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Monthly Calendar of Events
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	11 – “Never too Old:  Exploring Ageism”: Shawn Starkey, Msla Aging Services.   Bldg tour to follow.
	12 – Ecletic Reader’s Book Group; location TBD
	13 – Game Night 6:45

	14
	15
	16
	17

	18 – “Difficult Conversations”: Debra Stevens, Dickinson Lifelong Learning Center.  GTKUU following service.
	19
	20 – Game Night 6:45


	21
	22
	23
	24

	25 – American Indian Religious Freedom:  David Beck
	26
	27 – Game Night 6:45
	28
	1
	2 – “Practicing a Faith that Does Justice”: Jim Wallis – UC Ballroom 7:30
	3

	4 – “Brain Evolution and the Origin of Religion”:  Duane Ochs
	5 –  Women’s Lunch 12:00 China Buffet
	6 – Game Night 6:45
	7
	8
	9
	10

	11 – Program TBA; Soup and Sandwich Potluck following service.
	12
	13 – Game Night 6:45
	14
	15
	16
	17


Wanted for the Fellowship:  one or two 28-32 inch stool(s) for presenters to sit on at the front during services.  If you have one that you are willing to donate, it would be much appreciated.

Doubt is not a pleasant condition, but certainty is absurd.  Voltaire
Notes from the Top
January is usually a slow month, but this year we were busy looking into building sharing possibilities and getting ready for the February celebration of the 45th anniversary of our membership in UUA.  Recently, we have talked to both the Jewish and the Quaker/Friends congregations about sharing a building, though there is nothing serious at the moment.  The Jewish group has a contract to buy a former mortuary building on south Russell.  The Quakers are starting to look at ways to make their building handicapped accessible.  Our own building committee has toured a former day-care building, which is very appealing and quite expensive.  Many decisions lie ahead.  We are keeping the lines of communication open with the other churches and will see what possibilities the future holds.  In Fellowship, Bonna Graham-Hall
Tour of Prospective Building
This Sunday, February 11, after an abbreviated service, we will reconvene at 11:00 at the former Mother Goose and Gander Daycare building at 2120 Ernest for a tour and an acoustics test by singing a hymn.
Directions as follows:
a) From the Fellowship:  south on Brooks to the Paxson St entrance to the Southgate Mall; turn right at the stoplight at Paxson and Brooks and make an immediate left onto Ernest.  It’s on the north side of the street next to Culligan.  Alternatively, proceed one block past the Paxson intersection, turn right on Schilling by the Brooks Street Motor Inn, and right on Ernest 2 blocks later.

 b) From Reserve St, turn left onto Schilling by the Brooks Street Motor Inn, proceed to Ernest, and turn right.  Or, turn left at the light at Paxson and left again at Ernest. 

Consult Missoula Street Map 8 in the DEX telephone book if you’re confused.
Sharing a Building
As part of the building sharing discussion, we are talking to the Quakers about that possibility.  Their 
church and adjoining property are located at 1851-1861 S. 12th St. W.  Unfortunately, their building is not handicapped accessible, but they are exploring ways to make it so. 
The proposal to share the 3035 S. Russell building with the Har Shalom congregation has been tabled for the time being.  They are committed to that building and are not able to consider the property at 2120 Ernest property.  (See the item about their recent vote.)
The property at 2120 Ernest St looks very interesting as a possible location for us.  However, the price tag is $975,000 (down from about $1,000,000).  It would require sharing with another church or very generous donations and fund raising to make it work.

Jewish Congregation Approves Building Acquisition
Sunday, at a special meeting, the Har Shalom congregation approved, with a 93% majority, to proceed with purchase of their new home at 3035 S. Russell.  (More than 62% of their member families voted.)  There are still the particulars of financing, inspections, and additional details to nail down before they can say it's a done deal, but they are well on their way! 
Special Thanks

This is a note of appreciation to Barbara Cragg for arranging and sponsoring the Judy Fjell service on January 21.  Judy's enthusiasm, energy, and musical talent made for a wonderful service.  She will be back with us again for our June 10 service.
Getting to Know UUFM

We are planning a "Getting to know UUFM" (GTKUU) gathering for February 18th after the Sunday service.  During the approximately 90 minute session, we will share the history of Unitarian Universalism and of our fellowship in

Missoula.  We will also talk about what it means to become a member of our Fellowship and answer any questions participants might have.  If you would like to know more about these topics, or have thought about becoming a member of UUFM, we urge you to participate.  Please contact Ray or Cyndy Aten (721-0531) for more information.  

Youth RE Update

Our “almost-teen” and teenage members will spend the next couple of months exploring how different religions and cultures respond to questions such as the following:  What happens after death?  Why is “life after death” often an important issue?  Is suicide acceptable?  What is done with the body after death?  What are ways of dealing with grief?
We will also be examining how death is portrayed in fiction that is written for children and teenagers.  We will be collecting passages such as the following into a sort of “anthology”.  If you wish to suggest a passage for us to consider, please do so at mtochs@blackfoot.net.  Marleen Ochs
A Message from Suzanne Wasilczuk
Former Missoula resident and current UU divinity school student Suzanne Wasilczuk sent the following message to the Fellowship:   congratulations on your 45th anniversary.  My thoughts and prayers are with you as you grow into the next 45 years.  In faith, with peace, for justice—Suzanne.
From Josh Davis’ Service
The following is an excerpt from Josh Davis’ thoughtful service on December 10 entitled:  "In Defense of Not Knowing."  (If you missed this excellent talk, he has made it available on-line.)
So this is my wish for the upcoming year, that we might all keep in mind that the realities which we experience are but a tiny fraction of true Reality, of the Universe as it is, and that we allow this knowledge to make us less judgmental of others whose realities may seem strange to us, and that we might even try to step into some of these other realities, to see what truths we might discover there.  
President's Day Weekend Ski Trip
Time is getting short to sign up for the 7th annual Montana Area UU Association's Cross-Country Ski Trip in Yellowstone Park.  The trip is February 17th through 19th and open to all UU's.  If you've forgotten the details and need more information, 
contact Bill Mallory 582-8418, mallory@bigsky.net.  Space is still available so don’t miss the fun!
Jim Wallis in Missoula

 Jim Wallis, author of the national best seller, God's Politics: Why the Right Gets it Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It, will give a major speech "Practicing a Faith That Does Justice" in Missoula, Friday March 2, in the University Center Ballroom in Missoula.  Tickets are $15 in advance, $10 seniors, students, and living lightly.  This is an opportunity to hear a nationally recognized author and highly respected social justice advocate who appeals to both conservatives and liberals. 
UU Travel Opportunities

Niagara Falls
Come experience the wonder of Niagara Falls including some great educational opportunities while being taken care of like royalty.  The UU Church of Niagara is conducting a four day UU Niagara Experience from July 15-17, 2007.  This is a lifetime opportunity to encounter the Falls up close, from every perspective, even safely riding beneath a tethered balloon.  Spend four days with us exploring the rich historical and natural wonders around the Falls.  For information visit our web site: www.uunex.net; email: info@uunex.net; telephone: (716) 791-4453.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of North Bay –
WINE COUNTRY EXCURSIONS

The UU's of Napa, California are proud to offer our third season of Wine Country Excursions, a delightful way to enjoy two of America's most

scenic valleys, Napa and Sonoma, an hour northeast of San Francisco.

Tours are small and customized to focus on guest's interests, e.g. wine education and tasting, art, history of the region, gourmet dining, or exploring the natural beauty of the hills and valleys.  Visits will

include private room/bath and breakfast in the homes of congregation members.

Sites of particular interest include COPIA (the American Center for Food, Wine and the Arts); Jack London's home; renowned and boutique wineries; 
fine restaurants including the Culinary Institute of America; the diRosa Art and Nature Preserve; many museums and galleries; miles of bicycling and hiking trails, etc.

In 2007 we will offer Excursions from mid-May through mid-October.  Plan for two days of touring and a two or three night stay with all local transportation provided.  Home hospitality without tours is also available.  Our fees are below market rate for similar services with all proceeds donated to our small fellowship.  We have limited openings, so contact us now for details.  Iris Barrie, 707.265.6926 or barrie001@comcast.net.

UUFM Board of Trusteess Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2006

Present:  Cyndy Aten, Ray Aten, Barbara Berens, Barbara Cragg, Bonna Graham-Hall, Ellen Strommen

ADMINISTRATIVE
Approval of MINUTES was postponed till a later meeting.  Barbara's TREASURER'S REPORT showed a balance of $1699.88 as of the end of November.  In the actual budget, income is lower than expected, partly due to low pledges for this congregational year, but also due to 

absence of apartment rental since the renters have moved out.  Expenses, on the other hand, are over budget, but that is largely because several large one-time payments (such as insurance) have been paid out.  However, overall we are about $2000 below budget at this time.  
The UUA Annual Program Fund, at $53/member @ 34 members, came to $1802 for the period from July 1 2006 to June 30, 2007.  This was based on membership from the end of February.  However it is higher than expected.  Barbara will check with UUA.  The MDD congregational assessment is $20/member @ 34 members for a total of $680.

Of local interest:  Twin Cranes Dental Clinic is getting a zoning change from R-2 (two-family) to R-4 (multiple dwelling), which makes it a legal conforming use for the property.

PLANNING

YOUTH PROGRAM REPORT:  Youth Programs will be hosting a benefit lunch next week following the service.  Marleen Ochs hopes that parents will help out with set-up, serving, and cleaning up.

WE CARE person:  Bonna has in mind an individual , perhaps from the We Care column in the Missoulian.

There have been no replies so far to the request for personal stories for the "DECEMBER 24" SERVICE.  There was some discussion of what the content of that service might be.
There is still no information on who might be interested in the proposed GETTING TO KNOW UU CLASS and in MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY service.  The Atens will check back regarding a possible late January or early February service.  There should be a general announcement in the 
newsletter.  The class would be held on successive Sundays prior to the service.

The BUILDING COMMITTEE reports that the Jewish Community has made a bid on a building.  Margery reports that there is no further information yet on our possible participation.  From their newsletter, we'd be 

included only as renters.

Bonna distributed copies of a letter from Armida on preparations we might be making for her service on the occasion of UUFM's 45th anniversary, to be celebrated on 
February 4.   Bonna points to taking a special collection for a new chalice, one of several possibilities suggested by Armida , along with new hymnals, books for the UU Fellowship library, donation to UUSC, or whatever we might need or wish to do to commemorate the event.  If we go with the chalice idea, perhaps Mac could recommend a potter for making one.  Several of Armida's 

suggestions have already been acted on.  The Atens will notify the local papers prior to the event.  We will also hold our monthly soup and sandwich potluck on February 4 rather than on the traditional second Sunday of the month the following week.

Airplane tickets should be purchased soon for Rev. Alex Holt who will be our guest speaker on April 29.  He will arrive on Friday April 27, depart on Sunday or Monday April 29--30.  Ray will see to obtaining the ticket.  Marleen Ochs has offered the use of their cabin for his 

stay, but the uneven ground may be a problem for him.

A SPEAKERS' BUREAU is available online at www.humanities-mt.org.  Barbara Cragg is ordering one presentation on Jefferson. 
There are movies on CD available for review from Interfaith Power and Light.  Would anyone be willing to check some out for, say, movie night?  Some discussion followed over what movie might be or should be appropriate for movie night.

Preparation of a CONGREGATIONAL PACKET:  There is tons of stuff available.  Sources include the Mountain District directory, the UUA directory, Friends of the UUA, proposals which may have been submitted relevant for social justice.  A topic for GA this year is moral values 

for a pluralistic society.

OTHER

Cyndy noted that CIRCLE DINNERS will be held probably in January or February.  There should be some notice in the newsletter.

Bonna noted that there are two CD's on the topic of membership which are available for lay leaders of congregations.

Meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary, with apologies for their late availability.
UUFM Congregational Meeting Minutes

December 20, 2006

 The special meeting was called to discuss the question of calling a consulting minister for the 2007—2008 congregational year.  The meeting had to be held now 
because time is at a premium if we wish to find someone for the next congregational year.   The period when consulting ministers are most likely to be looking for a place is coming up early next calendar year.  If we wait until after the holidays to get together information on our Fellowship out to potential candidates it may be too late to find someone for 2007-2008.

UUFM members present for the meeting included the following persons:   Cynthia Aten, Ray Aten, Barbara Berens, Barbara Cragg, Arnold Finklin, John Garrity, Carol Gordon, Bonna Graham-Hall, Ethel MacDonald,
Mac Palmer, Margery Fels Palmer, and Ellen Strommen.  These 12 persons constituted a quorum of our current membership of 32.   Several non-voting UUFM'ers were also present and contributed to the discussion. 

Cyndy Aten prepared the following resolution, based on earlier informal discussions, for distribution to those attending to facilitate discussion:

I/we move:  that UUFM begin the process of interviewing and hiring a consulting minister for the congregational year 2007--2008; that we hire this minister for as close as possible to $500 compensation per month plus travel expenses, lodging, and food, for a total of approximately $1200--1300 per month; that we be mindful of transportation costs for each monthly trip; that we endeavor to use home hosting for the minister for the 

3-5 nights that s/he is in Missoula each month; that the process will be open to all, and the voting members of 

the congregation will make the final decision regarding contracting with a consulting minister.

Discussion was lively and wide-ranging.   Among the issues that arose:   should we simplify the motion, for example by dropping bullets 3 and 4, or 3, 4, and 5?          
What about finances?  Will the fellowship ante up?          Wording:  In the first bullet, replace the term "hiring" with 

"negotiation with".  In the second, replace "hire" with "contract with", and replace "salary" with compensation".

Do we have a canvass coming up?  If so, when?  If our negotiating with a consulting minister hinges on funding, do we have the cart before the horse here?  What specifically is included in transportation? What are the criteria for housing?  What about local transportation for those who would have to fly in?  Might extra rooms in peoples' homes be a feasible alternative to expensive hotel or motel accommodations?  Answer: Perhaps such rooms 

might be fine, if they provide privacy, a good work space, and a separate bath, but that would be part of the negotiation with the candidates who might apply.  Full compensation should also include social security payments, insurance, etc.  Would our fee include these or would they be additional expenses?  Would it make a difference to our obligation if a different term were used than compensation--say, consulting fee or honorarium? 

Perhaps we should consult with UUA about this for any insights they might offer.

Out of the discussion, the following suggestion was made:  that we take the first bullet of the proposed motion, as it was amended in the meeting, as our motion and the other points as guidelines.   Ellen Strommen moved we take the first bullet as our proposed motion; seconded by Ethel MacDonald.  Motion carried unanimously.   The motion now reads:  We move that UUFM begin the process of interviewing and negotiating with a consulting minister for the congregational year 2007--2008.  Margery Palmer moved that the remaining bullets, as amended above, be taken as guidelines to the negotiation process; seconded by Ethel MacDonald. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary

UUFM Board of Trusteess Meeting Minutes

January 7, 2007

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Bonna Graham-Hall at about 11:15.

ADMINISTRATIVE
Bonna made the following ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Judy Fjell will lead our service on Jan. 21.  That weekend she will be presenting a concert as part of the JRPC peace activities.

The Helena UU Fellowship has a newsletter, Free Spirit.  Those interested are invited to look at it.

In absence of written MINUTES, which will be provided later, there was a brief review of the highlights of the December meeting.

TREASURER'S REPORT:   Barbara noted that our bank balance is looking good.  The balance will diminish somewhat as bills coming due are paid, but should still be in good shape.
Bonna raised the question, arising out of requests for personal assistance discussed at December's meeting, of whether we do, or should, make monthly contributions to Poverello Center and the Missoula Food Bank.  Or, should we have a discussion of congregational charitable 

donations in general?  In the discussion that followed, the themes that emerged included the following:  generally we have not made monthly congregational donations to the Pov and the Food Bank or other similar organizations.  Such donations have been left up to individual members of the congregation.  The fact that we refer individuals requesting personal assistance to such centers for assistance does not obligate us to also contribute as a group.  Further discussion of the issue may be a good idea; we will postpone it to a later date. 
PLANNING
Marleen Ochs could not stay for today's meeting but indicated that there is no new Youth RE report for today.

The 45th ANNIVERSARY of the founding of UUFM will be celebrated at our February 4 meeting.  Armida Alexander, visiting from the Glacier Fellowship where she is minister, will present our service that day.   Should we take up a special collection for a new chalice?   Margery countered with a suggestion that we take up a collection for new hymnals, commenting that we already have several artistic chalices.  General consensus was to wait until the occasion of our 50th anniversary for such purchases.  In the meanwhile we can make copies of hymns we like in the new hymnal.  We won't make special gifts/ mementos for this occasion (again, this may be something for the 50th anniversary.)   A list of the original members will be printed up, and perhaps a short history of the Fellowship.  Since Robert Fulghum visited to dedicate our charter as president of Pacific Northwest Region, of which we were part at the time, having some reading from his work seems appropriate.  Bonna will check with Armida about her preferences in this regard.  Board members will look through some of Fulghum's books for appropriate materials.

Bonna had e-mailed Nancy Bowen, of Mountain/Desert District, regarding our interest in locating an interim minister for next year.  She shared Nancy's very supportive and positive answer requesting more specific information describing the position we would like to fill.  
Discussion came up with a once-a-month presence, probably over Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and possibly Sunday nights; compensation of $500 (maybe negotiable) plus housing and travel expenses.   Accommodations--at least two private homes have spaces which might be appropriate.

Bonna drew our attention to the upcoming GREG MOYER WORKSHOP growing out of his recent articles on hell in the Missoulian.  The workshop is entitled "The Good News about Hell”.  It will be held on Jan 13, 8 to 

5:30, in the SPH Conference Center.  JIM WALLIS will be speaking in March in the UC ballroom, with a workshop the following day led by personnel from his group, Sojourner.  Tickets are #15 in advance, $10 for students or individuals "living lightly"; $20 at the door for general public.  They will be distributed to congregations in blocks.  JRPC and Fact and Fiction will also be selling tickets.  At least 600 tickets must be sold by February 5 in 

order to ensure that the event will take place.  Bonna will have tickets for UUFM.

Bonna also called our attention to CD's for Lay Leaders.  They can be checked out but with the strong request that they be returned in one week.   There are 3 CD's with talks by UU ministers; 2 videos, which focus on break-through congregations.

Final report on our Christmas we-care activity:  $340 was donated, $208 has been spent for our individual.  Of that $40 went for a swimming pool pass plus additional amounts for two grocery certificates.  Bonna is looking for an additional individual to receive the remainder.

The question of finding a date for a Great Freedom service led to a report on Programs from Barbara Cragg.  We are presently pretty well scheduled through the first of May.  Perhaps the Great Freedom service could take place in May or June.

Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary

((((((((((((((((((((((((
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