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November 2006
Monthly Calendar of Events
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	5
	6 Women’s Lunch at China Buffet-noon
	7 – Game Night-6:45
	8
	9
	10
	11

	12 Will Farrington,  “Beyond the DaVinci Code:  The Mythical Origins of Christianity
	13
	14 – Game Night-6:45
	15
	16
	17
	18

	19 Youth RE Service;  Thanksgiving Potluck 
	20 – Book Group-7:30 @ Barbara Cragg, 123 E Foss Ct
	21 – Game Night-6:45
	22
	23
	24
	25

	26 Bob Clark,  Sierra Club:  “Lolo Peak - Western MT Treasure”
	27
	28 – Game Night-6:45
	29
	30
	1
	2-Movie Night-7:00; film TBA

	3 Ray & Cyndy Aten,  “The Theology of Mary Oliver”; Board of Trustees meeting, 11:30
	4
	5 – Game Night-6:45
	6
	7
	8
	9


Imagine the possibilities…………… Imagine... If we had held instead of cursed.   Imagine... If we had loved instead of hated.  Imagine... If we had forgiven instead of seeking revenge and retaliation.  Imagine… If we had sought to understand rather then impose.   Imagine... If we had asked instead of assumed.  Imagine... If we had used our great strength to heal instead of wound.   Imagine... If we had walked our ideals instead of talked.   Imagine... If we could have walked in the same steps as an Amish grandfather whose children were just as precious as everyone’s child in the Twin Towers.  Imagine... This great nation thinking no evil ... of anyone.   Imagine...
Joni Packard, Lolo
Notes from the Top
For all of us fortunate enough to share in the recent services presented by two of our Montana UU ministers, I hope these inspiring experiences have whetted the appetite for more of a ministerial presence in the Fellowship.  From the sight of every seat filled those two Sundays, it would appear that people voted with their attendance in favor of such.

I see this year as the turning point for us to decide on bringing a minister to our congregation, a decision that will cast the die for our future.  The first step would be to find a consulting minister with whom we would contract to come to Missoula once a month for a church year and meet with us about our Fellowship's needs and hopes.  While the consulting minister will present the service on Sunday, their main job is to work with us to assess our current situation and develop a plan for the future, a plan which I hope will include moving forward to hire a quarter-time or half-time minister of our own in the fall of 2008.

For the most part, the current officers and committee chairs have continued in their jobs for almost three years, working to strengthen the Fellowship in every aspect.  As volunteers, all these members have dedicated steady energy to furthering the goal of building our congregation into a more supportive, meaningful community.  If one of our reasons for existing is to provide a place for like-minded people to have a spiritual refuge, I see the presence of a minister energizing that goal and bringing focus to our search for understanding of the mystery of which we are all a part.  We are like-minded in our desire for freedom of thought about our beliefs, yet not necessarily alike in our beliefs.  I hope we will find a minister who can keep us inspired in that openness.

Be well, do good work, and keep the faith.  Namaste, Bonna Graham-Hall
From the Programs Chair 
Many thanks to all of you who have given and assisted with programs this year.   At this time we have programs scheduled into February.   I welcome suggestions about programs you would like to have arranged and encourage you to suggest speakers or other programs you would like to have.  Please 
consider giving a service yourself or teaming up with one or two others to present a service. The 
Church of the Larger Fellowship provides a wide range of sermons and other materials at www.uua.org/clf/library.   As always, the members of the Program Committee will be available to offer support (Barbara Cragg, Bill Flanery, Bonna Graham-Hall).
November 12 Program
Will Farrington’s program entitled “Beyond the DaVinci Code:  The Mythical Origins of Christianity” will address several questions about Jesus and early Christianity:  Did Jesus actually die on the cross or did he survive capital punishment?  Who were the participants at the wedding at Cana?  Did Paul and the priesthood have a hidden agenda? What was Constantine's role in the establishment of the state religion in Rome?  Join us for a look at these intriguing questions.
Youth RE Update
The seventh principle that Unitarian Universalists covenant to affirm and promote is “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part”.  In our Youth RE sessions this fall, this principle is the focus of many discussions and art projects aimed at taking better care of our planet, the home we share with all living things.  

The children need your help in their quest to turn junk into art.  We are talking about art work that will end up on your wall, not in the recycling bin.  We need colored recycled paper (not the shiny magazine type), and colorful plastic shopping bags (not white or black please).  For the next month or so there will be a box in the entry way of the Fellowship House waiting for your donations.  You will be amazed to see the creative things our kids are doing with junk!  Marleen Ochs, Children’s RE Chair
New Front Page Format
Ahhh, it’s good to be back.  In fact, it’s like I never left.    But now that I am, let the innovations roll off the press! You cannot fail to notice the change in the 
appearance of the front page of our newsletter.  What do you think of the calendar/month-at-a-
glance format?  This will eliminate the need to report on regularly recurring events in the body of the newsletter.  Anything new, special, particularly news worthy will still be accorded special treatment.  The calendar is still a work in progress so I will try to improve the “look” in months to come.  Yours truly, Your Ever Responsive, Change Embracing Newsletter Editor
First the Rolling Stones, 

Now Jim Wallis
Jim Wallis, author of national best seller God's Politics: Why the Right Gets it Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It, will give a major speech in Missoula, Friday March 2, in the University Center Ballroom. Wallis, Executive Director of Sojourners in Washington DC, has been invited by the Western Montana Spiritual Development 

Council, an association of lay and clergy individuals from over 20 local congregations. A six-month campaign of personal postcards, letters and phone calls by over 100 

Missoulians helped convince Wallis and Sojourners to include Montana in his nationwide speaking tour.

A day-long training workshop on becoming prophetic advocates for justice at the local and state level will be offered on Saturday, March 3. Both the Wallis speech and the workshop are open to everyone in the Missoula community interested in learning how to speak out as people of faith for justice and the common good. Wallis' message is that poverty, war, the environment and human rights are all religious issues which unite people of many different faiths. 

Advance tickets for speech will be available in January through local congregations including ours. The Jeannette Rankin Peace Center in Missoula will also have advance tickets. God's Politics is now available in paperback at local area bookstores, including Fact and Fiction, and there are copies in the public library.  Check the WMSDC website at www.wmsdc.org for more information.


Quotes from God's Politics :
"Politics should be about the common good."

“Poverty, the environment, war and terrorism are all religious issues."

"We must find a new moral and political language that transcends old divisions

and seeks the common good."

"We must not become the evil we loathe in response to evil."

"A "private" religious faith degenerates into a narrow concern with morality."
A Big Thank You
As your newsletter editor and as an elected official of Missoula County, I’m taking the liberty of thanking those members of the Fellowship who worked at the polls on November 7.  This is a true example of the 5th UU principle in action--supporting the democratic process in society at large.  Missoula County is indeed fortunate to have an Elections Administrator and a cadre of dedicated residents who support open and fair elections.  Barbara Berens
Minutes, UUFM Board Of Trustees

October 11, 2006 Meeting


Attending: Patti Weeda, Ellie Flanery, Barbara Berens, Barbara Cragg, Cyndy Aten, Ray Aten, Marleen Ochs, Margery Palmer, Bonna Graham-Hall 

Administrative:  Minutes of the September Board Meeting are available on-line and in the October newsletter with our appreciation to Ellen Strommen, our Secretary, who is traveling this month. 

Treasurer's Report: Our current balance is $20,000. There will be a detailed report next month. 

There is a request for a new rug for the middle meeting room upstairs to replace very old, stained remnant—approximate cost $100, approved unanimously. 

Possible change in rental management company—Lambros has been noticeably unresponsive to phone calls and requests. The UM Legal Assistance Office reports more problems with Lambros than with other management agencies from renters whom they assist. Ellen Flanery will check on management agencies that have fewer complaints at the UM Legal Assistance Office. Bonna will check the file cabinet for the current contract to see when it expires. 

Schedule for Board meetings—We will hold monthly Board meetings on the first Sunday of the month, directly after the service.

Bonna asked for final approval to dispose of the old refrigerator and two entertainment center units that have been stored on the back porch. There were no objections. She will put a "To give away" ad for the shelf units in the Missoulian, and will check with Allied Waste about the refrigerator. We decided to keep the wooden podium for the times the music stand isn't tall enough. It will be stored in the bathtub in the main bathroom. 

Planning:  Marleen Ochs asked about putting the children's version of the seven Principles and 
information about the youth RE program on the web site. Ray Aten offered to do that.  Marleen said she would write a piece about the youth program for the newsletter.

The adult RE class for "In Nature's Honor" will be ongoing during the year ahead on an informal schedule depending on the solar calendar. The class will present the service Dec. 17 for the winter solstice.

Patti Weeda brought information about an African project called Sanctuary of Hope, suggesting that we have a fund raiser selling African jewelry to help the community they support in Africa. We discussed that as a possibility, or having a fund raiser for the Nepali school that Josh Davis is helping establish. 

Bonna brought up the question of whether the Fellowship should purchase a digital projector instead of using the Palmer's, in case they are traveling or unavailable. We voted to table the idea for now.

Starting a capital campaign for our building fund was discussed. Margery will look into ways to go about it. She mentioned that Erica Lee has experience with fund raising and may be a good contact. UUA won't lend money unless we have a building fund in place for 3 years. A suggestion was made to hold a benefit concert next spring or fall featuring a performer such as Amy Martin or Stephanie Davis, with half the proceeds going to a community project and half to our building fund. Cyndy vblunteered to look into it.

The idea of a music service featuring Amy Martin was mentioned. Bonna will ask Ethel MacDonald to check with Amy about the possibility. 

The Mountain Desert District annual meeting will be held in Billings, October 12-14, 2007. The Billings UU Fellowship is asking for help from all the Montana congregations. As we know more about the specific needs we will offer help. With it being relatively close, we would like to encourage as many people to attend as possible. We voted unanimously to budget money to assist 2-6 active people from UUFM to attend. 

The UUA annual meeting will be held in Portland, OR June 20-26, 2007. With it being relatively close, again, we would like to encourage as many people 
to attend as possible and we voted unanimously to provide money to help 2-6 active people to attend from UUFM. It was suggested that we invite Ellen Strommen as one of the travel fund recipients, as she is not able to attend Leadership School.

We are looking ahead to 2007 Leadership School which is traditionally held the last week in July. We have invited Cyndy and Ray Aten to attend, and as in the past, will pay their tuition if they are able to go. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15

Submitted by Bonna Graham-Hall, acting secretary 

((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairs
Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

bgrahamhall@gmail.com
Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fels Palmer, 251-5418

mfpalmer@montana.com 

Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com
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Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com

Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Bill Flanery, 721-6115

beflanery@onewest.net
         Bonna Graham-Hall
Children’s and Youth 

Religious Education 
Marleen Ochs, 745-2548
mtochs@blackfoot.net

Lisa Thomas, 721-1485
Adult Religious Education

Ellen Flanery, 721-6115
beflanery@onewest.net

Patricia Weeda, 543-6159
2ponds@cybernet1.com

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Ethel MacDonald, 549-9722

ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252

      Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care

Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531

rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Barbara Berens
Margery Fels Palmer

Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open

Hospitality

Position open

Facilities

Position open

House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

E. Macdougall Palmer

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418

Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

History Information
John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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