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 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	Jan. 2
Children’s RE

Bonna Graham-Hall

(movie day)
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Barbara Cragg, “Spiritual Exercises,”  a sermon 
by Forrest Church, All Soul’s New York City Congregation.
Refreshments – Joel Shechter                         


	Jan. 9
Children’s RE

Lisa Thomas
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Kevin Hyde, “The Seventh Principle: Green Sanctuary.” 

Refreshments – Soup & Sandwich Potluck.  The Two Barbaras will bring soup.


	Jan. 16
Children’s RE

Kevin Hyde
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM

	Lou Ann Crowley, “Light Pollution.” 
Refreshments – Ellen Flanery

	Jan. 23
Children’s RE

Tim Skufca

	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Barbara Berens, “What’s the Matter with Kansas?”
Refreshments – Marleen & Duane Ochs


	Jan. 30
Children’s RE
Steve Allison-Bunnell
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM


	Ethel MacDonald, “Bicycling for Peace.”
Refreshments – Ethel MacDonald

	Feb. 6   
Children’s RE

 Deborah Hyde

(movie day) 
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM


	Steve Allison-Bunnell,  “A New Congregational Covenant: 
                                          Planning Our Promises.”

Refreshments – Ellen Strommen


News From the Top
 

Another year is ending, a new year about to unfold, ready for all we are able to record on its fresh page. Let's make our mark by helping others in the tradition of Unitarian Universalism, by contributing in our church community and in our larger community, by supporting one another, and thus honoring, the dignity and worth of each person that we encounter.

 

It's been a good year so far for the Fellowship, with new energy, new programs, new projects, and new members and friends. 

 

Taking on the Food Bank as our main community project has proven to be an abundant opportunity for much needed help and is greatly appreciated by the staff there. Dorie says UU's have managed to arrive at the most helpful times, ready to work. The hours we have volunteered there have helped with the final stages of their wonderful remodel in September, with Turkey Days before Thanksgiving, and with the Holiday Food Drive which is currently in progress and continues in January. If you can volunteer even an hour, there is always something to do.  Hours are 10-4 p.m. weekdays; they are also open some evenings from 5-7 p.m.  Call Dorie or Bonnie for more info at 549-0543.

 

The Covenanting Sessions led by Steve Allison-Bunnell have been another high point of the year, full of exciting, meaningful discussion about what UU means to each of us, what UU offers to us, how we want to express the essence of our Fellowship, of our relationship to one another and UU.  Look for upcoming services and discussions about the progress to date.  I hope as many as possible will share in this exciting, thoughtful process.  It will result in our working covenant, so be sure to voice your thoughts.

 

We have interesting services on the calendar, including one in February with a UU minister from New Hampshire, another pair of "Getting to know UU" sessions in the spring, the Covenanting project, and more chances to volunteer in our fair city. 

 

Namaste, the spirit in me honors the spirit in you.
Bonna Graham-Hall, Chair
 Learn About Our New Members

Get to know a little about our four new members in the following biographies:

Ellen Flanery moved here last year from Idaho Falls with her husband Bill, who is retired from the ministry, in order to be closer to their twin daughters and families, including their 4 year old granddaughter, Lydia Their son lives in Moscow, Idaho. Her interests include peace, justice, and the environment, and she enjoys reading, knitting, and container gardening. She is a former Episcopalian and member of the Associates of the Society of St. Francis, an Anglican religious order.  She just started a job at the University of Montana as an administrative assistant at the ASUM Legal Services Office. 
Virginia Olds has also moved back to Montana to be closer to her daughter in Polson.  Her return is 63 years from the time she started as a freshman at U of M, just two months before Pearl Harbor. She grew up in Helena, and enjoyed a career in journalism and teaching. She most recently lived in Ellensberg, WA where she was a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church. Her interest in politics and in telling her family history is evident when you talk with her. She is happy to be back in Missoula and to have found a church home here. 


Ray and Cyndy Aten moved to Missoula in early July 2004, to be close to their daughter Gini, husband Rich and their three children, Lia (5), Will (3), and Nina (16 months).  They moved from New Haven, Connecticut where they had lived for thirty-four years, attending the Unitarian Society of New Haven for the past four years.  In Connecticut, Ray worked in the Yale Ob-Gyn department as a reproductive biologist for many years, leaving happily to teach middle school science for the past six years.  Cyndy, a pediatrician-adolescent medicine specialist, worked most recently as Chief of Undergraduate Medicine at Yale University Health Service. In July Ray had a mitral valve repair done at Missoula’s International Heart Institute.  Since recovering, Ray has been working with other Missoula residents to increase public participation in transportation planning and enjoying recreational flying.  He hopes to renew his aviation medical and return to being pilot-in-command.  Cyndy is teaching Reiki at St. Patrick Hospital, establishing her own Reiki practice, and exploring the environs with women’s hiking groups. Together they enjoy hiking, biking, X-C skiing, kayaking and burning up the machines at St. Pat’s Cardiac Rehab and Wellness Center -- that is, when they’re not hanging out with their grandkids. 

Luminaria on New Year’s Eve
Help create another beautiful luminaria peace sign in Caras Park on New Year's Eve.  Bring your luminarias and light them from the World Peace Flame and put them in the circle.  This project, in its third year, is organized by members of the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center Coordinating Council.  It's a very pleasant peace space, and any help relighting candles is welcome.   Contact:  Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722.
Living in a Democracy
“Maybe the toughest challenge of living in a democracy is to respect the freedom of other people to live according to values that are not your own. Real freedom, however, does not thrive in a moral vacuum (the ardent secularist) or a moral straightjacket (the ardent theocratic). What does my ideal of democracy look like? I can sum it up in a single sentence: A person arrives at faith freely, practices it openly, and uses dialogue with others about their own life path to deepen their understanding.”  
Ethel MacDonald, from the Sojourners 12/8 e-mail, an article by David Batstone, "Don't Put a Restraining Order on God."  
Guest Editorial

Rev. Amy M. Carter

During this time of year, there is a yearning for peace, peace in our lives and peace in the world.  Yet we are reminded daily that peace is a fragile and difficult thing to find.  We have been fortunate to welcome home several soldiers from Iraq in our congregation this past week, and we continue to pray for those who serve in our military, aware of the dangers and the harm that they may face.  And we pray also for the people of Iraq, as their nation is torn by war and insurgency, and we wonder, “Will this ever end?”

Even as we yearn, we read in our churches the wonderful words of the prophet Isaiah, which hold powerful  visions of peace and security.  He writes, “they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:4).

As I listen to these words written so long ago, I wonder, will there ever come a time when we will stop learning the ways of war?  In seeking to answer that question, many are turning toward the practice of Jesus’ third way.  In any situation where there is conflict, the first way would be to fight, the second way is to flee.  Jesus’ third way seeks nonviolent, active engagement – while acting from a place of love.  Jesus’ third way teaches us to engage our enemies without becoming that which we oppose.

Most recently, I traveled down to Fort Benning, GA, to experience Jesus’ third way.  Each year for the last 15 years, Father Roy Bourgeois, a Maryknoll priest, invites people to join him in a peaceful protest of the “School of the Americas” [1].  It has been documented that students enrolled in this school are taught the ways of terrorism and torture. … This year, 16,000 people came together to peacefully seek the closure of this school. …

It seems odd to me that as we fight a war on terrorism in the Middle East, we are teaching it to Latin American soldiers in our own nation.  How can we stop terrorism if we are not willing to look at how we participate in creating terrorism ourselves?  How can we confront evil in our world without turning into the very evil we oppose?

If our yearning for peace is to become real, these are some of the questions we need to ask ourselves both personally and nationally.  May God give us the courage to ask these hard questions, for our faith and our lives may depend upon finding the answers.

[1] The Western Hemisphere Institute for Security and Cooperation.

Rev. Amy M. Carter, University Congregational (UCC),12/18/04, uccmsla@bigsky.net.
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Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

hall@ixi.net

Vice-Chairperson

Kevin Hyde, 543-8405
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Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 
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Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370
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--------------------------------

Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Barbara Berens

Bonna Graham-Hall
Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

Macethel@aol.com
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape) 543-8705

Barbara Cragg (piano) 

Marta Meengs (piano)
Membership

Position open
Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com
Newsletter

Joel Shechter, 728-2815

joels@montana.com
Barbara Berens
Care and Concerns

Position open

Greeters
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Hospitality
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----------------------------------
Children’s Religious Education 
Lisa Thomas,  327-7894

Bonna Graham-Hall

Adult Religious Education
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-----------------------------------
House & Grounds
Position open
House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall
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