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Treasurer: Barbara Berens

Email and Hardcopy Edition
Summer 2006
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	June 11
	7:00 PM
	Josh Davis

	June 18
	7:00 PM
	Michelle Fields 

	June 25
	7:00 PM 
	Bonna Graham-Hall

	July 2
	 7:00 PM 
	No Service – Stay tuned for a possible picnic at the Bison Range

	July 9
	7:00 PM 
	Cyndy and Ray Aten; special business meeting

	July 16
	7:00 PM
	David Werner

	July 23
	7:00 PM
	Carol Gordon

	July 30
	7:00 PM
	Bill Flanery

	August 6
	7:00 PM
	Marleen Ochs

	August 13
	7:00 PM
	Ellen Flanery

	August 20
	7:00 PM
	Margery Fels Palmer

	August 27
	10:30 AM
	Patti Weeda

	September 3
	2:00 PM
	Picnic at the Fellowship – grilled hamburgers and chicken fillets will be provided; please bring salads or desserts

	September 10
	10:30 AM 
	Fall Ingathering


"The influence of each human being on others in this life is a kind of immortality."~~ John Quincy Adams.

News From the Top

Another year is winding down into the lazier days of summer and the start of our evening schedule for services. We are ending the year with a new focus.

Our Annual Meeting went well, with a budget bolstered by generous pledges which allow for some expanded programs including extra music

performances, regular services by visiting ministers, membership in the Church of the Larger Fellowship, and the opportunity for more outreach giving.

The congregation voted against renting space on a regular basis at MCT for services next year, and instead voted to hold services at the Fellowship until a more suitable space is available. We learned from

our MCT renting experiment that having our own space is important.

After much discussion, the result of a nonbinding vote was that we would look for a larger building that better fits the needs of the Fellowship.  If and when another building becomes available, we would

need to have a plan in place to acquire it.  To that end, we will hold a special business meeting July 9 to take an official vote whether to look for another building to purchase, and, if appoved, to set up a

plan to authorize the purchase of the new property and the sale of the McLeod house.

It may take quite some time to find an appropriate building, and, in fact, there is the possibility that we will be unable to find one. Many in the congregation feel that the location of a future church home is as important as the space itself.  We will not be rushing into a purchase.

In the meantime, we will concentrate on offering interesting programs and providing meaningful, thoughtful services and regular visits from

ministers.  Ellen Flanery and Patti Weeda, the new co-chairs of the Adult RE committee are starting to plan adult RE sessions that may include learning about world religions. We will continue the various

social get-togethers that we started this year--Monday Game Night, Book Club, Hiking Group, Movie Night, Circle Dinners, and Women's

Lunch, though only Game Night, Women's Lunch and Hiking Group will be held in the summer.

I'm grateful for the diversity of thought and freedom of belief of our Unitarian Universalist faith, and I'm equally grateful for our congregation that supports one another and is growing into a nuturing community.

Enjoy our wonderful Montana summer and hope you can come to evening services.

Namaste,

Bonna

Continuing During the Summer

Scrabble/Game Night

Come join in word building with noncompetitive UU gamers Monday evenings at 6:45 pm

Women's Lunch

Held the first Monday of the month at noon at China Buffet

Hiking Group

Hikes will be held weekly through the summer. Call Bill Flanery for info: 721-6115

July 2 Picnic??

If there are enough people interested, we will have a potluck picnic Sunday, July 2 at the Bison Range.  E-mail or call Bonna Graham-Hall
Mother's Day Project for
 Future's Teen Moms

On Mother's Day, the children's religious education group collected $107.60 from the congregation to assist Futures.

Futures is part of Women's Opportunity & Resource Development and uses a youth development approach to give teen parents leadership and advocacy skills that empower them to stay in education and shape their own lives, families and communities in ways that support self-sufficiency, independence and choice.

The children decided to split the money evenly between necessities (diapering supplies) and small luxuries (small gift certificates for treats).

Ekoo and Abaki Beck and Camas and Jodi Allison-Bunnell shopped for gift certificates from Rockin' Rudy's, Bernice's, and Big Dipper. Camas and Jodi

purchased diapers and wipes from the Good Food Store and also used some paperback credit at the Book Exchange to buy some good-quality children's

books. The total value of the UUFM gift was $136.72.

Kris Freeman of the Futures staff received the donations with great enthusiasm and thanks the congregation for their generosity. 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

JUNE 4, 2006

Twenty of 37 members, well over a quorum, were present as reported by Mac Palmer.   The quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 11:25 with Steve Allison-Bunnell serving as facilitator.  

Mac Palmer moved that the minutes of the 2005 Annual Meeting be approved, subject to correcting Barbara Berens’ office to treasurer rather than secretary-treasurer and some minor typos.   Second, B. Berens.  Passed.

Committee Reports

In her President’s report, Bonna Graham-Hall spoke of the Fellowship having completed an unusually productive year.  In particular, the experiment of meeting at Missoula Children’s Theater taught us a great deal, including that the space in which we meet is less important than other considerations.  She also stated her appreciation for the wide range of ways in which people have been involved, including Movie nights, Game/Scrabble nights, the book club, hiking group, a group working toward developing a choir, people helping out with a range of things that needed doing.  

Bonna had acknowledged the hard work of many in the congregation, but no one had worked harder than she, so following her report she was presented with a card and gift in recognition of all that she has done for the Fellowship over the past year.

Reporting on Programs, Barbara Cragg commented that she had worked toward a wide variety of programming 
over the year. She did comment that there had been too many services where she had filled in; this will not continue.  More people need to offer to give programs.  This coming year will be Barbara’s last year on Programs; she is looking forward to having Bill Flanery working with her this year.  Others who are interested are welcome.   She also was pleased to have introduced printed announcements this year, rather than having them as part of the service.   Anyone who has suggestions regarding services should talk to Barbara and volunteer to help.

For Childrens’ RE, Marleen Ochs reported that she and Steve Allison-Bunnell were the planners for the fall program, with Saul and Sara Clement also participating.  Among activities: Looking into the origins of Halloween traditions and producing a play based on what they learned.  The CRE planners would welcome more involvement of Fellowship members; it is important for children to see more of adults actively involved in the work of the Fellowship.  For spring, Jodi Allison-Bunnell reported that she and Lisa Thomas were the primary planners but with help from Marleen, Steve, and Maria Giarrizzo.  Only 6 children actually registered.  They ranged in age from 2 to 12.  Activities included Guest at Your Table, Spring equinox play, earth day activities with cleanup and also making canvas bags which were given to Fellowship attendees, and a Mother’s Day special collection which went to the Futures project for teen mothers in Missoula.   
Marleen and Jodi also submitted a written report summarizing CRE participation and activities from Sept 2005—May 2006.  For 2006—2007, Steve Allison-Bunnell will serve as CRE liaison with the UUFM Board.

Lisa Thomas also applauded the efforts of parents to keep children coming consistently; it requires a family effort.   A good program partly depends on planning but it also requires a commitment by the family to get the children there.
Building and Grounds has no chair at present; the position is open to someone interested in taking it on.  Mac Palmer is the de facto go-to person.  His report was short and to the point: He managed to get everything fixed that he was called for. 
Ray Aten, reporting for Membership, noted that pretty much everything proposed at last year’s Annual Meeting has seen some action.  Nearly all members have been contacted in an effort to bring membership information up to date; Bonna has been very helpful in this work.    Kathy Usher is now contacting newcomers.  The Website is up and running.  Any member or friend who has suggestions for the Web site should contact Ray.   Getting publicity on KUFM proved to be quite expensive, but we may want to do it if we go to a new space.  The one thing proposed last year that wasn’t done: The Aten’s didn’t have a party.
Ethel MacDonald, speaking for Social Justice, pointed out that she is an individual and not a committee.  But she attempts to keep UUFM members informed of isssues and to involve UUFM members in a variety of activities, and these efforts have turned out well.   Anyone who has ideas about activities or who might be interested in serving on a committee should contact Ethel.
Marleen noted that marching in the Peace Parade was a good experience for her children.  Maybe coordination of CRE with Social Justice can provide one more opportunity for children’s involvement.   Ethel informed the group that the Peace Seekers are marching on July 4 in Butte.  There will be a bus from Missoula.   

In her Treasurer’s Report, Barbara Berens took us through a fairly detailed discussion, in particular of entries projected for FY07 which differ from those for FY06.  Pledges are up.  Overall the budget is close to revenue neutral, without having to turn to cash reserves.  Total cash on hand comes to $18,490.  These are funds that can be available for major projects if necessary (example: New roof). In addition, $426 was collected for UUSC, including collections for Katrina and for Guest at your Table.  A number of questions were fielded which Barbara answered to the questioners’ satisfaction.   Ray Aten moved acceptance of the proposed budget; second, Margery Fels Palmer; pass.

Barbara Berens has also been Newsletter editor this year.  She missed Joel Shechter, whose departure left the Newsletter position open in fall 2005.   Patti Weeda will serve as Newsletter editor for 2006—2007.

As for Social Events/ Hospitality, Bonna reminded us that Liz McMaster had said to just BE more involved.  Scrabble had just started; hiking group was beginning.   She asked about other ideas people have for fun activities, which would be good for getting to know one another.  Mac spoke of a joint picnic in years past at the Bison Range with the Kalispell fellowship.  Even if they are no longer interested, perhaps we could do that ourselves.  Arnold Finklin commented that the Fellowship used to go to a place in the Bitterroots.  Barb Cragg asked what about DeVoto Grove?  Steve suggested that during lunch we might check different locations.  
Cyndy Aten brought up Circle Dinners, a Membership activity which also fits under Social Events.  They will take place again this year, probably during winter which seems to be the best time for them. Anyone who has other ideas about things we might do to support members should speak to Ray or Cyndy Aten.

Regarding the rental apartment, Jodi Allison-Bunnell was the liaison with Lambros Realtors until December.  Since then Mac has filled in.  Mac reported that the place was a real mess but was a bit better by the time the tenant left.  
Steve pointed out that even though we pay Lanbros to manage the property, it still takes time and effort from members.  Some time soon we may wish to discuss whether we want to continue renting the space or commit it to some other use.  Jodi reminded the group that House and Grounds covers not only current maintenance, but also long range planning, long-term maintenance, and renovations.

Ethel MacDonald also raised the question of the house schedule.  She is not currently doing much.  Perhaps consideration of this issue can wait until future plans become clearer.

Nominations and Election of Officers

Officers who must be elected by the membership according to our bylaws, and the nominees to fill them for the coming year, include:

Chair


Bonna Graham-Hall

Vice-Chair

Margery Fels Palmer

Secretary

Ellen Strommen

Treasurer

Barbara Berens

Program Committee
Barbara Cragg, Bill 



Flanery, Bonna Graham-Hall

House and Grounds
Open

Additional offices include:

Canvass Chair

Margery Fels Palmer

Social Justice Chair
Ethel MacDonald  

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald

Membership

Cyndy Aten and Ray Aten, co-


chairs

Adult RE

Ellen Flanery and Patty 



Weeda, co-chairs

Newsletter

Patti Weeda (editor)



Margery Fels Palmer 



(distribution)
Youth RE 

Jodi Allison-Bunnell, Marleen 


Ochs, Lisa Thomas

Rental Liaison

Mac Palmer

Nominations from the floor were called for.   No additional nominations were made.  Ellen Strommen moved acceptance of the slate of officers; second, Jodi Allison-Bunnell; passed.

Discussion of Future Space Options
Before discussion began, Steve emphasized that we are NOT voting today on a course of action.  Recapping recent weeks: First, Bonna e-mailed a set of proposals mostly related to staying at MCT or not.  Next, Steve e-mailed a memo regarding refocusing.  While we will not be voting on new future directions today, we do need to 
have an up or down vote on whether to continue meeting at MCT.

To start discussion, Bonna moved that we NOT return to MCT.  In ensuing discussion members brought up a number of points.  Bigger space may provide an opportunity to grow.  But—alternative view—a larger space as such doesn’t guarantee greater attendance and growth.  One problem of meeting there was sharing space, with the set-up and breakdown difficulties and also annoying interference from users of other rooms.  Some really liked the high ceilings and light; the acoustics were better—though an alternative view was that there was an echo which interfered with hearing..  And it was nice not to have to deal with maintenance.  The question was called.  19 voted for, 3 against.  We will not be meeting at MCT next year.  

Bill Flanery asked whether people are ready to say whether they want to stay at the current Fellowship House or go elsewhere.   We don’t have a clear alternative so we can’t really choose; need to find other space, then make the choice given the qualities of the alternative space.  Steve pointed out that that is his intention in this discussion, to forward the process.   He called for a straw vote to see how members feel about staying or looking for alternative space.  Much discussion followed. Lisa Thomas commented that no matter where we go there will be maintenance issues—even if we build for ourselves.  Michelle Field read a position with three parts: The University district is within walking distance for many of the folks from whom we might expect to draw new members; reducing driving is important for ecological sensitivity; and she likes the current space.   Bill pointed out that looking for more suitable space is not necessarily rejecting a central location.  Ethel suggested rephrasing the question for the straw vote: Are you open to looking for more suitable space.  Ray supported this re-statement, and pointed out that things like lighting, openness, etc. CANNOT be achieved in the Fellowship house; even improving what is there would require extensive re-modeling which would detract from its value as a home, its most salable usage.  Arnold argued that not everyone feels the same—he doesn’t mind the low ceilings.  

Steve then reframed the question as: Do we want to move forward regarding moving to other space?   Jodi is ready to look for new space.  Kathy Usher raised the question of where we want to focus resources—in this space, or outside of this space?  Joyce Clarke commented that she really likes UUFM but this does not depend on a particular space.  Cyndy Aten is enthusiastic about finding a space that better reflects who we are and who we hope to become.  Looking around there’s a lot of gray hair.  How about attracting young families?   And, she finds the smell disturbing.   Steve cited conversations with Saul Clement.  Saul’s family didn’t attend at MCT because they wanted to come to a space that was a spiritual home.   
Marleen is fond of the building but it’s not very child friendly.  Ellen F. commented that perhaps it is time to set up an exploration committee to go look at spaces and provide some structure for the discussion.

Put to the vote, the question of whether we want to move forward regarding looking for other space resulted in a vote of 2 against, 20 for.  A clear majority is ready to start looking for other spaces.

Following the vote there was some discussion of bylaws and implications of moving.  Mac, our bylaws expert, pointed out that a request from 40% of members, distributed with 30-day notice and  specifying the purpose of the meeting, is required for any action relating to buying and selling.    However, 5 members can call a meeting but the 30-day notice is still required.  Ray Aten moved that a meeting be held on July 9 at 7 pm to further discuss details of moving to a new space.  The Board or an ad hoc search committee should be charged with getting information for discussion.
Following adjournment of the Annual Meeting, an ad hoc group consisting of Cynthia Aten, Macdougal Palmer, Jody Allison, Barbara Cragg, Margery Fels Palmer, and Ethel MacDonald prepared and signed a petition to call a meeting of the UUFM congregation on Sunday, July 9, 2006, at 7 pm at 102 McLeod, thus meeting the requiredment of the bylaws.  A notice of this meeting will be sent to all members. 
Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary

Closing Thought
"I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark should burn out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry rot. I would rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me in magnificent glow, than a sleepy and permanent planet. The proper function of man is to live, not to exist. I shall not waste my days in trying to prolong them. I shall use my time." ~Jack London

. 
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Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com

Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Bill Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@onewest.net
Bonna Graham-Hall
Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Jodi Allison-Bunnell, 542-8281 

jodi@allison-bunnel.net

Marleen Ochs, 745-2548
mtochs@blackfoot.net

Lisa Thomas, 721-1485
Adult Religious Education

Ellen Flanery, 721-6115
beflanery@onewest.net

Patricia Weeda, 543-6159
2ponds@cybernet1.com

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531

rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Patricia Weeda
Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

Historian

John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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