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September/October 2005
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

	Sept. 4
	7:00 PM
	Last summer evening program, presented by Mac and Marjorie Palmer (based on the works of Robert Fulghum).

	Sept. 11
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM

	“Evolutionary Mysticism for Everyday Life,” presented by traveling “Evolutionary Evangelists” Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow. (*) 
Refreshments--Soup and Sandwich Potluck, Soup #1-Cyndy and Ray Aten;  Soup 
#2-Marleen and Duane Ochs.  Everyone else please bring sandwich fixings or desserts.

	Sept. 18
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	Fall Ingathering, led by Bonna Graham-Hall and Barbara Cragg.  Please bring a small container of water, or a rock, symbolic of your summer adventures.  We will also renew our Covenant at this service.  
Refreshments – Ellen Strommen

	Sept. 25
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“General Assembly in Texas, 2005,” a video service by Barbara Berens.  This is also Camp Child weekend.
Refreshments – Margery and Mac Palmer

	Oct. 2
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“Russell Lockwood Leadership School, 2005,” a report by Barbara Cragg, plus new music.

Refreshments – Bonna Graham-Hall   

	Oct. 9
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	To be announced.
Refreshments--Soup and Sandwich Potluck, Soup #1-Barbara Berens; Soup #2-  
Jodi and Steve Allison-Bunnell.  Everyone, please bring sandwich fixings.

	Oct. 16
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	“Truth Is What?” presented by James Usher.

Marta Meengs and Tim Skufca

	Oct. 23
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	To be announced, presented by Ray and Cyndy Aten.

Ellen and Bill Flanery

	Oct. 30
	10:30 AM
11:30 AM
	Halloween, a special program with the assistance of the children.

Deborah and Kevin Hyde


(*) See page 7 in the Newsletter for background info on Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow.
A Time for Changes


Welcome back to everyone.  I can detect a change taking place in our not-quite-so-summery weather.  Whether or not we had Missoula’s usual August transition this year signaling a change from full blown summer, the evenings are getting cooler and days not quite so hot. Fall is almost here, and we are starting to gear up for the exciting year ahead.

Committees have been meeting since mid-August, renewing last year’s enthusiasm, generating ideas, plans, and inspiration for the coming year.  Look below for several announcements about upcoming events. We will be having adult RE programs, revival of movie night, testing out different venues for our services, possible discussion groups, revamping of the Youth RE program, trial run of a small singing group to lead hymns, helping again at the Food Bank, and another community project.

Let’s dedicate our energy to continuing last year’s growth and following our vision to increase appreciation of the freedom of belief inherent in Unitarian Universalism.
In Fellowship, Bonna Graham-Hall, Chair
Joel’s Farewell

As many of you already know, I am leaving our Fellowship and will attend the nearby UCC (Congregational) Church.  This move comes about because I am planning to marry my fiancé, Anne Petty, in December or January.  Anne attended an Episcopal Church in Indiana before moving to Montana.  UCC offers much of what she is looking for in a worship service, while retaining the strong, UU-style social activism that appeals to both of us.  I’ll probably also receive more exposure to NPR now, since Anne is an avid listener.

I appreciate the honesty and open, welcoming attitude that has characterized UUFM, particularly in the last church year.  I’ve always felt at home in our Fellowship, even though one side of me (on constitutional issues) has grown a bit more conservative than the prevailing attitude of most UUs.  There is room for just about everyone here.

The influx of new members dedicated to growing and strengthening the Fellowship has been wonderful to observe.  I hope that the current optimism will continue into the foreseeable future.    Joel Shechter
Newsletter Changes

Because of Joel’s happy news, sadly, we have to say goodbye to him. He will be greatly missed. Not only has he been a stalwart member of the Fellowship, he is a delightful person, his presence has added much to our group, and he has excelled as Newsletter Editor.  Barbara Berens has generously offered to assume this position. 

Please note we are listing two months schedule in this issue to cut back on energy consumption and to help us plan ahead.
 
We need a new newsletter distributor, the job that Barbara Berens is leaving to become editor. The newsletter distributor sends out e-mail and paper copies to our congregation and friends.  Please talk to Barbara Berens, bberens@co.missoula.mt.us, 542-2370, or Bonna Graham-Hall, hall@ixi.net, 549-4808, if you can take over this position.


Mountain Desert District 
Annual Meeting


The MDD Annual Meeting is being held in Grand Junction, CO the weekend of Oct. 8 & 9. There will be some excellent workshops offered on Saturday. Check the listing at 
http://mdduua.org/AC2005/MDD_05_Workshops_V3.pdf or see the print copy at the Fellowship for details.  Contact Bonna if you can consider attending: hall@ixi.net or 549-4808.


Fall and Spring Clean-up Days


Our trial run for replacing clean-up days with 15 minute Blitzes was partially successful; however, our space missed getting the more thorough cleaning that it needs. We’ll plan major clean-up days in October and April/May, final dates to be announced. Get ready to shimmy and shine!


Board Meeting Schedule


Regularly scheduled Board Meetings will be held on the second Monday of each month at 7 PM at the Fellowship.  All officers and committee chairs are asked to attend.  The next meeting is Monday, September 12.
Canvass Report
First the good news: The amounts pledged have increased since the Annual Meeting in June.  Several members have increased their pledges by half.  The largest pledge is over $2000 the smallest is $100.  The median pledge is $400 (the middle one when they are listed in order of size).  We appreciate every contribution which helps us toward our goals for this year and the future.  

Now for the rest of the story:  There are some expenses that were not included in the budget – most notably the increased cost of natural gas that made newspaper headlines just a few days ago.  Another large budget item is renewing the plan to replace the carpet in our meeting room.  We had budgeted to replace the aging carpet last year, but the money was needed to update the apartment when it unexpectedly became vacant.  New carpet will cost approximately three thousand dollars. Even though we will be meeting somewhere else on Sunday mornings after New Years, all our other activities will continue to be at the Fellowship House. 

Because of these changes, we ask that you consider adding to your pledge amount if you haven’t already.  I can email the pledge form to you, and you can send the completed form to our Treasurer, Barbara Berens.  Margery Fels Palmer, Canvass Chairperson
Printed Announcements!

This season we will have printed announcements.  By doing so, we hope to improve the coherence and dignity of our services and give those of us with short memories something to take home.  Please send your prepared announcements, copy ready, to me, Barbara Cragg, at btcgeog@mtwi.net by 4:00 pm on Saturdays.   Please keep your announcements short and to the point and indicate where additional details can be found.  
Since I travel a great deal, I will require an assistant to prepare the announcements when I am on the road.  Please consider taking on this task and call me at 251-5016.  The successful applicant will receive a reward known only to me at this point!
Barbara Cragg
Sunday Programs
Many thanks for your generous response to my requests for presenters last year.  We had a good year!  My goals for the future are to maintain the quality and variety that marked last year’s programs and to match services to the appropriate Sunday wherever possible.  Now, as we begin a new season, I welcome your ideas for services  -- your own, or speakers you may know about.
Copies of the order of service are available on the table as you exit the Fellowship House.  Please use it as a guide so that we may have some continuity in our services.  On the other hand, we welcome new approaches.

If you, or a guest speaker you have invited, do not wish to present an entire service, contact Barbara Cragg (251-5016) or Bonna Graham-Hall (549-4808) or Barbara Berens (542-2370) to assist you.  Thank you.  Barbara Cragg
Membership and We Care Committee


All the UUFM committees could use additional members.  Options include: Facilities, Worship/Fellowship and Programs, Children and Youth Religious Education, Community Involvement and Social Justice, and Membership and We Care.  Don’t hesitate to get involved.
 
A “Getting to know UU” series will be offered this fall for prospective UUFM members.  Please contact Ray or Cyndy Aten if you are interested in participating.

 
Interested in watching and discussing one or several movies with fellow UUs?   The Membership Committee would be glad to help organize a “Movie Night” series.  To make this happen, we need enthusiastic participants, movie suggestions, venues, and discussion leaders.  Please contact Ray or Cyndy if you are interested.
Ray and Cyndy Aten, 721-0531, rayaten@earthlink.net or cynthiaaten@earthlink.net
MAUUA Fun Weekend
Check your calendar for September and mark the date for the annual Montana Area UU Association overnight retreat Sept. 24 and 25, from noon Saturday till noon Sunday.  If you can't stay overnight, come for the day Saturday.  Again this year, statewide UU's will gather for worship, workshops, fun and fellowship at Camp Child, located on the west side of MacDonald Pass southeast of Elliston (turn south off U.S. Hwy. 12 at a marked turnoff just east of town). Cost is not set yet but tends to be around $16, which includes overnight camp cost with Saturday

dinner and Sunday breakfast.  Registration starts at noon on Saturday.

You can sleep in your own tent or RV (no dumping, no hookups), in multi-person rooms in the main lodge, or in heated cabins holding several bunks each. Bring your own sleeping bag, pillow, towel, flashlight, etc.  There are modern bathrooms with 
showers and a beautiful lodge looking onto a small lake with a mountain backdrop.  It’s a fun getaway, kid friendly, and a great way to network with other Montana UU's.  Please RSVP to Bonna as to children’s ages.  For more info, contact Bonna Graham-Hall (549-4808, hall@ixi.net) or John Garrity (licorice@bigsky.net).
Liberal Churches Host Guest Speaker

UUFM has been invited by a lay-led group from other liberal area churches to co-sponsor a talk by Marcus Borg, September 29 at First United Methodist Church.  He is a leading scholar in the field of historical Jesus studies and a Jesus Seminar member.  To quote local United Methodist member Jana Staton, one of the organizers, “It is a first step to develop a coordinated progressive front in Missoula to articulate another view of religion, and especially of Christianity, in contrast to the current media picture.  Even worse, most of our denominations, not yet being as enlightened as is UUA, are deeply split into conservative and progressive wings, and seem to be marching rightward and backward to the Crusades.  What unites us [with UU], more than anything, is our opposition to gay-bashing, anti-homosexual rants.” 


UUFM’s Vice Chair, Margery Palmer, adds: “As a member of the Jesus Seminar, Marcus Borg is in the tradition of Albert Schweitzer and his book, The Search for the Historical Jesus.  The UU Service Committee started during WWII with support of Schweitzer's work in Africa and we often consider Schweitzer a Unitarian.  There are more Christians in UU churches, particularly those with Universalist histories than some of our members realize.  Many of them consider themselves as ‘followers of Jesus rather than worshipers of Jesus.’  I think it is important to support the views of ‘main line’ and progressive Christians.  They mostly agree with us on social issues. I see Borg's visit here as part of the movement to reclaim the term ‘Christian’ from the fundamentalists - or at least make sure the public knows there's more than one interpretation of the term ‘Christian.’ ”

Tickets, available at the Fellowship, are $7 in advance, $5 living lightly.  Prices are $10 night of, $8 living lightly.
Young People’s RE Explores 
“What Is Worship?”

During the first half of the fall, starting September 11, the young people will explore the concept of worship during our Religious Education time.  Questions include: What is worship? Why do we call it that?  Should we call it that?  Why do we do it?  What makes it special?  How do we make it special?  As we engage these questions, we’ll practice the various elements of our UUFM worship services 
together, find out what is meaningful to us, and get prepared for being downstairs with the grownups.  In the process, we will plan a worship service for the entire congregation, to be lead by the young people on Sunday, October 30.  All children, ages 4 and up, are welcome to participate in this project, lead by Marleen Ochs and Steve Allison-Bunnell.  Childcare is available for younger children.

November and December RE will be devoted to the values of service to others, and will include choosing and participating in a community service project.  If you would like to volunteer to help Steve and Marleen work with the young people one Sunday this fall, please call Marleen at 406-745-2548 or email her at mtochs@blackfoot.net.

Facilitate Our New Covenant
Our congregational covenant says: “As individual members of this Fellowship, each of us promises to practice right relations with one another, to seek self-awareness, and to offer honesty, patience, and courage in each interaction.“  However, some of us have experienced “honesty” as hurtful criticism.  Parent Effectiveness Training (P.E.T.), and both of the books for teens that UUFM bought last year, recommend the use of “I-messages” to communicate a complaint effectively.

The skills introduced years ago in Parent Effectiveness Training can be very useful in conflict situations.  I taught P.E.T. for a number of years, and I will lead four training sessions on these skills.  We’ll have a meeting to work out a schedule after the service on Sept. 18.  Please let me know if you are interested.  Margery Fels Palmer, mfpalmer@montana.com
Cobalt Dreams and Desert Dances
Expressing Our Faith
The 2005 Mountain Desert District Annual Conference and Delegate Assembly will be Held October 7,8,9, 2005, in downtown Grand Junction Colorado. Grand Junction is located in a broad valley surrounded by red rock desert, towering canyons, and the 11,000 foot Grand Mesa. The Two Rivers Convention Center is located on Main Street, where a lovely outdoor mall features great retail, restaurants, and fine arts. 

This year's Keynote Speaker will be the Reverend Alice Blair Wesley, a sage of our tradition. Alice Blair Wesley, for twenty years a UU parish minister, is the author of Our Covenant, available from the UUA Bookstore. She will also be the keynote speaker at the Ballou Channing District Annual Meeting in April 2005. She calls for some creative reforms among UU congregations, inspired by features of our history, such as the geographical cluster system that our District recently adopted. 

This MDD Conference will be the first officially hosted by a cluster of UU congregations rather than a single church. This year's host, the Mountain Cluster, includes the Glenwood Springs UU Fellowship, the High Country UU’s from Summit County, and the Uncompahgre UU Society in Grand Junction. 

The important work of conducting the business and building covenants between our congregations will be accomplished at the Annual Delegate Assembly. Please join us Sunday for the Installation of our new District Executive! You will not want to miss the exciting worship, workshops, and music, assembled from all over our huge district.
High Plains Church
Colorado Springs, CO

“We are a worshiping community; where we gather for the celebration of life, for song and word, for hope and courage, and to lift up what is ultimate and joyful.

“We are a learning community; where people of all ages learn about themselves, the world, and how to live lives of purpose and integrity.

“We are a justice-seeking community; where we work with local organizations to feed the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless, serve human need, and work for justice and equality in our community and in the world. 

“We are an inclusive community; where we welcome people of good will regardless of race, politics, gender, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, economic condition, or spiritual background. 
“We are a caring community, where we meet in small groups to share our stories and explore how the spirit is moving in our lives, where we reach out to make connections with each other.

“We are a fun-loving community, where laughter abides, where children play and where we enjoy spending time together.”
About Unitarian Universalism

Unitarian Universalism is a liberal religion born of the Jewish and Christian traditions. We keep our minds open to the religious questions people have struggled with in all times and places. 

We believe that personal experience, conscience and reason should be the final authorities in religion. In the end religious authority lies not in a book or person or institution, but in ourselves. We put religious insights to the test of our hearts and minds. 

We uphold the free search for truth. We will not be bound by a statement of belief. We do not ask anyone to subscribe to a creed. We say ours is a noncreedal religion. Ours is a free faith. 

We believe that religious wisdom is everchanging. Human understanding of life and death, the world and its mysteries, is never final. Revelation is continuous. We celebrate unfolding truths known to teachers, prophets and sages throughout the ages. 

We affirm the worth of all women and men. We believe people should be encouraged to think for themselves. We know people differ in their opinions and life-styles and believe these differences generally should be honored. 

We seek to act as a moral force in the world, believing that ethical living is the supreme witness of religion. The here and now and the effects our actions will have on future generations deeply concern us. We know that our relationships with one another, with other peoples, races and nations, should be governed by justice, equity and compassion.
Marta Flanagan, on behalf of the Bozeman UU Fellowship
Excerpt from a letter written by

the mother of a gay son

…

My firstborn son started suffering at the hands of the moral little thugs from your moral, upright families from the time he was in the first grade. He was 
physically and verbally abused from first grade straight through high school because he was perceived to be gay.

He never professed to be gay or had any association with anything gay, but he had the misfortune not to walk or have gestures like the other boys. He was called "fag" incessantly, starting when he was 6.

In high school, while your children were doing what kids that age should be doing, mine labored over a suicide note, drafting and redrafting it to be sure his family knew how much he loved them. My sobbing 17-year-old tore the heart out of me as he choked out that he just couldn't bear to continue living any longer, that he didn't want to be gay and that he couldn't face a life without dignity.


You have the audacity to talk about protecting families and children from the homosexual menace, while you yourselves tear apart families and drive children to despair. I don't know why my son is gay, but I do know that God didn't put him, and millions like him, on this Earth to give you someone to abuse. God gave you brains so that you could think, and it's about time you started doing that.  …

Reflections on Hiroshima
Hiroshima may be the most horrific moment of the war.  But there are other large issues that must be considered as we try to learn its lessons.  One is how powerful victimization is in Japanese official and unofficial memory and the difficulty that Japanese people today, with marvelous exceptions, have in accepting responsibility for the atrocities Japanese soldiers committed against their Asian neighbors.  Many times more Chinese, Koreans, and other Asians died in the war than did Japanese soldiers and civilians, and many of them believe dropping the atomic bombs was justified.  

 

Another issue for those of us involved in various peace movements is the image we have of our own—American—behavior in the war.  With the Biblical words about the speck in my brother’s eye and the log in my own in mind, it is impossible to overlook the terrible things that we have done in the rest of the world in the name of war, and also in the name of peace, including Hiroshima—and the Iraq War today.  But when we use a broader lens we see that all governments engaged in war are ethnocentric, hypocritical, and brutal.  However terrible American military action in World War II was, it is really quite small compared to the terror inflicted by Germany, Japan, and later the Soviet Union.   

 
I try to balance my poetic notions of war—Gandhi like truths—with the realities of war and the power of military institutions and thinking that surround it.  Reluctantly I am forced to admit that human nature 
is darker than I was ever led to believe in my pacifist upbringing, but I continue to write and teach peace.  One way to do that is to look at the experience of war, for both soldiers and civilians, more as human stories that hold universal appeal and authenticity and less at the more abstract political, diplomatic, and military aspects of war.     

 

I’m not sure what lessons we have learned from Hiroshima.  Mercifully no atomic bombs have been dropped in the past sixty years.  But the world is armed to the teeth as never before, nor has the rhetoric of war lessoned.  My challenge is to keep the hope of peace alive while avoiding false hopes.  

Philip West, Mansfield Professor (excerpt)
Outstanding First Fall Service
A year in planning, we are very fortunate to start our fall schedule with husband and wife team, Connie Barlow and Michael Dowd. Our first service, September 11, will be presented by Connie Barlow, an acclaimed author of popular science books bridging evolution and spiritual meaning, followed by a Thursday, Sept. 15 evening workshop presented by her husband, Michael Dowd, a former United Church of Christ pastor and evolutionary theologian.  Both Unitarian Universalists, they embody the marriage of science and religion as wedded partners and itinerant evolutionary sacred storytellers.  

Connie's most recent book, "The Ghosts of Evolution" (Basic Books), was Amazon.com's #1 recommended science book for several months in 2001.  Her previous book, "Green Space, Green Time: The Way of Science" (Copernicus Books), was excerpted as the cover story in the Nov/Dec 1998 issue of "UU World", and also appeared in "The Humanist" and "Wild Earth" magazines.  They take great joy in sharing ways in which an understanding of the evolutionary and ecological sciences can enhance our communion with the natural world and with one another.
Evening Workshop

What follows is an outline of a free workshop that Rev. Michael Dowd, one of the most inspiring speakers in America and among the most popular presenters in the UUA, will offer on Sept. 15 from 7:00pm - 9:00pm at the Fellowship house, 102 McLeod.

Michael and his wife Connie Barlow, an acclaimed science writer, have spoken in more than 170 UU churches and fellowships over the last three years, since they launched their itinerant inspirational/educational ministry.

BEYOND SUSTAINABILITY:

THE MARRIAGE OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION

A REALISTICALLY INSPIRING VISION OF THE NEXT 250 YEARS

- An exploration of how "The Great Story" - the epic of evolution told as a sacred story - bridges science and religion and how it provides common ground for atheists, theists, pantheists, humanists, and spiritual seekers.

- A way of thinking about the cosmos and our relationship to it that inspires people to relate to social justice and environmental sustainability in an entirely new way.

- An exploration of directionality in the cosmos (how evolution has led to greater complexity, cooperation, and interdependence over time) and a look at long-term evolutionary trends and short-term historic trends that are especially hopeful and inspiring for those of us committed to just, healthy, beautiful, and sustainably lifegiving future.

- A thoughtful discussion of these three questions:

(1) What is the role (destiny?) of the human in the evolutionary process?  What is our unique contribution as a species?

(2) Given long-term and short-term trends, what can we reasonably expect over the next 250 years, good news and bad news?  What are the challenges and opportunities we will likely face?

(3) What difference can this perspective make in my life and the life of my circles of care and commitment?

-------------------------------
THE REV. MICHAEL DOWD, a gifted teacher, preacher, and cosmic storyteller, is the author of the 1991 book "EarthSpirit: A Handbook for Nurturing an Ecological Christianity" (Twenty-Third Publications), which was inspired by the writings of cultural historian Thomas Berry, physicist Brian Swimme, and deep ecologist Joanna Macy.  During the 1980s and 90s, Michael pastured three UCC congregations, worked with UU, Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, and Evangelical leaders across America on environmental, peace, and justice issues, and managed government funded Sustainable Lifestyle Campaigns on both coasts. His great joy is telling the 14 billion year history of everyone and everything in ways that evoke awe, gratitude, and trust, inspire faith and openheartedness, and empower people to follow the path where their own great joy and the world's great need intersect.

((((((((((((((((((((((((
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