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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

  of Missoula - Volume 15 Issue 6                                                         
Chairperson: Bonna Graham-Hall               
                                 
Secretary: Ellen Strommen
Vice-Chairperson: Kevin Hyde                                              
Treasurer: Barbara Berens

Email and Hardcopy Edition
February 2005
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	Feb. 6
Children’s RE

Deborah Hyde
(movie day)

	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Maureen Ochs, “Practicing Unitarian Universalism”, 

a sermon Mary Katherine Morn. 
Refreshments – Ellen Strommen                         


	Feb. 13
Children’s RE

Bonna Graham-Hall
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Joel Shechter, “Small Acts of Engagement,” the importance of “soft power” 

in international relations. 
Refreshments – Soup & Sandwich Potluck.  Marleen Ochs & Ellen Strommen will bring soup.  All others are invited to bring fixings for sandwiches and desserts.


	Feb. 20
Children’s RE

Lisa Thomas
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM

	Rebecca Richter (Director of MUD),  “Building a Sustainable Community”.               [MUD =  Missoula Urban Demonstration project]
Refreshments – Michelle Fields

	Feb. 27
Children’s RE

Kevin Hyde

	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Steve Allison-Bunnell & The Covenant Circle, “A New Congregational Covenant: Planning Our Promises”. 
Special potluck and discussion of draft covenant following the service 
(see Newsletter article and two attachments).

	Mar. 6
Children’s RE
Marta Meengs
(movie day)
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM


	Lisa Thomas and Bonna Graham-Hall, “Our Church’s Vulnerability: 

Safeguarding our Church through Training and Education”.
Refreshments – Arnold Finklin


“People do not choose to be physically or mentally impaired; they do not choose their gender or sexual orientation.  We are what we are, as God created us, and as a child of God, we are entitled to protection from harm.”  Lt. Gov. John Bohlinger, January 2005
Thoughts from the Chair

During a recent service, I lit a candle for several joys and concerns in my life. One of the joys was simply for the unique spirit in each of us that we bring to the Fellowship.  Each of us, with our individual uniqueness, contributes to build the matrix for our church community.  Setting aside time to be together, time to nurture that inner spirit, we grow the bonds to support and nurture one another. 
Let us take time to care for one another, recognizing the spirit in each person, valuing the uniqueness.  It is this joining together in fellowship that strengthens our community spirit in the church, and generates a desire to combine our energy and reach out to our larger community.  We grow individually and as a society when we care for and contribute to something outside ourselves.  Namaste,  Bonna Graham-Hall
Sharing Our Space

We have recently agreed to share the blessing of our building with a volunteer group of Reiki practitioners, allowing them to use our space on Sunday afternoons. They are providing Reiki therapy to chronically and terminally ill people on the basis of a free-will offering. They join several other groups that currently use the Fellowship house, including CAJA, Girl Scouts, Conbrio, and the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center.

Bean Counters Food Drive

As part of our community service/social action, we will be able to help with the results of the Bean Counters Food Drive taking place the week of April 11-15.  Area accountants are leading the charge to collect donations for the Food Bank.  Look for more information about the April food collection in upcoming newsletters.  The Food Bank also appreciates our help at times other than the special food drives. They are open Monday through Friday 9:30 till 2:00 if you can donate your energy to this very worthy cause of helping feed the hungry in Missoula.

Collection for Tsunami Relief

During the month of January, we held a special collection to help victims of the devastating tsunami in the Indian Ocean. Over $800 was raised by our generous congregation all of which will be donated to the UU Service Committee. The UUSC already has aid workers helping in the stricken area, and over 90% of their funds go directly to help with needed projects.

Membership Sunday

On February 27 we will celebrate the signing of our membership book by new members. If you are planning to become a member or have questions about doing so, please call Bonna at 549-4808, evenings or weekends.

Getting to Know UU

Before becoming a member of the Fellowship, we recommend that you attend the two “Getting to Know UU” sessions. They are being offered again Feb. 13 and Feb. 20 at 12:15 to 1:15 following the service. We will use the book “The Chosen Faith” as a guide, copies of which are available at the church. For questions, please call Bonna at 549-4808, evenings or weekends.

Circle the Wagons; It’s Dinner Time!

Circle Dinners are social potlucks held in the homes of UUFM members and friends.  They will next occur on Fridays or Sundays during the last week in February and the first week in March.   Volunteers to host so far are Margery and Mac Palmer, and Ellen Strommen.  It would be helpful to have one more host.  If you would be interested in being a host, or have any questions,  please call Ellen at 251-3441.  Signup sheets with specific dates will be available at UUFM starting Sunday Feb 6.  Do plan to sign up.  These suppers are one of the few ways in which we get to spend time with one another socially outside the Fellowship meeting space and are a great way to get to know one another better.
An Inauguration Day Prayer

My prayer for each of us on this Inauguration Day is that we seriously consider how to yoke our imaginations to the common good—to commit ourselves to keeping hope alive. Though there are certain activities which I believe all citizens should participate in, such as being in relationship with elected officials about our values and opinions, activism does not need to be formulaic or follow one way. On this Inauguration Day, I challenge you to dedicate yourself to finding a way to put something creative out into the world, whether it’s learning Thai cooking or mentoring a child or painting or writing or creatively protesting injustice. Take seriously that you need to be alive, to be rowing your own little boat, not to be surrendering the most precious gifts you have been given—your heart’s desires, your soul’s longing for connection, your abilities to manifest the vision of life that is uniquely yours. No one can take that from you unless you give it to them. This Inauguration Day, hold tightly to this birthright, and pledge to dedicate your life to it.
Rev. Meg Riley, Director, UUA Advocacy and Witness Programs, via Ethel MacDonald
As the creator weeps for humanity

Humanity weeps upon spiritual arms

For we long for a day

When suffering will cease

Leaving peace

To surround our souls

In her loving embrace

Until this day

Hope must be kept alive

Through each light

That shines in the darkness

Knowing that the sun will rise

On a day when justice is seen

By all human eyes.
Nate Kirstein, University Baptist Newsletter (Seattle)

“Pray for the comfort of all those who have lost loved ones both here and around the world in violent acts of terrorism, and for ourselves that we may be strengthened to understand and address the causes of that hostility and to work for international peace and justice.  from “A Declaration of Peace,” April 2003
A New Covenant for UUFM

Last October, Steve Allison-Bunnell preached a sermon titled, “Promises, Promises, Promises: What Makes Us a Covenanting People and Why Should We Bother?” (If you did not already get a copy electronically, you can request one from Steve.)  It described both the history of Unitarian Universalism as a denomination based on congregational covenants, and some of the needs we have for a new congregational covenant for the UUFM.  The Board of Trustees unanimously supported this idea.

And so a group of UUFM members and attendees began meeting in mid-November of 2004 to explore the creation of a covenant for our congregation, and the steps to be taken in the adoption of a covenant.  Steve led our discussions, which were attended, in whole or in part, by Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Berens, Kevin Hyde, Ellen Strommen, Lisa Thomas, Barbara Cragg, Marta Meengs, Tim Skufca, Margery Palmer, Ellen Flanery, Monte Jewell, and Cyndy and Ray Aten. We met before services on seven Sunday mornings.  Our discussions covered our shared visions for the life of our church community, our desires for our relationships with each other and with the wider communities of Missoula, our country and our world, our wishes concerning how we want to be treated in our community, and promises we might make to each other to create a nourishing, growth-promoting, generous and engaged community.

The distillation of these discussions is the draft covenant document below.  It sets forth elements that we feel need to be included in our covenant, and frames it in terms of promises and expectations within circles of relationship – self, congregation, and the larger community.  We will come together for a special service and potluck lunch discussion on Sunday February 28 to reflect on and refine this statement.  It is our hope that it will become a document that the membership will formally adopt as a guiding compass for our community.

In preparation for our February 28 gathering, we invite you to read this draft, consider its contents carefully, and prepare to participate in the process of creating a covenant that we of UUFM can live by.  
The Covenant Circle [See Attachments 1 and 2.]
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