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March 2005
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	Mar. 6
Children’s RE

Marta Meengs 543-0087  

(movie day)
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Lisa Thomas and Bonna Graham-Hall, “Our Church’s Vulnerability: Safeguarding our Church through Training and Education.”

Refreshments – Arnold Finklin                         

	Mar. 13
Children’s RE

Kevin Hyde    543-8405
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Kevin Hyde, “Are UU Existentialist?”

Refreshments – Kevin & Deborah Hyde.


	Mar. 20
Children’s RE

Steve Allison-Bunnell 542-8281
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM

	Ethel MacDonald, “Two Years of Shock and Awe.”

Refreshments – Brooke Davila

	Mar. 27
Children’s RE

Intergenerational
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	Bonna Graham-Hall and friends: “A Celebration of Renewal,”
an Intergenerational Service.
EASTER SUNDAY POTLUCK; Sign up at the Fellowship!

	Apr. 3
Children’s RE
Tim Skufca 

543-0087  

(movie day)
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM


	Courtney Roberts, “Zoroaster, the Most Influential Man in Western Religion.” (See speaker note in Newsletter).
Refreshments – Marta Meengs and Tim Skufca   


See page 5 for an important article about our Congregational Covenant.
Keep a Sharp Lookout!
 

With our increase in attendance this winter, including 3 more families with young children, our Sunday services are starting to feel a bit crowded.  What a blessing!  

Previous discussions of possible need for a larger space have resurfaced with thoughts of looking for a place to hold special services and potlucks on a trial basis, and with an eye toward the future.  If you know of any available spaces, especially with a kitchen, please inform one of the Fellowship officers.   Even if, in the distant future, a move should become a reality, we would keep the Fellowship house for other uses.
Namaste,  Bonna Graham-Hall
We Sponsor a Minister-in-Training

 

As you know, Suzanne Wasilczuk, member in absentia of UUFM, is in her second year at Meadville-Lombard Theological School. Having received approval last Fall to be a candidate for the UU ministry, she now has been accepted as a student minister intern next year at the UU Society of Bangor, Maine, and has asked our congregation to sponsor her as a future Unitarian Universalist minister.  

When accepting the role of sponsor, we assure the Unitarian Universalist Association that she has been active in congregational life for at least two years.  She has without doubt fulfilled that requirement, having worked with great dedication for over 10 years in many areas of our Fellowship.  It is an honor for us to offer this endorsement for her and to send her all our best wishes for the future.  Blessings to you, Suzanne!
Report from Suzanne
My third year in this ministerial formation process will be spent as a student minister.  And so I have spent a good portion of the past ten weeks rounding up references, writing my mission and my visions of ministry, and otherwise gathering information to 
apply for internships around the country.  I looked at congregations in Ottawa and Victoria, Saint Louis 
and Summit (NJ) and Salt Lake City.  I applied at Ridgewood, New Jersey and Carmel, California and Wayland, Massachusetts – only to have all three congregations decide they could not afford an intern this year.  I was just about to start the application process for a couple very large congregations (Tulsa and San Diego) when I found, and was found by, the absolutely right congregation for me.

I have accepted the internship position at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Bangor, Maine.  This is a mid-sized congregation of about 170, with Elaine Beth Peresluha as its minister.  Hannibal Hamlin, vice president to Abraham Lincoln, was once a member.  The church has a long history of preaching against slavery, anti-Semitism, militarism, and homophobia.  Their hand-driven chimes are the only ones north of Boston and can be heard over a five mile radius.

While I am there I will be learning about general church administration, teaching, preaching, and all else involved in things ministerial.  I also hope to learn much more about UU history, and a bit about Maine, too.  I expect to be there from mid-August through April.  In the meantime, I’ll continue reading the New Testament, studying church governance issues, and exploring the congregation as a learning community (my classes this term).

In this all-too-turbulent and perturbing world, I wish you all some peace and hope.  Suzanne

Speaker Bio – April 3

Courtney Roberts is a writer specializing in the history of astrology and religion, and in keeping astrology within the larger, cosmological perspective.  She has recently completed the revolutionary Masters program in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology at Bath Spa University in England.  She maintains a busy schedule of lecturing and teaching around the world.  Her most recent book is "Visions of the Virgin Mary: An Astrological Analysis of Divine Intercession."

The Gift of Touch

Yesterday I had the privilege of volunteering in our church’s soup kitchen.  I was there for preparation of the lunch meal provided every Saturday at University Baptist Church [Seattle].

I began my morning at 9:00 AM chopping vegetables, cutting fruit for salad and laughing with other volunteers.  David, the cook, had prepared a feast as usual, and was busy directing those of us who were the support crew.  Pots and pans quickly filled with amazing aromas floating in the air.

Eleven o’clock came and it was time to open the kitchen to begin serving.  We formed our usual line behind a variety of foods, ready to greet the homeless and poor standing just outside in a long line which snaked through the basement.  This is the time when we can welcome those who have so little, offer a smile, and acknowledge their very presence.

I was busy dishing up chicken or ham, wishing those in line a Happy New Year or just words of encouragement, a smile and some laughter.  Looking around I spotted her, Jan, not her real name, but it will do for now.

I had met Jan a couple of years earlier in the Young Adult Shelter where I volunteered.  She was one of those kids with a ready smile, always ready to help others even though she was living on the streets.  I had not really gotten to know much about her; she chose to keep her life private.  Jan is beautiful.  She’s one of those brown eyed brunettes with clear, smooth skin and a warm smile.  Not so yesterday.

As she passed before me, I asked how she was, to which she just shook her head.  I watched as she disappeared into the room to find a seat for herself.  She came back later for more food just as the line was dwindling down to the last few, a time in which I could go and find her.  Taking a plate of salad, I entered the hall to find Jan.  There she was off in a corner by herself.  I asked if I could sit with her and she responded with an uncertain smile.  We began to talk.

Jan had been part of the barista program at Antioch University where I had last seen her several months ago.  She told me of her jobs working as a barista and a waitress.   Then tears came into her eyes.      
She was wanting to tell me something, wanting someone to just listen.

That was when the events of her life over the past year began to pour out.  Jan had just found out that she is HIV positive.  She was with a young man who passed it on to her.  She is also addicted to heroine.  Jan talked about getting off drugs but also knows the “good days” of being high and not having to think about an uncertain future.  It is the “bad days” that haunt her.  These are the days when she feels as though there is no future for her, nothing to keep her from drowning herself in drugs.

I asked about her family and found that they live here in Seattle but have given up on her.  She is not a high school graduate and sees no need to finish as there is no future for someone who is HIV positive.  There I sat as her life story poured out.

I could not offer much – words of encouragement, acknowledging that she is the only one who can make the decision to get treatment, to get the help she needs.  She cried; I listened.

It became time to go and I asked her if I could give her a hug.  We stood up and she fell into my arms.  I held this young woman for a few moments as she clung to me just wanting human touch.  We all need to be touched, held, acknowledged, and Jan needed to be heard, loved.

She had disappeared by the time I got my coat to leave.  I have no idea where she went but do know that she is back at shelter, so at least she has a place out of the cold to sleep at night.  But… who is there for Jan?  A boy from the streets who is her “new” boyfriend?  A young man who may end up HIV positive?  Where does the cycle stop?

Human touch, reaching out and touching someone can be so powerful.  When I begin to wonder why I am here, when I tried so hard not to be, I see it in the faces of people like Jan.  I simply love those young people, just as I love the homeless women I volunteer with.  They only need someone to listen, someone to give them a hug.

We all need human touch; who have you hugged today?  I can make all the difference in the world to someone longing to be touched, someone who may just open their life to you in a way that you never expected.  Blessings, Sue
Welcome to New Members

 

We celebrated the signing of the membership book by five new members Sunday February 27. Learn a little about them in the following biographical sketches:

 

Marleen and Duane Ochs moved to property near St. Ignatius in October of 2004.  They have twin nine-year-old sons, Leon and Chris, who’ve been home schooled since kindergarten.  Duane and Marleen have wanted to live in Montana since they were first married 30 years ago.  They were attracted mainly by the scenery and climate, but also because Montana is within driving distance of family in Washington state and Alberta.  
Duane has been a cell physiology researcher and a clinical veterinarian.  He recently sold the vet clinic he owned in the Nashville, Tennessee area.  Marleen has taught clinical audiology courses at Radford University in Virginia, and has performed research and teaching in the areas of auditory anatomy and perception at Vanderbilt University.  Two years before their move to Montana, they put their belongings in storage, sold their house and traveled full time in their motor home around the U.S. and Canada.  They’re currently busy enjoying and exploring the Mission Mountains, but expect to continue traveling on a part-time basis.

 

Saul Clement and his wife Sara are the industrious parents of 5 boys ranging in age from 14 to 1 1/2, whom they home-school.  Saul is in the Masters of Social Work program at UM.  His undergraduate degree is in art, and he has applied his talent to mural painting and faux finishes for the interior design of private homes.  Besides working more than one job and attending school, he is a very involved father.

Will Farrington, originally from Nappanee, Indiana, is a retired Professor of Fine Arts, who taught for 33 years at the New York Institute of Technology in Long Island, NY.  He has been a UU since 1976, belonging to the Muttontown UU Fellowship on Long Island. As part of a desire to experience the West, he divided his time between residences in Calgary, Alberta and Long Island. He was married for many years and has two adult children, ages 30 and 34. He is a recent arrival in Missoula and is an accomplished calligrapher.   

Other interests include hiking, camping, and cross-country skiing.

 

Monte Jewell, moved to Missoula from the central valley in California where he grew up.  His dad died when he was young.  His family includes a younger brother, Ryan, mom Sara and two nephews.  His mom’s parents, Anna and Gary, started the Unitarian Fellowship he attended as a kid.  He lives in Missoula with girlfriend Melissa and two cats, Abby and Chloe.  He enjoys reading and is active in social justice issues.

Monte began his legal career in 1997 as a divorce lawyer in Missoula with Alterowitz Law Offices.  As a former attorney for the Domestic Violence Unit of the Montana Legal Services Association, he organized legal services delivery to low-income Montanans in eight counties.  Monte helped the Missoula YWCA organize Planet Kids, the first sliding-fee-scale supervised parenting and exchange center in Montana.  He also helped to organize the Missoula Family Law Advice Clinic and the Missoula Parent Co-op Preschool.  He serves the Montana State Bar on its Ethics Committee and on its Child and Family Law Section. He is also President of the Board of Directors of the Blue Mountain Family Practice Clinic.
Friendly Travel with UU’s

Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to interesting destinations where you can stay in the homes of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to provide directions and advice for their area?  

The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home (formerly Homecomings) can help you fulfill your dream. For 25 years, we’ve provided a network of hosts in the United States (and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new friends and who are happy to open their home to like-minded people. 

The directory is published every year in April.  For a copy of the 2005 directory, please send a check for $18 to UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806. UU’re Home has just launched a new web site at www.UUreHome.com, which includes about half of the listings. Entries are updated whenever changes are made or new hosts are added.
Our Congregational Covenant

Members of the Covenant Circle presented the draft Congregational Covenant in a worship service on Sunday, February 27.  During lunchtime discussion, the response was quite positive.  We do want everyone to feel that they have had the chance to consider it and provide further feedback.  We now invite you to review the text and let us know if you have any comments.  What is missing?  Is there anything that should be changed?  Send your comments to Steve Allison-Bunnell (steve@eduweb.com or 418 Woodford St., Missoula, MT 59801). We expect to refine this document and begin thinking about how to apply it to our relationships and programming in the Fellowship.  We also welcome your ideas as to what you feel this covenant means to you and how you would like to see it in action.  Steve Allison-Bunnell
Vicarious Visitation-UU’s in Other Places
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”The Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley is a worshipping community, a working community, and a place for the celebrations of life. We acknowledge the human need for a sense of greater purpose. We have no creed, but are open to all who seek to live in truth with love and service. The temple that is our building is for the whole human family.”
	Groups and Ongoing Programs 

	Alliance
The Appreciation Circle
Blue Mountain Meditation Center
The Caring Circle
Chancel Choir
Children's Choir
Chrysalis Youth Group
Circle Suppers
Denominational Affairs
Devout Atheists
Evensong
Freestone Retreat
Friends Outside - Jail Ministries
Friendship Banquet
Good Neighbor Donations
Greater Richmond Interfaith Project (GRIP)
Hatha Yoga with Phyllis
Human Rights and Responsibilities
Humanist Connection
Labor Exchange
Literature Group
Living Well with Health Challenges
Men's Group
	The Moon Circle
Music Programs
Parent Support Group
Partner School Committee
Readers Theatre
Roundtable
School Volunteer Projects
Social Justice
Transylvanian Partner Church
Uniquest
UU Service Committee
UUCB Green Conservation
UUs Against the Death Penalty
UUs at UC
UUs for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
Video Committee
Welcoming/LGBT Committee
Wisdom Circle for Elder Women
Work Party
World Peace Committee
Writers Create
Young Adults


((((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

hall@ixi.net

Vice-Chairperson

Kevin Hyde, 543-8405
KGeog@cs.com
Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com  

Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

bberens@co.missoula.mt.us

--------------------------------

Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Barbara Berens

Bonna Graham-Hall
Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

Macethel@aol.com
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape) 543-8705

Barbara Cragg (piano) 

Marta Meengs, 207-5252 (piano)
Membership

Position open
Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com
Newsletter

Joel Shechter, 728-2815

joels@montana.com
Barbara Berens
Care and Concerns

Position open

Greeters

Position open
Hospitality

Position open 
----------------------------------
Children’s Religious Education 
Lisa Thomas,  327-7894

Bonna Graham-Hall

Adult Religious Education

Position open

-----------------------------------
House & Grounds
Position open
House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

Historian

John Garrity

licorice@bigsky.net
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