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	Barbara Cragg    "The Meaning of What We Say" 
	Women’s Lunch @ Noon -- China Buffet
	Scrabble Night @ 6:45 pm Fellowship
	

	
	
	

	Dove Flannery, Cathy Reich & Margery Palmer                “God’s Dog”
	
	Scrabble Night @ 6:45 pm Fellowship
	
	
	Wanda’s Office Hours from 4 pm – 6 pm -- call Wanda (406-697-8369) to schedule
	
 Workshop: Living Buddha, Living Christ discussion -  Part 2

11 am - 1:30 pm

	Wanda Daniel "Where Are Our Flowers" New Member Signing Ceremony
	
	Scrabble Night @ 6:45 pm Fellowship
	

	Book Club @ 7 pm Ellen Strommen’s 
House


	
	Movie Night TBA    @   6:30 pm  at the Fellowship 


	Cathy Reich        “Resurrection/ Rebirth”

Easter Potluck
	
	Scrabble Night @ 6:45 pm Fellowship
	
	
	
	

	Bonna Graham-Hall "The God Gene"
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Bonna Graham-Hall


Hi Everyone,


Many of us participated in the events with our consulting minister on her most recent weekend here in Missoula.  I hope all who did came away with that feeling of connectedness that Wanda creates so effortlessly. She started us on a discussion of Thict Nhat Hahn's book "Living Buddha, Living Christ" which she will continue in at least one more session next month. It will probably come as no surprise to anyone with an acquaintance of Buddhism that mindfulness is one of the themes in it.  Nhat Hahn also uses many parables and metaphors in this book to talk about the value in all faiths and the connections that all faiths have.  Comparing these contributions of religions to fruits, he says, “Fruit salad can be delicious! I do not see any reason to spend one's whole life tasting just one kind of fruit. We human beings can be nourished by the best values of many traditions."  As Wanda predicted, there is much to appreciate from this thoughtful teacher, and many ideas he shares integrate well into our Unitarian Universalist faith. As part of our Principles and Purposes states, “Our living tradition is drawn from many sources including wisdom from the world's religions which inspire us in our ethical and spiritual life."





If you can attend the second discussion next month, I anticipate that it will be satisfying time well spent.


That's all for now. Let's practice mindfulness.





Take care, do good work, and keep the faith. �Bonna Graham-Hall








The Veg Corner�Give "Texas Caviar" a try!   This vegetarian black-eyed peas based dip is a nice use of the peas, goes great with tortilla chips.  


           �In the food processor add: �approx. 2Tbs. minced garlic 


1/2 red onion, cut up


1 ripe tomato, chopped


1 green pepper, cut up


 2 cans of black-eyed peas, drained and rinsed


small jar of pimientos with juice included


Add some oregano, salt and pepper to taste


1/2 tsp. soy sauce


Optional: light dose of jalapeno pepper or a small amount of Tabasco. Make it as mild or as hot as you dare.  





"Whirl peas", as the saying goes, with all the ingredients, then refrigerate at least 2 hours before serving to meld ingredients.  Ya'll enjoy!�Susan Eakins, former Texas resident.





Thoughts from the Minister


“Where are Our Flowers?”





Thich Nhat Hanh writes: “One Buddhist sutra tells us that when conditions are sufficient, we see forms, and when conditions are not sufficient, we don’t.  When all conditions are present, phenomena can be perceived by us, and so they are revealed to us as existing.  But when one of these conditions is lacking, we cannot perceive the same phenomena, so they are not revealed to us, and we say they do not exist.  But that is not true.  In April, for example, we cannot see sunflowers around Plum Village, our community in southwestern France, so you might say the sunflowers do not exist.  But the local farmers have already planted thousands of seeds, and when they look at the bare hills, they see sunflowers already.  The sunflowers are there.  They lack only the conditions of sun, heat, rain, and July.  Just because you cannot see them does not mean that they do not exist.”  (Living Buddha, Living Christ, 42)





Within each of our lives, and the life of the Fellowship in general, seeds are scattered on a regular basis.  Some seeds find the convergence of elements and grow to fruition.  Some seeds lay dormant, seemingly not alive, only to one day blossom.  And then there are those seeds which never come to harvest.  





I remember as a child watching my mom plant flower seeds, and dad plant his vegetable seeds.  At times the seeds were planted in special boxes, nurtured carefully, and only as seedlings placed into the earth.  Endless hours of patient care went into the daily routine of gardening.  I never ceased to marvel at the flowers, fruits, vegetables, shrubs and trees.  Colors and fragrances and tastes abounded.  Who would have guessed so much could come from a tiny seed planted in the soil, out of our line of vision.





Where are the flowers in our lives?  In the life of our Fellowship?  A challenge of springtime – both awareness of life not yet seen, and vigilant care to support the unfolding of that life.  A special time, a special responsibility . . .  








Unitarian Universalism History Corner 


March 14, 1965--The American Unitarian Association voted to establish fellowships, or lay-led groups. This fellowship movement encouraged individualism and in many cases emphasized social commitment. From 1948 to 1958, the number of people joining fellowships accounted for one third of the denomination's increase in membership.


�March 21, 1965-- Because of the events of "Bloody Sunday," Martin Luther King, Jr. called on clergy of all faiths to join him in Selma. More than 125 Unitarian Universalist ministers answered the call and became part of 3000 civil rights marchers who went from Selma, Alabama to Montgomery to urge passage of the Voting Rights Act. Four days later, more than 25,000 people entered Montgomery.  Three people were killed during the Selma marches--James Reeb, a Unitarian Universalist minister, Jimmy Lee Jackson, an African-American church deacon, and Viola Liuzzo, a Unitarian-Universalist layperson.








Wanda’s Schedule, March 2008


Office hours: Friday afternoon/evening, 


March 14, 4-8 PM.  


Please call (406-697-8369) or email (wkayd@earthlink.net) for an appointment!


If Friday is not a good time for you, contact Wanda for alternative possibilities.    





On Saturday, March 15, 11 AM - 1:30 PM, we will continue to discuss the book, Living Buddha, Living Christ. Even if you missed our first discussion, please plan to attend and bring your thoughts and questions! 
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....The religious community is essential, for alone our vision is too narrow to see all that must be seen, and our strength too limited to do all that must be done. Together, our vision widens and our strength is renewed.   


~~Mark Morrison-Reed





Adult RE Update


Beginning March 9th or 23rd, the Adult Sunday RE class will be reading and discussing The Four Agreements: a Practical Guide to Personal Freedom, A Toltec Wisdom Book by Don Miguel Ruiz.  





Classes will meet after the worship service on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th (if there is one) Sundays of the month.  We anticipate this book study will take 4-6 weeks.  If you would like to sign up for the class, have any questions, or wish to order a copy of the book, contact Dove Flanery at 721-6115 or by e-mail at edflanery@yahoo.com.  Additional info on an exact date will be forthcoming in a forthcoming UU Weekly Update.








March Events 


Thinking of Membership?�There will be a "Getting to Know UU/UUFM" session the last Sunday in February if you would like to know more about the Fellowship and what it means to become a member.  Wanda Daniel, our consulting minister, will lead the New Member welcome when she is here March 16.  Members need to have signed the membership book at least 30 days in advance of any official vote that is held to conduct business or elect officers. Our Annual Meeting will take place May 18.


��Schedule of Services (subject to change if necessary)


March 2:  "The Meaning of What We Say" presented by Barbara Cragg�March 9:  "God's Dog" presented by Dove Flanery, Margery Palmer, and Cathy Reich�March 16:  Rev. Wanda Daniel; New Member Signing�March 23:  "Resurrection/Rebirth" presented by Cathy Reich--Easter Potluck �March 30:  "The God Gene"  presented by Bonna Graham-Hall�April 6:  TBA, Barbara Berens presenter�


Book Club


The Eclectic Reader’s Book Club will meet at the home of Ellen Strommen at 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 20, to discuss The Secret River by Kate Grenville.  All are welcome. For more information call Mary Nordhagen at 529-0857 or Barbara Cragg at 251-5016. For April, we have chosen People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.





March 9th Service Information


The program for March 9 will be a dramatic reading of a selection from God's Dog: Conversations with Coyote by Webster Kitchell.  The "players" will be Dove Flannery, Cathy Reich, and Margery Palmer.  These are dialogs between Web Kitchell and Coyote - the trickster of American Indian legend, particularly southwest.  They are both fun and profound at the same time.  If you are not acquainted with the book, it is a collection of sermons, by Webster Kitchell, now Minister Emeritus of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 





Fellowship Improvements


Do you have ideas for redecorating the Fellowship? Bring your fabric swatches, paint chips, drapery samples, and fresh ideas to the fellowship on March 9. After the service anyone and everyone is invited to share ideas and thoughts on redecorating the Fellowship. If you have questions call Barbara Cragg or Melissa Steinike.








From Jeannette Rankin Peace Center:


Dear Fellow Citizens,


            Recent headlines shout, "The check is in the mail!"  Tax-paying families can expect anywhere between $300 and $1200 in a tax rebate aimed at stimulating the economy – the same economy that is troubled because of the trillion dollar war spending.  The rebates will come out of social programs that help people instead of defense moneys that focus on destruction.  So I ask you to consider doing something quite radical with your rebate.  Spend it on the people who truly need it.  Approximately 59% of our tax money is used for war.  Join the national movement to spend an equal amount of on peace.  You can give your rebate to the Food Bank, the Poverello Center, the Montanans Assisting New Orleans (see the JRPC website for more info), JRPC or any of the many fine organizations seeking justice and working to make the world a better place.  Rather than trying to stimulate the economy by consuming more, let's stimulate the great compassion this nation is capable of by helping those among us in need.  Be a role model for how you want your taxes spent and let's be the change we want to see.





Gratefully, Betsy Mulligan-Dague�Director, JRPC








April Retreat and Meeting at Boulder Hot Springs�The spring retreat & annual meeting for our Montana Area UU Association, April 5 - 6 at Boulder Hot Springs. 2 person rooms are $80 and 3 person rooms are $100, with meals extra.  So far, Mary, Carol Marsh, and Bonna are planning to attend.  If you are interested in attending and sharing a room, please talk to Bonna. BHS wants us to call them directly for reservations at 406-225-4339 and would like to have a good idea of the number attending by March 1.  Their website is � HYPERLINK "http://www.boulderhotsprings.com/" \t "_blank" �http://www.boulderhotsprings.com� and more MAUUA information is at � HYPERLINK "http://www.glacieruu.org/mauua/2008%20spring/" \t "_blank" �http://www.glacieruu.org/mauua/2008%20spring/� 
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Mens Renewal Weekend


First Universalist (Denver) Men is holding its fourth annual Mens Renewal Weekend, and we'd love to have men from other district churches join us.  


Howard Roitman


 


First Universalist Church of Denver's Men's Group weekend open to all Us- April 25-27, deadline Mar 23 for lowest price - � HYPERLINK "http://www.compwellness.net/FUMW2008.pdf" �www.compwellness.net/FUMW2008.pdf� 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2670.html" \o "Click for further information about this quotation" \t "_blank" �You can't do anything about the length of your life, but you can do something about its width and depth.� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2670.html" \o "Further information about this quotation" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://webmail.pas.earthlink.net/wam/msg.jsp?msgid=2745&folder=INBOX&isSeen=true&x=1575875989" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/myquotations.php?add=2670" \o "Add to Your Quotations Page" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://webmail.pas.earthlink.net/wam/msg.jsp?msgid=2745&folder=INBOX&isSeen=true&x=1575875989" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/2670.html" \l "email" \o "Email this quotation" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://webmail.pas.earthlink.net/wam/msg.jsp?msgid=2745&folder=INBOX&isSeen=true&x=1575875989" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://webmail.pas.earthlink.net/wam/msg.jsp?msgid=2745&folder=INBOX&isSeen=true&x=1575875989" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


~~� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Evan_Esar/" \t "_blank" �Evan Esar� (1899 - 1995) 
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