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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

  of Missoula - Volume 16 Issue 2   
Chairperson: Bonna Graham-Hall               
                                 
Secretary: Ellen Strommen
Vice-Chairperson:  Margery Fels Palmer
Treasurer: Barbara Berens

Email and Hardcopy Edition
October/November 2005
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	Oct. 9
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“Hasidic Views of the Problem of Evil,” presented by Josh Davis.

Soup and Sandwich Potluck:   Soup #1-Jodi and Steven Allison-Bunnell, 
Soup #2-Lisa Thomas.  Everyone else:   please bring sandwich fixings.



	Oct. 16
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“Truth Is What?” presented by James Usher.

Refreshments - Marta Meengs and Tim Skufca



	Oct. 23

MCT*
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“It’s a Mystery,” presented by Ray and Cyndy Aten.

Refreshments - Ellen and Bill Flanery



	Oct. 30
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	Halloween, a special program with the assistance of the children.

Refreshments - Deborah and Kevin Hyde



	November 6
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“Another Look at Spiritual Practice,” presented by Ellen Strommen.
Refreshments – Kathy and James Usher


	November 13
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	Lois Van Leer – Topic to be announced.
Soup and Sandwich Potluck:   Soup #1- 
Soup #2-               Everyone else:  please bring sandwich fixings.




*  See the following article, “News from the Top”,  for more details.
News from the Top


September is already gone, leaves are turning and we are looking forward to a productive fall, joining together to nurture our liberal religious home at UUFM and extend a helping hand to others.

After the devastation of hurricane Katrina, we collected monetary donations during September to help survivors. If you still want to make a donation,  please give your contribution to Barbara Berens by October 10. We are sending our collections to the UU Service Committee, as we did for the tsunami disaster last fall.

Seven of our UUFM members went to the MAUUA retreat the last weekend in September, held at Camp Child approximately 90 miles from Missoula. Meeting with other UU's from Montana was fun and inspiring. A UU youth minister from Denver attended and led the Sunday service as well as working Saturday with the group of 8 young people.   Being with UU's from other congregations and sharing ideas helps renew our energies 

and enthusiasm to continue building our programs.

This month we will try out a new location for our service, meeting at Missoula Children's Theatre, on October 23 at 10:30 am,  to see how a larger space feels. Park in the main parking lot,  go up to the second Floor, and up another half flight to the "Blue Room."  There will be signs.

Remember, Daylight Savings Time changes back to Mountain Standard Time the last Sunday in October, so set your clocks back one hour before you turn in on Saturday night, October 29, to avoid being early on Sunday for the Halloween service.

We are looking into a community project doing clean-up at the Maclay Flat nature area, and hope this may work out to be an ongoing project for us.

And, lastly, our fall clean-up at the Fellowship will be October 29, the last Saturday of the month, from 10am-2:30pm with lunch provided by the Fellowship. Get ready to rake, dust, and shine up the Fellowship house!

Let's join together to make our Fellowship a community of open hearts, open minds, and willing hands.

In Fellowship,

Bonna Graham-Hall, Chairperson
Message from the Board and Committee Chairs
We invite you to join us in making UUFM the vibrant and welcoming place we all envision.  Working together is the ideal way to get to know each other and to build community.  Therefore, our goal is 100% involvement, even if you can only do a small part.  

A list of committees and their areas of focus follows.  We ask that you look them over and choose one to help with.  You’ll find the signup sheets on clipboards in the entryway, with current committee chairs and members listed.    Feel free to talk with any of us if you have questions.
Facilities:  Envision and plan changes to improve our building and grounds, work toward finding rental spaces for Sunday services, start a building fund, participate in setting up rental spaces when we hold services away from the Fellowship house.  Members:  Steve Allison-Bunnell, Margery and Mac Palmer, David Werner.
Worship/Fellowship and Programs:  Help plan varying aspect of Sunday services (ideas that set the atmosphere, programs topics, set-up, music, small choir, publicity, etc) and adult RE programs (book group, discussion session, other ideas?).  Members:  Barbara Cragg, Barbara Berens, Marleen Ochs, Jodi Allison-Bunnell, Bonna Graham-Hall, Bill Flanery.
Children and Youth RE:  Share ideas and help with programming and community projects for our young people.  Members:  Jodi and Steve Allison-Bunnell, Marleen Ochs, Lisa Thomas, Marta Meengs, Tim Skufca.
Community Involvement and Social Justice:   Envision and coordinate our involvement as a Fellowship in local and larger issues that will bring UU conscience and thought into our community (Food Bank, Roots and Shoots, Head Start dinner, PRIDE parade, other?). Members:  Monte Jewell, Bonna Graham-Hall, Ethel MacDonald, Carla Siqueland, Ellen Flanery.
Membership and We Care:  Welcome newcomers, contact friends and members who need comfort and support, organize social occasions such as circle dinners and movie nights, and organize new member orientation.  Members:  Cyndy and Ray Aten, Josh Davis.
Thank you for making an additional commitment to our UU community. 
Missoula Katrina Response
Missoula Medical Aid, the local group that sends medical teams to Honduras, is sending a team to the Katrina-Rita impacted area around Houma, LA from late October to the end of January.  Volunteers are welcome for 2 weeks or more.   
Liz Rantz, long time friend of our UU community is coordinating the effort for MMA. The MMA project will be providing medical and nursing services,  and a variety of rebuilding and construction services, and support for victims.  They will be working with the local hospital, Salvation Army and Aging Services, and the Houma Indians, a very disenfranchised group because they have never been recognized as an official tribe.  
Because of the nature of the destruction the team will strive to be totally self-sufficient which may necessitate camping and cooking.  Needs are:  1) An email from  people interested in actually going, and for how long, how much advance notice would be needed and their skills, and whether they have a trailers they can drive down and share;  2) Some money and frequent flier tickets are needed, and help with public fund-raising;  3) a couple of people who are REALLY interested to help with organizing, bookkeeping, coordinating travel etc. 
To get involved contact Liz Rantz at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor MTKatrinahelp@aol.com
.  Donations can be sent to Rich Hamma Galusha, Higgins and Galusha 127 E. Front Missoula 59802. Make sure you label it for Katrina Relief. 
Special Music Program, 
Thursday, October 20

Earthshine, an acoustic duo from Billings, will perform at the fellowship at 7 pm on Thursday, October 20.  Kris and Scott Prinzing are active members at the Billings Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.  Kris will play original songs exploring social and environmental themes.  You can learn more about Earthshine and hear a few of their songs at www.imt.net/~earthshine.  There will be no charge for their performance, but donations will help them fill up their Vanagon with biodiesel so they can get back home to Billings.

Scott and Kris Prinzing

406-255-0940 or 406-255-5901

Improving Our Website

Ray Aten, our website editor, would like to start a photo album page or pages. If you have a favorite digital photo related to UUFM  (be it historical, comical, construction, or event) that you would like to share, sent it to him at

rayaten@earthlink.net.
Movie Night

Please join us as the Membership Committee resurrects a former crowd pleaser—Movie Night.   We will view and discuss “Winterset”, the middle film in a trilogy by Ingmar Bergman, at 7:30 pm, Friday, November 11 at the Fellowship house.   In addition you’ll have the opportunity to offer suggestions about future movie nights:   time, venue, frequency, selection of films, and discussion leaders.  If you can’t attend but would like to be included in the future, please contact Cyndy or Ray Aten at 721-0531.  Rides are also available!

Communications Skills Course
Margery Palmer is offering a course to improve communications skills, with particular emphasis on "I-Messages" and "Active Listening."   These are two of several key skills taught in Parent Effectiveness (People Effectiveness) training, which Margery taught from 1974 until about 1990.  
Several people have signed up, and several more are considering participating.  The schedule reflects the preferences of those who have already signed up--the sessions will be held from 12:30 to 1:30 pm on four consecutive Sundays: Nov. 13,  20,  27,  and Dec. 4.  If you would like to join the group,  please call or email Margery Palmer, 251-5418 or mfpalmer@montana.com.
Marcus Borg Lecture
I saw many friends and fellow UUs at the lecture which Marcus Borg gave on Thursday, September 29 at the First United Methodist Church.  The comments afterwards were uniformly favorable but as varied as the individuals expressing them.   Speaking for myself, I enjoyed the lecture thoroughly.  
I’d like to thank the coalition of liberal church members that brought Marcus Borg to Missoula.  I think we need to work toward a progressive evangelism that will appeal to the many who would like a message to counter the religious right.    In appreciation,

Barbara Berens
((((((((((((((((((((((((

Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Chairperson

Bonna Graham-Hall, 549-4808

hall@ixi.net

Vice-Chairperson

Margery Fel Palmer, 251-5418
mfpalmer@montana.com 
Secretary

Ellen Strommen, 251-3441 

strommenea@onlinemt.com  

Treasurer

Barbara Berens, 542-2370

lovelyberens@msn.com
Worship/Fellowship and Programs
 Barbara Cragg, 251-5016

btcgeog@msla.net 

Barbara Berens

Bonna Graham-Hall
Children’s and Youth 
Religious Education 
Spokesperson:

Jodi Allison-Bunnell, 542-8281 
Bonna Graham-Hall

Adult Religious Education

Position open

Community Involvement

And Social Justice

Monte Jewell, 854-8778

home@openmissoula.org
Ethel MacDonald

ethelmac@bresnan.net
Music

Arnold Finklin (tape), 543-8705

Marta Meengs (piano), 207-5252
Barbara Cragg (piano)

Membership and We Care
Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531
rayaten@earthlink.net
cynthiaaten@earthlink.net

Newsletter

Barbara Berens
Margery Fels Palmer
Canvas

Margery Fels Palmer

Greeters

Position open
Hospitality

Position open
Facilities

Position open
House & Grounds
Position open

House Scheduling
Ethel MacDonald 

Tenant Liaison

Lambros Property Management

Jodi Allison-Bunnell

Chalice Lighters

E. Macdougall Palmer, 251-5418
Denominational Affairs/

UU Service Committee

Bonna Graham-Hall

Historian
John Garrity, 721-5021

licorice@bigsky.net
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