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 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

January 1

New Year’s Day – No Service Scheduled.

January 8
10:30 AM


Barbara Cragg: “Jesus Without the Miracles” (drawn from an article by Erik Reese).

Refreshments* – Ethel MacDonald



January 15

MCT Room 303-4 
10:30 AM


Ethel MacDonald & a representative from WORD:  "Let Justice Roll Living Wage Campaign.” 

Refreshments* – Jodi and Steve Allison-Bunnell



January 22

MCT Room 303-4
10:30 AM


Deborah Hyde:  “Katrina – A Personal Perspective.”

Refreshments* – Marleen and Duane Ochs



January 29

MCT Room 303-4
10:30 AM
UU minister Elizabeth McMaster:  “Growing the Circle.”
Refreshments* – Lisa Thomas



*Includes assisting with set-up and clean-up.
The regular January Board Meeting for officers and committees will be held the second Monday, Jan. 9
at 7:00 pm. The meeting is open to all interested friends and members.


News from the Top


Happy 2006 to All!  With Christmas behind us, and the New Year already begun, time is flying.   I hope your holidays were relaxing, and that the New Year brings good health and gratitude for the simple pleasures in life.

In December, thanks to contributions from UUFM friends and members, we were able to help our Christmas  adoptee, Mikki, feel that someone cared about her.  We collected enough money to buy her matching sweatshirt and pants, a red fleece top, hat and gloves, a “touch” lamp, and a stained "glass" paint set, as well as a box of food items.  Thank you for your generosity.

We have also been asked to provide a sturdy TV stand for another older, disabled adult, the building of which is being done by my husband, Frank.  It will be ready for delivery in a week or so.

We mustered a good crew of volunteers at the Food Bank the last two weeks before Christmas to help with the annual Holiday Food Drive. Thanks to all of you who helped.

The Christmas Eve gathering was a delightful mix of stories and singing attended by 9 adults and 7 youngsters.  It was a great way to share the holiday spirit (and some cranberry cider).

January will bring changes for our Fellowship including meeting at a new place.  Starting January 15, 10:30 am, our service will be held at MCT in the third floor Dance Studio, Rooms 303-304.  The youngsters will meet in the room next door, Room 302.  Both rooms have pianos and lots of windows.  We have access to the elevator through the main theater lobby, and the Main Street doors will be open for stair access to the third floor.  Parking is available in the main parking lot or on the street.

We’ll be trying out the MCT space till June, to see how a larger room works.  Let’s all give it a chance and see how it goes. 

Another change is that we are asking each person to take a turn with set-up and clean-up at MCT.  Check the service schedule in the newsletter for the week you are scheduled for after-service treats, and that will also be the week for helping with set-up and clean-up.  Please come one half hour early to help place hymnals, orders of service, and announcements on the chairs, set-up Joys and Concerns 

candles, and to get ready for coffee hour.  After service, coffee pots will need to be emptied and put away, along with hymnals, candles, and coffee supplies.  We can use 

some lockers in the room to store those items.   MCT will set out the chairs for us, and we will need to restack them after service like we do at the Fellowship. 

There will be new ads starting in January to announce the change and to reach people who want to know more about Unitarian Universalism.

The last weekend in January, UU minister, Rev. Liz McMaster will be spending the weekend with us to have discussions on strengthening our congregation.  Please reserve time on Saturday, Jan. 28 at 10:00 and/or 1:00 for meeting with her at the Fellowship, and after the service at MCT on Sunday, Jan. 29.

Be well, do good work, and keep in touch.

Namaste, Bonna Graham-Hall

Programs

Many thanks for your generous response to my requests for presenters last year.  We had a good year!  My goals for the future are to maintain the quality and variety that marked last year’s programs and to match services to the appropriate Sunday wherever possible.  

Copies of the order of service are available on the table as you exit the Fellowship House.  Please use it as a guide so that we may have some continuity in our services.  On the other hand, we welcome new approaches. If you, or a guest speaker you have invited, do not wish to present an entire service, contact Barbara Cragg (251-5016) or Bonna Graham-Hall (549-4808) to assist you.    

Barbara Cragg

Coming Events

The UU women will be meeting for their monthly lunch on Monday, January 9 at noon at the China Buffet.  

Movie Night in January will be on Saturday, January 7, a change from our previous gigs on Friday night. We will view and discuss Philadelphia at 7:00PM at the fellowship house. Hope to see you there!

Getting to Know UU(FM) for folks interested in knowing more about Unitarian Universalism and our Missoula fellowship will be held after the service on Sunday, January 8. Please join us if you're new to UUism or just to our fellowship. We welcome your participation. Attendance does not commit you to anything except being more knowledgeable!

Cyndy and Ray Aten are looking for willing hosts for Circle Dinners (potlucks, in non-UUFM parlance) in January, February, and March. We know we need laughter and good food to get us through the winter months ahead, so we hope to schedule a dinner for each month. You may determine how many people you are able to host, and you can then leave the organizing to us! Please help support our fellowship within our Fellowship! 

The Peace of Wild Things

When despair for the world grows in me

and I wake in the night at the least sound

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be,

I go and lie down where the wood drake

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.

I come into the peace of wild things

who do not tax their lives with forethought

or grief.  I come into the presence of still water.

And I feel above me the day-blind stars

waiting for their light.  For a time

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.



Wendell Berry, Collected Poems

A Holiday Message from the Rev. William G. Sinkford

(Editor:  Although this material is slightly dated, its message of UU generosity, hope, and faith is timeless.)

December 2005
Dear Friends, 

In this holiday season, as we approach the New Year, we pause to look back over the year past. For so many it has been so hard.

I traveled to New Orleans just a few days ago and saw the physical devastation left by the hurricane. Mounds of debris on virtually every street. Many thousands of houses destroyed or standing empty, too severely damaged to ever be homes again. I heard stories of the trauma of these last months.

The people of New Orleans, hundreds of thousands of them, had to flee, becoming travelers often with destinations out of their control. A modern day diaspora. They had no choice but to rely on the hospitality of strangers.

But I also saw our congregations in the city coming together for worship and support in a Presbyterian church which opened its doors to us. Planning has begun for a vital Unitarian Univeralist presence in a rebuilt New Orleans. I am profoundly grateful for the outpouring of support from Unitarian Universalists for our New Orleans churches and for the citizens throughout the Gulf Coast. We will use some of those funds to encourage long term change in that region.

In November I went to Chad in north-central Africa with Charlie Clements, President of the UUSC. Charlie and I visited the refugee camps for those who had fled the genocidal war in the Darfur region of western Sudan. The refugees fled most often with only the clothes on their backs, and it was three months before United Nations aid arrived. But the people of the terribly poor villages of eastern Chad found it in their hearts to welcome these travelers. They opened their granaries and shared with the refugees all that they had.

In the Christian story of Christmas, a pregnant woman and her husband are forced to leave their home, becoming travelers in this season, relying upon the generosity of others. There is no room at the inn; the only hospitality offered was a place in a stable.

As we look back on this last year, we must hold its tragedies in our hearts. But we can also hold the reality that our response to those tragedies has been open-hearted and generous.

As we end 2005, Unitarian Univeralists will celebrate Hanukah and Christmas, Kwanzaa and the Solstice. These are celebrations of hope and light in the days of long darkness. May we remember that hope can be found not only in the faith that the days will once again lengthen into light, but also in our response to these recent dark days. It is the work of Christmas.

Note:  Publication of the minutes of the board of trustees meetings will resume in the February 2006 newsletter.

((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@yahoo.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com

Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Barbara Berens

Bonna Graham-Hall

Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Spokesperson:

Jodi Allison-Bunnell, 542-8281 

jodi@allison-bunnel.net

Bonna Graham-Hall

Adult Religious Education

Position open

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Monte Jewell, 854-8778

home@openmissoula.org
Ethel MacDonald

ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531

rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Barbara Berens

Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

Jodi Allison-Bunnell

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

Historian

John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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