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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

  of Missoula - Volume 16 Issue 8
Chairperson: Bonna Graham-Hall               
                                 
Secretary: Ellen Strommen
Vice-Chairperson:  Margery Fels Palmer
Treasurer: Barbara Berens
Email and Hardcopy Edition
May 2006
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	April 30
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM
	Barbara Cragg, Bonna Graham-Hall, Margery Palmer, Ray Aten:  “How to Grow a Garden”.

Refreshments – To be announced.


	May 7

	10:30 AM

11:30 AM
	Barbara Cragg:  “The Spirit of Disobedience” by Curtis White.  The service is dedicated to Virginia Olds.
Refreshments – To be announced.


	May 14

	10:30 AM

11:30 AM 

	Singer Songwriter Paul Gerardi:  A Mother’s Day Flower Ceremony
Soup and Sandwich Potluck – Soup providers TBD; everyone else, please bring sandwich fixin’s. 

	May 21
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM 


	James Usher:  “The Gnostics:  Who Were They and Why are They Reviled?”

Refreshments – Barbara Berens.


	 May 28
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM
	Memorial Day Service.
Refreshments – To be announced.


	June 4

Location TBD
	10:30 AM

11:30 AM
	ANNUAL MEETING
End of Year Potluck – A signup sheet will be circulated.



May 8, 2006 7:00PM - Board of Trustees meeting.   Committee members and anyone 
interested in learning more about the Fellowship are welcome to attend.  
“Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush.”  --D. Larson
Notes from the Top 

It’s not only a new month, but the last month of our “formal” church year as well.  The last morning service will be here before we know it.  Is everyone ready to think about summer?  After a glorious, but very chilly walk up on Waterworks Hill to see the early wildflowers, it hardly seems possible that summer is only a little over a month away. 

At the April Board meeting we began planning the Annual Meeting agenda and talked about some ideas to present for the next church year. We will be revisiting the decision of where to meet next year, and asking again for a vote on meeting at the Fellowship or at MCT, now that we have experienced trying out that larger space.

 If we continue at MCT next year, everyone will have to be more involved in setting up and putting away.  It may work out best to assign each person a time, to come early and/or stay after, in the same way that after-service treats are.

If we return to meeting at the Fellowship, we could try out some new ideas.  At the last Board of Trustees meeting, Ray Aten encouraged us to think of ways the positive features MCT could be incorporated into the Fellowship house.  The Board came up with several ideas to give the feeling of more space and a better arrangement for the Sunday service. (One of the suggestions involved adding mirrors, which you may be happy to know, we decided against.)
We may hold the Annual Meeting back at the Fellowship to enjoy the potluck and clean-up at a more relaxed pace. Has anyone missed washing dishes?

In this last month of morning services, let’s show our support for our Fellowship, this home for liberal religion.
Be well, do good work, and keep the faith, 

Bonna Graham-Hall

Setting Our Sails

Starting April 30, we will begin the process of canvassing our congregation for projected financial support to plan the 2006-2007 budget.  When you consider the amount of your pledge for the upcoming year, ask yourself the following questions.  How much is the Fellowship worth to you?  How much can I invest in it?  Can I contribute a little more this year so that our cash reserves won’t  depleted?  Pledge forms are available on-line at uuf-msla.org, and copies will be available at Sunday services starting April 30.  Upon request, they can be mailed electronically or via USPS.
Coming Soon …
Cyndy Aten is teaching a Reiki I class this Saturday, April 29 from 9am to 5pm in a conference room at St Patrick Hospital.  She will also be teaching a Reiki II class on Saturday, June 3.  For more information, call Cyndy at 721-0531.  

 A “Getting to Know UU/UUFM ” session is scheduled for April 30 at 12:15pm at the Fellowship House.  It is open to anyone who wants to learn more about our faith and our Fellowship, and is suggested for prospective new members.   If you plan to attend, please let Cyndy or Ray Aten know (721-0531), and bring your lunch.

The May 7th service will be dedicated to the memory of Virginia Olds.  She is being buried in Polson where her daughter Terry Calahan lives on the Olds family property, 2916 South Shore Rte, Polson, MT 59860.  

New Member Sunday will also be May 7.  If you are ready to become a member, please talk to Cyndy, Ray, or Bonna. This is the last chance to become a member in time to have an official vote at the Annual Meeting.    
Songwriter Paul Gerardi will perform his own music at our May 14 service. His music can be described as poetic contemporary folk.  He has two CDs to his credit and has been a regular on the Florida folk festival scene since 1998. He travels with his wife Sharon who is a functional artist.   

Margery and Mac Palmer are hosting a Circle Dinner, Friday, May 5 at 6:00 pm. Please sign up at the service this Sunday or contact them at mfpalmer@montana.com.

Scrabble/Game Night is every Monday, 6:45 pm at the Fellowship.  Come join the fun.   
Hiking is happening Thursday afternoons at 2:00 pm. Talk to Bill Flanery for more information, or call 721-6115.  Because of all the April rain, the wildflowers are plentiful.  
Movie Night is Saturday, May 6, 7:00 pm at the Fellowship.  We will watch “I (Heart) Huckabees.”  
June 4 will be the Annual Meeting and End of Year Potluck will be after our last morning service until September.  We will have a short service that day, take a break to set up for the meeting, and have a potluck lunch when we adjourn. We will be voting on meeting location for next year, officers, and budget choices.  
Summer evening services start June 11 at 7:00 pm at the Fellowship house.  See the sign-up list and choose a Sunday to present a service. If you want ideas for topics, there are many prepared sermons in the Fellowship library and on-line, or it can be a topic of your choosing.  These services are much more informal and can be discussion-style or as-you-like.  
Our Whole Lives Sexuality (OWL)
Bozeman is getting serious about offering OWL to middle schoolers next year!  They are planning to offer OWL in a 1 week summer camp format, tentatively at Camp Child in June 2007, just after school lets out.  They have one member traveling to Denver this summer for OWL teacher training on June 2-3.  Deadline for early bird registration is May 12.  

Is there anyone interested in joining with Bozeman to train a teacher?  A minimum of 2 OWL certified teachers are needed to conduct an OWL session.  Do any of you have 7-9th grade youth who might be interested in participating in OWL next year?  Do you have questions about OWL? See www.uua.org/owl or email Ita Killeen, of the Bozeman UUs at ikilleen@bridgergeoplan.com.  
Visit from MDD Executive
Nancy Bowen, District Executive from Mountain Desert District, will be visiting in Montana and presenting a workshop in Bozeman May 13 which some of the officers will attend. She will also be stopping in Missoula, Monday, May 15. The officers will have a potluck dinner at the Fellowship that evening to welcome her.  If you would like to join in, please let Bonna know: 549-4808, bgrahamhall@gmail.com.
Pedal vs Metal Challenge
As part of BikeWalkBus Week 2006, the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Board sponsored the 6th annual showdown—the Pedal vs Metal Challenge.  This event is a friendly competition between bicyclists and motorists, and is aimed at demonstrating how easy it is to get around Missoula on a bike.   
This year’s contestants included 2 highly competitive Missoula UUs, Ethel MacDonald and Barbara Berens.  Both sides of the ride vs drive equation were represented, and it doesn’t take much brain power to guess who represented what.  

The race consisted of a six-stop “errand run” starting and ending at the Mountain Line Transfer Center in downtown Missoula.  With local businesses serving as the stops, the 11 competitors were free to choose their own routes but had to visit every location and obey the rules of the road.  The race was run at noon, Wednesday, April 26, and “Pedal” beat out all but two “Metal”.   In the competition between UUs, bicyclist Ethel outperformed her motorist fellow UU.  
When interviewed after the race, Barbara attributed her mediocre performance to series of misfortunes:   exiting the Courthouse parking lot, she was delayed by a Lewis and Clark County driver dropping off a passenger which involved a lingering good-bye kiss; crossing Ryman and Broadway, she had to wait for a pedestrian with a seeing-eye dog; and driving down Main St, she found herself behind a slow moving vehicle owned by a tree trimming service.  With fractions of seconds separating the finishing times of the competitors, such delays resulted in a dismal  9th place finish in 22 minutes.  It should be noted that the winner was a ringer from Mountain Goat who finished in a whopping 12 minutes, 30 seconds.  The fastest vehicle finished in 17 minutes, 30 seconds.  Let this be a lesson to all about the efficiency of bicycle transportation in downtown Missoula.
Board of Trustees Minutes

April 20, 2006
Present:  Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Berens, Barbara Cragg, Margery Fels Palmer,  Cyndy Aten, Ray Aten, Ellen Strommen

Administrative

The meeting convened at 6:30.  Minutes of the March meeting were approved as read.

In her Treasurer’s report,  Barbara B. presented three reports:  A year-to-date report comparing actual expenditures with what was budgeted; A full year report from 6/1/05 through 5/31/06 showing comparing anticipated actual expenditures with what was budgeted for the year;  and a net worth report showing current assets and liabilities as of 3/31/06.  She discussed discrepancies in the year-to-date budget and pointed out that where they occurred, discrepancies were mostly related to originally unbudgeted expenses, such as honoraria for McMasters’ visit or rental fees to MCT.  Based on the net worth report, it appears we are not in bad shape.  Overall total assets are not that much changed since last year.  However, if rental expenses (for example)  continue at present levels we would be dipping into reserves, something we should be aware of should we choose to continue on at MCT or some other meeting place.

Carol Gordon is doing well at getting notices into the Entertainer and the Independent.     

The Renaissance Unit for Youth RE  is in Bozeman on April 28—29.  No trustees were free to attend, nor does it appear anyone from the Youth RE group willl be free to go, so we won’t have a representative at that meeting.

Planning

Margery presented the proposed plans for canvass and pledges.  At the April 30 service, Margery will read a giving-related sermon.  Packets will be placed on all chairs containing pledge-related materials, including pledge forms.  For those members and friends not attending the service that day, packets will be sent snail-mail.  Members and friends will be asked to turn in their pledge forms by the following Sunday, May 7, with follow-up as needed.  Barbara B. requested that her form be sent by e-mail; others agreed.  Perhaps additional members and friends would be willing or even prefer to receive their materials by e-mail?  The order of service for April 30 was also briefly discussed. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, June 4, the last meeting before going to summer schedule of Sunday evening meetings.  The slate of officers for the four elective positions—Chairperson,  Secretary, and Treasurer, remain the same as for this year.  Barbara C. will continue on Programs but only with a committee.  The Flannerys might be willing to be asked to work with her.   Patti Weeda has offered to do the Newsletter, which Barbara B. has done on a  volunteer fill-in basis since Joel resigned from the Fellowship last fall—and a good job she has done with it, too.  Thanks, Barbara.  The Atens will continue with Membership.  This year’s Youth RE group has worked well; what is going to happen there is still not clear.  There is concern also about who might take on responsibility for Adult RE activities, to ensure that there is some adult RE on an ongoing basis.  

As a memorial for Virginia Olds, a service in the month of May will be dedicated to her memory.

Nancy Bowen’s workshop will be in Bozeman on Saturday, May 13. Nancy is our new Mountain Desert District Executive.  This would be an overnight trip on Friday, with home hospitality available.  It appears that no one from our Fellowship will be able to go.

However, Nancy Bowen will visit Missoula on Monday, May 15.  She wishes to meet as many UU’s in the area as she can.  There will be a dinner, most probably a potluck at the Fellowship House.  We are interested in finding out from her about resources available for small Fellowships such as ours.

A ceremony welcoming new members will be held on May 7.  Some friends have expressed an interest in joining;  May 7  is the last Sunday for joining that would qualify new members to vote on issues at the Annual Meeting.  A “Getting To Know UU” session will be held on April 30 for any who are interested but in particular for those planning to join the Fellowship.   

Over the course of the meeting there was recurring discussion around issues such as: 

--Where the Fellowship might be headed; 

--The consequences of different decisions about things such as where to meet on Sundays;  

--the difficulties encountered with meeting at MCT, in particular that it places a too-heavy burden on those who wind up doing most of the setting up and breaking down before and after Sunday meetings, a situation that must change; 

--If we were to decide to return to the Fellowship House for Sunday services, what changes might be made to make it a better venue for those services?

--the importance, as emphasized by McMaster, of having fun, enjoying one another and what we are doing, and avoiding burnout.  

These and other related issues will come up again at the Annual Meeting and will undoubtedly be ongoing bases of discussion among all the concerned participants in the Fellowship.  

Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary

((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@yahoo.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418
mfpalmer@montana.com 
Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com
Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Barbara Berens

Bonna Graham-Hall

Children’s and Youth 
Religious Education 
Spokesperson:

Jodi Allison-Bunnell, 542-8281 
jodi@allison-bunnel.net

Bonna Graham-Hall

Adult Religious Education

Position open

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722
ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252
Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care
Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531
rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Barbara Berens

Margery Fels Palmer
Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open
Hospitality

Position open
Facilities

Position open
House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418
Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

Historian

John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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