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Summer Schedule
10 am at the Fellowship (unless otherwise noted)
June 10 -- Judy Fjell leads a music filled service (service will be held at Har Shalom)

June 17 -- Carol Marsh
June 24 -- Cathy Reich: Taste of Myth
July 1 -- Ethel MacDonald
July 8 -- Bonna Graham-Hall
July 15 -- Bill Flanery
July 22 -- Dove Flanery
July 29 -- Rev. Steve Wilson: Transcendentalism 101
August 5 -- Carol Gordon
August 12 -- Mary Nordhagen
August 19 -- Ellen Strommen
August 26 -- Barbara Cragg
September 2 -- Labor Day Potluck Picnic at Greenough Park
September 9 -- Ingathering: Water Ceremony
Other Events Happening During the Summer

Women’s Lunch -- first Monday of every month at noon at China Buffet

Scrabble Night -- every Tuesday at 6:45 pm at the Fellowship

Eclectic Readers -- July 9th at 7:30 pm at the home of Barbara Cragg, 123 East Foss Ct. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Everything that slows us down and forces patience, everything that sets us back into the slow circles of nature is a help. Gardening is an instrument of grace. 
~~May Sarton

Notes From the Top
Our formal church year is almost at an end with only one formal service left - on June 10, Judy Fjell will lead a music-filled program with a focus on peace. (See the article below about her other events this weekend.)  For Judy's service only, we are meeting at the new Har Shalom building to try out the space and acoustics.  It is located at 3035 S. Russell across from the YMCA, with parking in the back.

News from the Annual Meeting is the vote to offer the consulting minister position to Wanda Daniels.  We are waiting to hear back from her after she has a chance to talk to Nancy Bowen, the District Executive for our own Mountain Desert District.  If she accepts the job, she will be with us one weekend a month from September through June. Not only does she have extensive experience as a consulting minister, she is also a certified counselor and is willing to offer counseling services when requested.  I will let everyone know her decision as soon as I hear.

We will continue to have services on Sundays at 10:00 for the summer with a more informal atmosphere including discussion. I hope lots of us will attend and enjoy this series of programs lead by individual members and friends.  Weekly updates may stretch out to bi-weekly, especially during June when I will be away at GA, along with 7 others from the Fellowship.

Have an enjoyable summer.  Let's hope we have enough rain to put out any fires that occur.

As always, take care, do good work and keep the faith.

Bonna Graham-Hall
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Youth Religious Education Update
In recent weeks some insightful discussions have evolved in our Youth RE class.  First, we read the Mother’s Day Proclamation written in 1870 by Julia Ward Howe.  The four boys present (ranging in age from 7-11) had many comments about why a mother would rebel at the idea of sending her sons off to die and kill in the American Civil War. We also talked 
about how this view of Mother’s Day differs from the current version where you often show respect for your mother by buying her something.  
A second discussion arose from an examination of the life of Mahatma Gandhi.  In the process of examining what motivated Gandhi to nonviolent social action, the children made a list of reasons why young people in the world join the military.  The list is probably well known to adults.  It was, however, wonderful to see that list produced by the very people who will be asked to fight in the “next” war.   Or perhaps, they will be the ones to lead us peacefully out of the next confrontation.

In the summer, the young people of our congregation do not typically meet on Sunday mornings.  I am hoping, however, to get families together once or twice to have some fun, get to know each other better, and decide on a focus for our Fall Youth RE meetings. In the meantime, I would like to recommend a new book for parents and youth who want to make things happen at UUFM and in the world.  It is called When Youth Lead: A Guide to Intergenerational Social Justice Ministry.  It was written by Jill M. Schwendeman and is available on the UUA website. Copies will be also be available at UUFM later in the summer. If you have any suggestions for me regarding youth involvement in UUFM please feel free to contact me at 745-2548 or mtochs@blackfoot.net.
Marleen Ochs

Antiwar Vigil on Higgins Street Bridge
UUFM members and family and friends are invited to join member, Carol Marsh, and assorted peace activists in an antiwar vigil at the north end of the 
Higgins Street Bridge any Tuesday, 5 to 6 p.m. The vigil, now in its third year, goes on all year, but this 
is the season when it's a pleasure to be out on the bridge, and people in cars and on foot and bike passing by are enthusiastically supportive. Make your own sign or pick one up at the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center, and show your opposition to the continuation of this indefensible war.

An Eventful Weekend
Friday June 8, 7:30 pm, Friends Meeting House, 1861 S.12th W. Singer and modern peace activist, Judy Fjell will offer a concert with Beth Youngblood and Janet Haarvig in honor of the weekend's celebration of Jeannette Rankin's birthday and premiere of the new movie about her.  A $10-20 donation requested.

Saturday, June 9, 11-4, at JRPC on Higgins, Judy Fjell will lead a free singing workshop with potluck lunch.

Saturday, June 9, 7 pm at the Wilma Theatre, Missoula hosts the world premiere of the film "A Single Woman" about Jeannette Rankin.  Director Kamela Lopez-Dawson and star, Jeanmarie Simpson will speak, Judy Fjell and the Montana Women's Chorus will sing and Mayor Jon Engen will be on hand to welcome you.  Doors open at 6:30 and the performance starts at 7 pm.  Tickets are $10 or $5 for seniors and students.  Advance tickets are available at JRPC.
Next Sunday, June 10, at 10:00 am our service will be held at Har Shalom's new building at 3035 S. Russell, across the street from the YMCA.  Judy Fjell will lead one of her special music-filled services for us.  Come catch the spirit from Judy's energetic music.  Volunteers are needed to help set up starting at 9:00.  Parking is in back.
Next Sunday, June 10, at 5 pm at the University Congregational Church, there is a Community Peace Potluck to celebrate Jeannette Rankin's birthday and to meet the star and director of the film, "A Single Woman".  Bring a dish to share or a donation.  Come enjoy some cake and celebration with us!

Register Now for the MDD 2007 Conference and Assembly
Registration forms are now available online for the MDD Annual Conference and Delegate Assembly on October 12-14, 2007, at the Holiday Inn Grand in Billings, MT. This year’s theme is “The Corps of Discovery:  Exploring Life Stories,” and the Early Bird registration fee of $145 is available through September 9. Registration after September 9 is $170. Lower fees are available for young adults, youth and children.

Registration fees for adults include all workshops, five meals, and child care during workshops. Holiday Inn room rates for the conference are $75+tax per night for reservations made before September 15. Mention MDD Conference to get the reduced rate. Holiday Inn offers a complimentary airport shuttle.
To download a registration form and get more information on the conference, visit the MDD website at www.mdduua.org. 

Website Improvements
One of the ways that people get to know UUFM before visiting is by checking out our website.  If you presented a program during the past year or so and would be willing to post the written text of your “sermon” on our website, please contact Duane Ochs at mtochs@blackfoot.net.  Including the opening and closing words and even the lyrics to songs used during the service can help explain the things that we value to those who are curious about Unitarian Universalism in Missoula.
(
Read and Discuss
The Eclectic Readers will discuss Barack Obama's The Audacity of Hope, June 11 at 7:30 pm at the home of Barbara Cragg, 123 East Foss Ct.  Next month's selection is Hanna's Daughter by Marianne Fredriksson.  You are welcome to participate in one or more book discussions. For more information, please call Barbara Cragg at 251-5016.
New Flooring

Our new carpet and vinyl have been installed in kitchen, bathroom, foyer, stairs and meeting room.  It is a wonderful improvement, and the installers Clint and Tina Kinzel did a beautiful job, not the least of which was working the new material around all the radiators.  Mark at Pierce Flooring was a great help selecting the colors and style. The carpet is 'green' in that it is totally recyclable back to new carpet.
Good Fundraisers
Josh Davis is hosting a monthly dinner at 6:00 pm the first Sunday of the month at the Fellowship to help raise money for the Mahankhal Chautari School in Nepal, $15/person, under 10 free.  For information, contact Josh at insaneroosterslam@yahoo.com or 721-0183.  The dinner features authentic, vegetarian Nepali food, including wonderful chai.  Perhaps bring a friend, help contribute to a worthy cause, and enjoy an adventurous meal. Josh is planning to hold these monthly dinners with hopes they become an anticipated social gathering.  Maybe we could have a contest to name the evening: the Nepali Cafe?  East Meets West?
Our youth group's Yard Sale & Plant Sale was a big success with over $700 raised for the school that Josh Davis is helping build in Nepal. Carol Marsh won the quilt raffle which was also held to help raise money for Josh's school.  Congrats to Carol and thanks to all who helped with the sale.
Poetry Corner

Ring the bells that still can ring,
Forget your perfect offering.
There is a crack in everything.
That's how the light gets in.
                
~~Leonard Cohen
Why UUFM?
I was asked recently by a parent in the Mission Valley, where I live, why I bother to drive my 11 year old twin boys for an hour each way every Sunday morning to attend the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Missoula.  I had to admit, that there are some Sundays when I wonder the same thing. This person, however, really wanted to know what my children could experience at UUFM that would justify the time and expense of that weekly trip.  

I didn’t respond very eloquently at the time, but the discussion prompted me to really think about what I want my boys to experience at UUFM.  Here’s my list.  
· I want them to have an understanding of the many spiritual traditions that exist in the world. 
· I want them to experience a community of people who differ in many ways but agree that each of us can help the world become a better place. 
·  I want them to build relationships with adults and young people that will sustain them through the difficult choices they will make in their teen years and beyond.  
· I want them to work for social justice with as much vigor as they work for school and sports.  
· I want them to see the seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism in action.  
During my recent thoughts on this topic I remembered John, a tall skinny teenager with spiked hair and at least two visible body piercings.  In 2005, he was one of the youth participants in a Sunday service at the First Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Nashville (the complete text is on their website).  The Youth Group had been asked to prepare a service for the whole congregation around the question “What’s church got to do with it?” John said: “Perhaps there is no easy answer to that 
question, but there are some common threads that I think affect everyone and make this community what it is.  We provide a haven for developing ideas and new or different ways of thinking.  We create a loving embrace for everyone and everything that is a part of our community, and for the rest of the world as well.  And isn’t that what church should be all about?  A united community creating a sense of love that everyone can share.  The change I experience in myself, and the changes in all individuals of this community are fueled by love, and that’s what church has got to do with it.”  I think John pretty much sums it up for me.  I hope my boys will have similar feelings about UUFM when they are John’s age. 
Marleen Ochs

Kitchen Creations

Potato Chip Cookies

1 cup unsalted butter, at room temperature

½ cup granulated sugar, plus ½ cup more for coating

1 t. pure vanilla extract

2 cups all-purpose flour

½ t. cinnamon

¾ cup potato chips, crushed

½ cup pecans, chopped

Heat oven to 375 degrees.  Cream the butter and ½ cup sugar in a large bowl with an electric mixer on high speed.  Lower to medium speed and add the vanilla.  Add the flour and cinnamon to the butter mixture.  Beat on low speed until incorporated.  Fold in the potato chips and pecans.  Form into approximately 1 ½ -inch balls. Dredge in the remaining sugar.  Place on parchment- or foil-lined baking sheets, 2 inches apart.  Bake until golden brown around the edges, about 13 minutes. Let cool on sheets for 5 minutes, then transfer to wire racks.
Ten Things to Do to Decrease Your Carbon Footprint--from An Inconvenient Truth
Change a light -- Replacing one regular light bulb with a compact fluorescent bulb will save 150 lbs. of carbon dioxide a year.

Drive less -- Walk, carpool, bike, or take mass transit more often.  You'll save a pound of carbon dioxide for every mile you don't drive.

Recycle more -- You can save 2,400 pounds of carbon dioxide per year by recycling just half of your household waste.

Check your tires -- Keeping tires inflated properly can improve mileage by more than 3%.  Each gallon saved keeps 20 lbs. of CO2 out of the atmosphere.

Use less hot water -- Installling a low flow showerhead and washing clothes in cold water can save 350 pounds and 500 pounds of CO2, respectively, per year.

Avoid products with a lot of packaging -- You can save 1,200 pounds of CO2 if you cut down your garbage by 10%.

Adjust your thermostat -- Moving it down 2 degrees in winter and up 2 degrees in summer could save about 2000 lbs. of CO2 per year.

Plant a tree -- A single tree will absorb one ton of CO2 over its lifetime.  Planting it to shade your living area gives an added cooling bonus.

Turn off electronic devices -- Simply turning them off when you're not using them can save thousands of pounds of CO2 per year.
((((((((((((((((((((((((
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