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January 2007
Monthly Calendar of Events
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	7 – Ethel MacDonald:  “Hope for the New Year”; Board of Trustees Meeting following the service
	8 - Women’s Lunch at China Buffet-noon; Eclectic Book Group – 7:30, Ellen Strommen  3646 Brandon Way
	9 – Game Night-6:45
	10
	11
	12
	13

	14 – Bill Flanery:  “Old Principles and New Problems”;  Soup and sandwich potluck and “God’s Dog” discussion group to follow
	15 
	16 - Game Night-6:45
	17
	18
	19
	20

	21 – Judy Fjell:  “A Singing Service of Assurance”
	22
	23 – Game Night-6:45
	24
	25
	26
	27

	28 – Barbara Berens:  “Religion and Guilt – The Unholy Alliance”; “God’s Dog” discussion group to follow
	29
	30 – Game Night-6:45
	31
	1
	2
	3

	4 – Arminda Alexander (visiting minister):  “Something There Is:  I Love UU”  - A Celebration of Our 45th Anniversary – Special Soup and Sandwich potluck to follow
	5- Women’s Lunch at China Buffet-noon
	6 – Game Night-6:45
	7
	8
	9
	10


Notes from the Top
We are ready to take an exciting step into the larger world of Unitarian Universalism. With our vote at the special congregational meeting December 20, the decision was unanimously in favor of starting the search for a consulting minister for the 9 month church year beginning September 2007.  The process involves posting the position and interviewing respondents (plural, we hope) over the phone.  After the initial screening, a likely candidate will be brought here for a weekend to meet the entire congregation.  Last year in the Mountain Desert District, visiting and consulting ministers were in short supply, so I plan to expand our search to other ministerial contacts as well.
The expense involved may be a bit more than we budgeted for visiting ministers for the current year. However, since we will not have a visiting minister each month this year, some unspent money will be available from the current budget.  We have also received an additional donation for recruitment from a new friend of the Fellowship.  I hope we are successful in finding a good fit for our Fellowship. Keep good thoughts, and a prayer to the universe won't hurt either.

Having just recovered from a yucky( not in the medical texts, but definitely descriptive) virus, I hope you are all healthy, and that good health and well-being continue for the new year for each of us as well as for the congregation itself.  Happy 2007, Bonna Graham-Hall
We Cared
Thanks to your generosity this holiday season, we were able to adopt four people from the "We Care" column in the Missoulian.  All are clients at Community and Home Based Services which helps folks with disabilities to live as independently as possible.  We purchased a recliner, two winter jackets, gloves, and 2 sets of queen sized sheets.  Ray and Cyndy Aten donated two sets of book shelves. In addition, enough money was donated that we were able to provide grocery certificates to Albertson's and swim passes for two people at the Community Hospital rehab swim pool.
Gathering In--Guest at Your Table

From the Guest at Your Table boxes and our other donations, we will begin gathering up our collections to help the UU Service Committee, which in turn, helps the many hungry, disenfranchised people in the world. By contributing the cost of food that we would share with a guest for a month, we enable the UU Service Committee to fund their human rights, social justice, and relief projects all over the world, including inside the U.S.  
The youngsters will collect our contributions in January and tally them.  Let's share our good fortune and empower good works elsewhere.  See the December newsletter or www.uusc.org for more info about the UUSC.  If you prefer to donate by check, make them out to UUFM with "UUSC" on the notation line.  We will send one combined check once all donations are tallied.  Recipients will not know individually who helped them; let us be satisfied that we have been able to extend this help without need for recognition.

Youth Project

Before Christmas, the Youth RE group hosted a lunch and holiday sale.  Thanks to your participation, they raised $125--quite a lot considering the low prices!   Proceeds were used by Ekoo and Abaki Beck to select Christmas gifts for two disadvantaged Missoula children.  Thanks to the parents who helped, to the young people for their participation, and to members and friends, whose purchases supported our UU youth in their first fundraising project!
 45th Anniversary Celebration
This February will mark the 45th anniversary of the Fellowship's charter with the UUA in Boston.  In celebration, Reverend Armida Alexander, the new minister from Glacier Fellowship, will be with us, presenting the February 4 service titled, "Something There Is: I Love UU."  Mark the date now for this fun day with Reverend Armida. We will have the Soup and Sandwich Potluck a week early to make this a more festive occasion.  
The Board agreed that a special collection dedicated to purchase a new chalice would be a nice commemoration of this milestone.  Cyndy and Ray 
Aten volunteered to inquire about a creation by a local potter for us.
Judy Fjell In Missoula, January 20-21
After a long absence from Missoula, Singer-Songwriter Judy Fjell is happily returning for a full weekend with musical friends Beth Youngblood (Violin, Vocal) and Janet Haarvig (cello, bass, vocal) and theater improv actor Pamela Stoneham.  Political activist and actor Jeanmarie Simpson (“A Single Woman”, the story of Jeannette Rankin) has arranged to be in Missoula for the weekend from Los Angeles where “A Single Woman” is being filmed for release this spring.  Learn more about Singer-Songwriter Judy Fjell at www.judyfjell.com and put these events on your calendar.

Saturday – Quaker Meeting House
10:00 AM - Judy will share her usual vocal play and wisdom, including some new vocal expansion techniques.

5:00 PM - Peace song sing along and potluck.  All are welcome.
7:30 PM - Evening concert.  Judy and Synnovei's Dream (Beth Youngblood and Janet Haarvig) as well as special guests.

Sunday – Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
10:00 AM Sunday morning Judy will lead a "Singing Service of Judy will lead a "Singing Service of Assurance".

Jim Wallis of Sojourners 
to Speak in Missoula
 March 2, 2007

Jim Wallis, author of the national best seller, God's Politics: Why the Right Gets it Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It, will give a major speech "Practicing a Faith That Does Justice" in Missoula, Friday March 2, in the University Center Ballroom. Wallis, Executive Director of Sojourners in Washington DC, has been invited by the Western Montana Spiritual Development Council, an association of lay and clergy individuals from over 20 Missoula-area congregations, including UUFM. A six-month campaign of personal postcards, letters and phone calls by over 100 Missoulians helped convince Wallis and Sojourners to include Montana in his nationwide speaking tour.

A day-long training workshop on "Becoming Prophetic Advocates for Justice" at local and state levels will be offered Saturday, March 3, led by a senior Sojourners facilitator from Washington DC. Both the Wallis speech and the workshop are open to everyone who is passionate to learn how to speak out for justice as people of faith.  Wallis' message is that poverty, war, the environment and human rights are all religious issues which can unite people of many different faiths to work for the common good.  Study groups for God's Politics are being organized at FUMC and other local congregations this spring.

Tickets will be available in January, 2007 at the Fellowship. Ticket prices are $15.00 in advance, $20.00 at the door, $10.00 for students/those "living lightly". Workshop cost will be modest but hasn't been decided yet.  Check the WMSDC website at www.aspiritrunsthroughit.org for updated information.

UU Travel Options
Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to interesting destinations where you can stay in the homes of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to provide directions and advice for their area?

The UU bed and breakfast directory, UU're Home, (formerly Homecomings) can fulfill your dreams. For 27 years, we've provided a network of hosts in the United States (and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new friends and who are happy to open their home to like-minded people.

You can also become a host and be listed in the directory. Contact us at 828-281-3253 or at info@uurehome.com, and we will gladly send you information about listing your accommodations.

Jeremy Taylor in Bremerton
Greetings! You are invited to join us for a wonderful weekend in April. We're letting you know now for your advance planning purposes, and to allow you to put this information into your newsletters, emails, and otherwise spread the word: Jeremy Taylor will be in Bremerton, WA the weekend of April 27 - 29.

Details are in the attachment, the brochure that is being mailed out to those I don't have email addresses for. This is one of many invitations being sent out to UU and other churches in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana, and individuals as well. We will have a fantastic time!
Jeremy, as you may know, is a UU minister and the pre-eminent teacher of dreamwork. His books have been translated into many languages, and he speaks to groups around the globe (www.jeremytaylor com). He will be returning to Miriam's Well in May (www.miriamswell.org) to teach on, "The Metaphoric Reality of Dreams." There, tuition is $300 and doesn't include lodging or food. Here, we have him for $55 with special rates for a local hotel, and meals are included!
Church of the Larger Fellowship 
Letter Writing Project

Did you know that you and your group could help with the Church of the Larger Fellowship’s (CLF) ministry to Incarcerated UUs?  The CLF, a cyber-space congregation providing Unitarian Universalism to isolated religious liberals, offers a

spiritual lifeline to incarcerated UUs.  Almost 300 prisoners across the US have joined the UU Church of the Larger Fellowship, with more every month.  With no access to the web or UU Sunday services, prisoners' only way of learning more about UUism is through written publications, and letters ex changed with CLF staff and other UUs.  Sadly, dozens of CLF prisoner-members have been waiting for many months to be matched with a UU penpal through the CLF's Letter Writing Ministry.
Members of any UU congregation who might like to write to a CLF prisoner-member are invited to visit the CLF website:  www.clfuu.org http://www.clfuu.org/.  Click on Prison Ministry to learn more about CLF's Prison Programs and apply for the Letter Writing Ministry.  Penpals from the same congregation can form an informal study/support group together.   Let me know if you have questions. Beth Murray, CLF
A Recipe for Fellowship
For those who wanted the recipe from Ellen Strommen's Thanksgiving potluck delight, the
delicious nut loaf, here it is.  According to Deborah Madison, the author of The Greens Cookbook in which Ellen found the recipe, it makes a satisfying main course as well as an excellent filling for stuffed peppers, cabbage rolls, and squash, and is worth making extra as leftovers for sandwiches.
Vegetarian Nut Loaf
1 1/2 C cooked brown rice (3/4 C uncooked brown rice with 1 1/3+ C water, cover, bring to a boil, reduce heat and allow to cook for 35 minutes. Check

for doneness)

1 1/2 C walnuts

1/2 C cashews

1 medium yellow onion, finely chopped

2 Tbsp butter

Salt

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

1/2 C fresh mushrooms of choice, cleaned and chopped

1/2 to 1 ounce dried shiitake or porcini mushrooms, soaked in hot water for 20 minutes and chopped

2 Tbsp parsley, chopped or 1 Tbsp dried parsley

1 tsp thyme leaves, chopped or 1/2 tsp dried thyme

1 Tbsp marjoram, chopped or 1 tsp dried marjoram

1 tsp sage, chopped or 1/2 tsp dried sage

4 eggs, beaten

1 C cottage cheese

9 to 12 ounces cheese, grated (use a variety if you have on hand some that go well together)-- we'll have to ask Ellen what she used.

Pepper, fresh ground if available

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Begin by cooking rice: 3/4 C uncooked rice with 1 1/3+ C water, bring to a boil, reduce heat and allow to cook for 35 minutes. Check for doneness. Toast the nuts in the oven 5-7 minutes, then chop finely.  Cook the onion in butter over moderate heat until translucent; season with salt, add the garlic, both types of mushrooms, and herbs and cook until the liquid released from the mushrooms has been reduced.  Combine this mixture with the rice, nuts, eggs, cottage cheese, and grated cheese. Season to taste with pepper and additional salt if needed.  Increase oven temp to 375 degrees. Lightly butter a standard 5 x 9 loaf pan; then line it with buttered waxed paper or parchment paper.  Fill the pan and bake loaf at 375 until the top is golden and rounded, about 1 to 1 1/4 hours.  The loaf should be firm when you give the pan a shake. Let sit 10 minutes before turning it out onto a serving plate; then take off the paper. Serve with Mushroom Sauce or Herb Bechamel Sauce. If you get this far and want the recipe for these, ask Bonna or Ellen S.  A commercial mushroom soup can be substituted, but the loaf is delicious by itself. 
((((((((((((((((((((((((
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