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Monthly Calendar of Events
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	1

	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
Death Issues in Fiction for Children

--Marleen Ochs
Board Mtg following service
	7
	8
Scrabble Night

7 pm


	9
	10
	11
	12

	13
Love Your Mother Earth
--Bonna Graham-Hall
Adult RE: BYOT following service
	14
Women’s Lunch

Noon @ China Buffet
Eclectic Readers
	15
Scrabble Night

7 pm


	16
	17
	18
	19

	20
Days of Prayer & Action for Columbia

--Ethel MacDonald
	21
	22
Scrabble Night

7 pm


	23
	24
	25
	26

	27
Our Congregation Shares Poetry & Music
Adult RE: BYOT following service
	28
	29
Scrabble Night

7 pm


	30
	31
	1
	2

	3

Annual Meeting
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9


Remember, there is no such thing as a small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no logical end.

~~ Scott Adams, creator of Dilbert

Notes From the Top
It's happened again—we have only about one month left in the formal church year! Where does the time go? With our Annual Meeting scheduled for June 3 and our last formal service June 10 with Judy Fjell, our informal summer schedule will be starting before we know it. Letters notifying members about the Annual Meeting were sent out May 1, giving the required 30 days advance notice. I hope we have as good a turnout as in previous years.
The new carpet and vinyl is scheduled to be installed in about 2 weeks. The fence in the backyard is being painted this month. New renters have moved into the basement apartment. Our new property manager is Merilynn Foss. Her reputation as an honest, dependable manager with few complaints from tenants, lead us to her.

Decisions about a consulting minister are next on the agenda. We were treated to an inspiring weekend with Rev. Alex Holt from Woodinville, WA, who has offered to serve as our consulting minister for the upcoming year. We also have the honor of an application for the job from the Billings minister, Rev. Wanda Daniels. Several people are going over to Helena where she is visiting to meet her early in May and we are hoping she can come to Missoula to present a service sometime before the end of the summer. After worrying that we would not have any applicants, it is wonderful to have two who are so well-qualified.
Finding another building remains a possibility, and we will continue to watch for an affordable property. The Montessori School has made a proposal to rent at the Har Shalom building for next year. There may be chance of working as partners with them or Har Shalom in the future.

And so we continue, with faith in Unitarian Universalism and our congregation, where we are free to believe, question, and choose as our conscience dictates without guilt or fear of criticism in a welcoming, spiritual community.

Yours in faith and hope,

Bonna Graham-Hall
Annual Meeting

The annual business meeting is set for June 3, preceded by a short service and followed by our year-end potluck.

While there is a tentative slate of officers and committee chairs, other nominations are welcome during or before the meeting.

Besides election of officers and chairs, we will vote on the new budget and on a change in the bylaws to permit limited proxy voting. If you have any suggestions for nominations or additions to the agenda, please contact Bonna, 549-4808 or bgrahamhall@gmail.com.
Spring Spruce-up

Help is needed Saturday, May 19 at 10:00 for our spring semi-annual Fellowship clean-up, indoors and out. The good news is that we don't have to do anything more than vacuum the carpet downstairs, as the new one will be installed the following Thursday and Friday. Also, the new kitchen and bathroom floors will be in place the week before, so we are done trying to make that old floor look clean. Cleaning supplies will be provided, so just bring yourself unless you have special products you prefer. 
Lunch will be provided after. In order to plan for enough food, please RSVP or sign up at the Fellowship.
May 19 Service with Billings Minister
Rev. Wanda Daniels, the Billlings minister, will be able to be here Saturday, May 19 to lead a service for us so we can have that experience with her to help with the decision about who to hire for the consulting minister. It may feel a bit strange to have it on a Saturday, however it is the only time she can come up before July. I hope lots of us can be there. It is the same morning as the spring clean-up, so grubbies are 
ok. Come at 9:30 and help spruce up the Fellowship, listen to her service at 11:00, and stay for lunch. We'll clean fast!! The service will be less than an hour.
Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia
May 20-21, 2007

Our UUFM will join Witness for Peace and hundreds of congregations and people of faith in North America and Colombia in standing in solidarity with the people of Colombia, who have endured so much violence and suffering. Erin Thompson of CAJA (Community Action for Justice in the Americas) will present a talk about the brutal conflict in Colombia, which is fueled by arms furnished under the U.S. Plan Colombia. Erin has been an activist for peace and justice in Columbia for many years and traveled to Colombia with a Witness for Peace delegation in 2002 and again with a CAJA group in 2005.

Monday, May 21 has been designated a day of collective action to ask that U.S. policy promote peace and justice in Colombia rather than military involvement and violence.

Read and Discuss

The Eclectic Readers current book E. M. Forster's Passage to India, has been rescheduled for discussion on May 14 at 7:30 pm at the home of Ellen Strommen, 3646 Brandon Way. The June selection is Barack Obama's The Audacity of Hope. For more info, call Barbara Cragg, 251-5016 or btcgeog@mtwi.net. You are welcome to participate for one or more sessions.  
Not Only Originals

Our Poetry and Music Sunday will be held May 27. Start thinking about a poem, reading, dance, skit, musical presentation or song you would like to share during this service.

Poetry Corner

On certain mornings, as we turn a corner,


an exquisite dew falls on our heart 


and then vanishes.

But the freshness lingers, and this,


always,


is what the heart needs.

The earth must have risen


in just such a light


the morning the world was born.

~~Albert Camus
New Editor
Melissa Steinike, who became a member in February, has offered to take over as editor of the newsletter starting this month. We appreciate her enthusiasm and willingness to be involved. Thank you, Melissa. Everyone can help, too, by keeping an eye out for interesting items to submit.

New Members
We have welcomed 7 new members since February: Mary Nordhagen, Carol Marsh, Melissa Steinike, Cathy Reich, Joyce Clarke, Josh Davis, and Susan Eakins. It is a pleasure to have them join our congregation and add to the joyful spirit of the community.

((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com
Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Bill Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@ yahoo.com
         Bonna Graham-Hall

Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Marleen Ochs, 745-2548
mtochs@blackfoot.net
Lisa Thomas, 721-1485

Adult Religious Education

Ellen Flanery, 721-6115
beflanery@yahoo.com
Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

ethelmacd@gmail.com
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

      Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531

rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net
Newsletter

James Usher
Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

History Information
John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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