtochs@blackfoot, or just drop 
them off in the upstairs RE room at the Fellowship House.  Please come support our UU Youth, and bring friends!

A reminder about the laundry basket in the entryway of the Fellowship House:  in order to continue our theme of turning junk into art the children need two types of materials.  First, if at home or at work you recycle paper, please separate out colored paper like that used for a printer or copy machine, or brochures and announcements.  With your donations we will be making it into homemade paper for various purposes in the coming months.  (Construction paper, newspaper, and shiny magazine paper don’t work well).  Second, colorful plastic bags will be cut into long strips to become the “yarn” used for weaving and crochet projects.  We have plenty of white and black bags, but would appreciate any other color of shopping/grocery bags.

Marleen Ochs, Children’s RE Chair
Holiday Open House

 Cyndy and Ray Aten will once again have a holiday open house on Sunday, December 17 between 2 and6 p.m.  UUs have been the life of the party in the past, and we hope you won't let us down this year!  Bring a holiday treat to share if possible (but don't let the lack thereof stop you from coming-- there's always plenty) and come on up to 208 Ben Hogan Drive.  Cyndy and Ray Aten
Christmas Eve Service
If you have a favorite poem, story, or reading with a solstice, Christmas, or winter theme, please tell one of the members of the Program Committee (Barbara Cragg, Bonna Graham-Hall, or Bill Flanery).  We are looking for ideas for the December 24 service, which will be at the usual time of 10:00am.  We may do an informal collection of readings and holiday songs like we’ve done at our Christmas Eve evening service the past few years or a more formal service, depending on suggestions.  

UUF Program Committee
Circle Dinners
We are planning Circle dinners for January and February, but they can't happen without you!  Please let us know if you would be willing to host a potluck dinner in your home for several UUs.  You may choose the date, the time, the number of guests, 
make food assignments, decide on appropriate costumes, book the entertainment… the sky's the limit!  Please let Cyndy or Ray Aten in on your plans before the first of the New Year, and the sooner the better, before all the good dates are taken!  (Just what constitutes a bad date? --The Editor)
Getting to Know UUFM

We are planning a “Getting to know UUFM” gathering for late January, probably after a Sunday service.  During the approximately 90 minute session, we will share the history of Unitarian Universalism and of our fellowship in Missoula.  We will also talk about what it means to become a member of our Fellowship and answer any questions participants might have.  If you would like to know more about these topics, or have thought about becoming a member of UUFM, we urge you to participate.  Please contact Ray or Cyndy Aten (721-0531) for more information and to put your name on the list of potential attendees.  
UU Service Committee – 

UU Principles in Action
The UUSC is an independent organization which works to protect human rights and advocates for social justice in the U.S. and around the world.  As you may recall, the UUSC got its start during WW II when two UU's, Reverend Waitstill and Martha Sharp rescued Jews and non-Jews from the holocaust.  This June they were honored posthumously as "Righteous Among the Nations" by the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority in Israel. The award has recognized more than 20,000 non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust. Joining only a handful of non-Europeans, the Sharps are the second and third 
Americans to receive that honor; Martha Sharp is the only American woman.  

The main campaigns of the UUSC are advocating for humane treatment of detainnees held in U.S. custody; advancing policies that protect the right to clean water in Tanzania, Bolivia, Guatemala, and Peru; securing workers’ rights to safe work conditions in Mississippi; fighting discrimination, exploitation, and persecution of indigenous Guatemalans to help them have a voice in their 
government; helping refugees after the Indonesian tsunami and Katrina disasters. 
Here at UUFM, our young people have made boxes to collect change for the Guest at Your Table drive this month.  If you didn't pick up a box at the Thanksgiving service, they are available at the Fellowship.  The boxes serve to remind us to donate to the many hungry, disenfranchised, vulnerable people in the world whom we figuratively invite to our table.  If you prefer, you can write a check instead of collecting cash during the month.  The youngsters will collect our contributions and tally them.  
Our donations to the UUSC will help fund projects all over the world, including some inside the U.S.  As we have the cosmic good fortune to live in this country, let’s share our blessings and support good works elsewhere.  Consider making a donation to help fund thee programs of the UU Service Committee either through the Guest at Your Table program or by becoming a member.  For membership information, go to www.uusc.org or see Bonna Graham-Hall.
UUFM Board of Trustees

Minutes of the Nov. 5, 2006 Meeting
Present:  Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Berens, Marleen Ochs, Ray Aten, Cyndy Aten, Margery Palmer, Ellen Strommen

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

MINUTES of the October meeting were approved as read.

Presenting the TREASURER'S REPORT,  Barbara Berens noted an income shortfall of  $2484.98, and also a deficit as of end of October of $1736.50  for total income less expenses.   We do need to keep an eye on this, but Barb notes the following:  1) We had no rental income on the apartment for the summer months.  2) Two large expenditures were made up front:  Insurance payment and dues, which are now paid for the year.  Board members also pointed out recent costs for furnace repairs.  In light of these considerations the shortfall may look large but in fact not be anything to be worried about.  Barbara also requested that persons submitting receipts for reimbursements PLEASE indicate on the receipt the relevant category the expense.
As for  ITEMS WHICH WERE TO BE GIVEN AWAY,  the shelves have been given away;  the refrigerator is pending.  Freon must be removed before it can be taken away.  Some discussion followed of procedures for getting the freon removed, means of transporting it to wherever it is to go.

With the recent departure of the NEWSLETTER editor, Barbara Berens (temporary editor, she hopes)  made these suggestions:  1) Go to a bimonthly newsletter, perhaps with handouts at services for items needing attention between publication dates. 2) Abandon the columnar format which can be a computer challenge for editors who don't have strong computer skills.  Wide-ranging discussion followed   How many of those receiving the Newsletter get it by US Mail rather than e-mail?  Answer: about 21.   Weekly announcements and updates from Bonna are very helpful; if we expand this, what assistance could be provided for Bonna?  What if we keep it monthly but scale back on the content? In this case the Newsletter might include just the following:  the schedule of services, announcements, minutes of meetings of the Board, current information on activities such as hiking club, book group, Scrabble/game night, women's lunch, movie night.  Other topics are welcome but only if something is sent in.  No requiring the newsletter editor to locate or compose additional content.  
Bonna has received REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE.  One particular recent case, which board members agreed was inappropriate, led her to come to the Board requesting a policy statement.  To general agreement from those present, Cyndy proposed that it be our policy that we do not provide personal assistance.  If individuals call asking for such assistance, instead we work through existing agencies such as the Povarello Center, Missoula Food Bank, etc.  

With recent issues with the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, Bonna reported a recent call from Lambros indicating that UUFM had been assigned to a different agent.  Our contract with Lambros expires in April 2007.   We need to check to see if we can get out of it earlier.  Several alternative agents and agencies were mentioned as possible replacements.
PLANNING
Marleen Ochs reported from YOUTH RE.    Planning is underway for an RE service for Nov. 19.  It will probably 
be informal, around the themes of giving thanks and gratitude.  Perhaps the children will participate 

in some thought games on these themes.  In addition, Youth RE this year is focusing on a theme of using 

recycled products for art.  Perhaps if a fundraiser were held, maybe some of the art the children produce could be included.

On care of the FENCE:   Ray reports that Raleigh Charbonneau will scrape and paint it, but not until after winter.

Regarding GETTING TO KNOW UU CLASS AND MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY:   Bonna raised the question of whether we should do a Getting to Know UU class and membership Sunday now, before the winter holidays.  Margery suggests that at least we could do the class.  As an alternative, Ray suggests getting the names of those who might be interested and call them.  Some discussion and reflection produced names of perhaps five or six people who might be interested.   We'll plan for the second Sunday in December if enough people are interested.

Bonna will be in a phone conference on Friday at 10:30 am with Nancy Bowen on issues relating to getting a consulting minister.  Others may join her if they are interested.

The 45TH ANNIVERSARY OF UUFM receiving its original charter from Boston UUA comes on Feb. 4, 2007.  Might we put together a special service celebrating this event?  Perhaps read from the work of Robert Fulgum, who was here at the original dedication of the Fellowship.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY is in Portland this year.  Josh, Bonna, and Ellen will be our delegates.  Others may also be interested in attending given that it's relatively close to Missoula this year.

The CAPITAL CAMPAIGN/BUILDING COMMITTEE has no report yet.  Cyndy Aten entered a plea that any move we make be not just any old move, and that we not view any more old houses unless one comes along that is truly extraordinary and well suited to our needs.  There has been a start toward thinking about a capital campaign.  It might begin with some kind of fundraiser.

OTHER BUSINESS

 Ray Aten reported from the Acquisitions committee.  The Seventh Day Adventists are not interested in renting, but are thinking of whether to stay where they are or move on.   Ray has asked them to keep UUFM in mind should they decide to leave their current facility.

Jim Wallis (author of God's Politics) will be in Missoula on March 2, sponsored by the Western Montana Spiritual Development Council. His talk may be held at UCC.  Tickets will be $15 in advance, $20 at the door; $10 for "living lightly" and students.  Barbara B asked what our commitment might be for selling tickets.  Bonna said it might be 100 tickets.  This figure raised some discussion;   Cyndy argued that we should commit to sell only what we can reasonably expect to sell.
Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary

((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com

Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Bill Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@onewest.net
         Bonna Graham-Hall
Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Marleen Ochs, 745-2548
mtochs@blackfoot.net

Lisa Thomas, 721-1485
Adult Religious Education

Ellen Flanery, 721-6115
beflanery@onewest.net

Patricia Weeda, 543-6159
2ponds@cybernet1.com

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

      Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531

rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Barbara Berens
Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

History Information
John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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