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September 2006
 SERVICE AND PROGRAM SCHEDULE

September 10
10:00 AM
Ingathering:  Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Cragg & Bill Flanery.



September 17
10:00 AM
Bruce Barrett:  Judaism, Christianity and Israel.

Soup and Sandwich Potluck:  Bring Sandwich fixings or a dessert.



September 24
10:00 AM 
Poetry: Sharing of favorite poems led by Ethel MacDonald.



October 1
10:00 AM
James Usher:  Why I am Not a Christian.



October 8
10:00 AM
Barbara Cragg:  Jesus Without the Miracles.



Monday, September 11 – UU Women’s Lunch at noon the China Buffet.

Monday, September 18 – Board of Trustees Meeting at 7:00PM at the Fellowship.  Anyone is welcome to attend. 

Every Monday - Scrabble/game night at 6:45 PM at the Fellowship.

AFFIRMATION:

I pledge allegiance to the earth on which I stand,
and to the environment of which I am a part,
one planet in a Process, with soil, water and air like one body,
indivisible, with resources to be cherished and protected by all. 

News From the Top


Welcome to the start of a new church year, a time for a fresh beginning and a new chapter in the life of our spiritual community.  We are starting off with a new time for services.  The change has come about because of our experience this summer.  Wanting to avoid the heat with 99* temps, the summer service was changed to 9:30 am, and serendipitously, we experienced much larger attendance.  The Board decided that an earlier starting time for the regular year was a good idea, too, and compromising between 10:30 and 9:30, voted to move our service to 10:00 am.  This allows time after service for adult RE sessions and Board meetings, leaving more of the afternoon for enjoyment.  Though it may be a challenge to be up and ready half an hour earlier, I know we can do it! 
 
We begin the year with our Ingathering and Water Communion service Sunday, Sept. 10 at 10:00 am.  As you may remember, the Water Communion is our ceremony to reconnect after summer diversions, with each person who would like to, adding, blending a bit of water to symbolize their summer activities.  I look forward to this sharing of experiences. 

We have some interesting services scheduled for the fall.  Though we budgeted at the Annual Meeting for a monthly visit by a minister, we haven't been able to accomplish that goal for every month.  However, the ones we have will be very worthwhile. 

 This year Marleen Ochs is taking the reins of our Youth Religious Education Committee, with Saul and Sara Clements, Lisa Thomas, and other adults from the congregation contributing to weekly sessions.  We will be looking forward to a fall service in November presented by our youth, so stay tuned. 

 A fall highlight is the upcoming annual retreat for the Montana Area UU Association (MAUUA) the third weekend of this month, Sept. 23 & 24 at Camp Child.  It is a fun, informative gathering and a great chance to meet other UU's from around Montana.  In fact, with the two new Montana ministers  both there, it will be an opportunity to meet them.  See the article and schedule further along in this newsletter for more retreat information.

As we begin this new year, let each of us share what we are able to contribute to make our congregation a supportive, welcoming community.

Be well, do good work, and keep the faith. In the spirit of hope for a fullfilling year, Bonna Graham-Hall


Programs

First of all I want to thank members and friends who contributed to the programs of our Fellowship last year. This year we hope to have a visiting minister from time to time and to enjoy a presentation of music now and then.  Nevertheless, we rely on our congregation to provide a number of programs through the year. Please consider offering to do a program.  Your presentations often provide an avenue for us to know each other better. At this time, most of Sept-Nov is filled (Thanks folks!) but we will be glad to take offers for the Sundays remaining open in December and for 2007.

If you do not want to prepare your own topic, you can find many interesting talks by searching the Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF) ww.clfuu.org/churchonline.  Username: churchonline  Password: resources

If you plan to present a talk but would like someone else to conduct the rest of the service please contact Barbara Cragg, Bonna Graham-Hall or Bill Flanery.  We will be glad to assist you.

Sample program order sheets are available below the calendar board.

Barbara Cragg, Programs Chair

Gathering in Observance of

September 11

On Monday, September 11, the fifth anniversary of a day of painful memories, please join the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center at 6:00 pm in Rankin Park for a short program focused on Gandhi's words about non-violence. Participants are encouraged to bring quotes, poems, reaadings, or songs to share.

Jeannette Rankin Peace Party

Social Justice Chair Ethel MacDonald reminds all UUFM friends that the Jeannette Rankin Peace Center’s annual International Peace Party fundraiser is Sunday, September 17 at Caras Park from 5-9 pm.  

Walk For Peace

 

Many communities across the country are also planning walks for Saturday, September 16, 2006, or other dates between September 11 (Patriot Day/100th Anniversary of Gandhi's first nonviolent action) and September 21 (the International Day of Peace.  Anyone interested in helping put a walk together in Missoula, please call us at 543-3955, JRPC.

   

What Can We Do About the War?

CodePink, an international women's and men's organization for peace and justice, is calling for a week of nonviolent action, marches, rallies, demonstrations, interfaith services, candlelight vigils and other creative ways to declare peace in cities and towns across the United States September 21-28. For more information on CodePink, see www.codepink4peace.org. If you're interested in helping create some actions in Missoula, contact Carol at 543-1038 or carolnhero@msn.com.

Camp Child

It's time to plan to attend the annual gathering of the Montana Area Unitarian Universalist Association (MAUUA) at Camp Child the weekend of Sept. 23 and 24.  

This year we welcome Armida Alexander, the new minister at Glacier UU Fellowship, as minister for our gathering.  As always, we'll enjoy the fellowship of UUs from around Montana, learning from each other, singing, having fun with the kids, taking time to hike or relax, and enjoying plenty of good food and conversation.  If you haven't been to Camp Child before, the quiet beauty of this peaceful YMCA camp out in the country west of Helena is worth the trip.  Child care will be provided.

The cost to attend is $15 per adult or $35 per family, and scholarships are available on request.  No one will be turned away for lack of funds.  All are welcome!

Please bring: 

· your hymnals 

· a chalice (one will do)

· some writing easels with paper pads & markers (about 4 for the whole group - does each 

· fellowship have one set they could bring?)  Please send me an email at 

· lfaithb@earthlink.net to tell me how many easels and pads your fellowship will bring.

· Warm sleeping bags for each member of your family

· Clothing for cool and warm weather (we may have both)

· Personal care items, towels

Schedule:

Saturday, September 23rd

12:30  Registration and moving into lodge or cabins

1:30   Whole group welcome and ingathering by the flagpole

2:00   1st roundtable discussion session

   Kids do mandala workshop with Monique Mandala

4:00   2nd roundtable discussion session

   Adults RE mandala workshop with Monique Mandala

  

Roundtable topics:  

· RE successes and lessons learned - with curriculum presentation by Betsy Kohnstamm and Laura Behenna

· Worship: What Works

· Outreach to potential UUs in our communities

· Small group ministry opportunities for small congregations

Free time for hikes and talking

5:15 - 6   Discussion of Our Whole Lives (OWL) curriculum by Daphne Collins of Bozeman

6:00  Dinner

· Lasagna provided by Billings Fellowship

· Salads and beverages by Glacier Fellowship

· Desserts by Helena Big Sky Fellowship

7:30  Evening hymn sing

Sunday, September 24th

8 - 9:00  Breakfast - provided by Bozeman and Missoula fellowships

10:00   Service with Rev. Armida Alexander - new minister from Glacier Fellowship


Title: “In the Vineyards”

11:15  Business meeting

                           

12:00  Clean up and farewells

Camp Child is located 23 miles west of Helena, on the west side of MacDonald Pass. Turn south on Little Blackfoot Road, the first south-going road immediately east of the town of Elliston; you’ll see a small “Camp Child” sign there. Travel south on this road and watch for the larger Camp Child sign on your left. Take the driveway and park in front of the lodge. Web site and photos: http://www.helenaymca.com/html/camp_child.php
We hope to see you there! Please contact me, Laura Behenna, at 457-0206 or lfaithb@earthlink.net, or Betsy Kohnstamm at 862-5528 or beaniekicks@yahoo.com for more information.

UUFM Board of Directors Meeting

August 27, 2006 Meeting

   Attending:  President Bonna Graham-Hall, Barbara Cragg, Barbara Berens, Ray Aten, Marleen Ochs, Patti Weeda, Ellen Strommen

   Bonna called the meeting to order at 10:50 am.

 MEETING TIMES:  First order of business was discussion of Sunday meeting times, whether to change them from 10:30 am to 10:00 am or even earlier.   Only one UU had commented via e-mail on the proposal to meet earlier, opposing it. Several others had verbally endorsed it.  After some fairly lively discussion, there was unanimous agreement to meet at 10:00 AM on Sundays. To allow sufficient time for notice to get out, the new meeting time will begin on Sept 10, 2006.

CHURCH OF THE LARGER FELLOWSHIP (CLF):  Bonna distributed catalogs of materials available through CLF. Many of these materials would be helpful in  

preparing Sunday services.  Barbara C noted that there will be an article on programming in the Newsletter which can inform UUFM members that the CLF materials are available as a resource.

NEWCOMER WELCOME:   Ray asked to add an agenda item proposing that there be a regular point in the service, preferably early in the service, which lets newcomers know that they are welcome to present ideas and engage in discussion.   Discussion:  Maybe this could be included in the early introduction?  Maybe in the greeting time?
Marleen pointed out that some newcomers may feel more comfortable with a message stressing it's the newcomer's option: if you CARE to stand up.  She also suggested that visitors be invited, if they wish, to say a little about themselves; this might facilitate giving UU's who share
interests to approach the newcomers later.   Ray says the membership committee will work on a statement to incorporate Marleen's suggestions.

PROGRAMMING:  Bonna is having difficulty finding a minister for each month, a programming criterion which had been adopted earlier.  Rev. Lois Van Leer will come in October; Rev. Armida Alexander, the new minister from Kalispell, probably will not come because at age 72 she doesn’t want to drive long distances. Rev. Alex Holt, from the Seattle area, will come April 29.  He will be 

more expensive, but worth the cost.  Barbara B. suggests Rev. Sean Dennison, the chaplain who facilitated groups at Russell Lockwood Leadership School.  The Billings minister, Rev. Wanda Daniels, may be available.   Perhaps 

some local ministers from other denominations might be willing to make presentations?  Of course they undoubtedly have their own Sunday services to present.   From CLF,  there are packets of "A Month of
Sundays".  A packet will be ordered; Ray will make a presentation from it on Oct 29.

 CHILDREN’S RE:    Marleen will head the RE program this year.   She pointed out that one issue for
participating adults is that they understand special needs children and can deal with them in a tactful way.  There should be at least two leaders with the group on any given Sunday, one regular RE person and a second adult.  Who will be participating this year?  No word yet from Lisa, who is probably just due to return from her summer location.  Some others to ask:   Maria, Saul and Sara.  Maybe we could ask some other members who can be tapped to help with RE if need be? Maybe a list of three or four such adults?  Barbara C., Bonna,  and Ray volunteered right now.


RE topics?  Whoever is planning to have kids in RE can propose ideas and select from among them.  Some examples Marleen suggests:  Creation stories from different groups;  a “Trash to treasure” project. There are several sets of curricle available which we already own.
The RE group will be presenting the Nov. 19 service.
Will the Story for All Ages continue to be part of the Regular service?   Answer: Definitely yes!

 SIGN:  Ray asks whether there might be a new, more visible sign, maybe on the fence.  Perhaps we could ask Saul to either replace the current sign or do interesting graphics on the fence.    Major hurdle: local (neighborhood association) regulations.   UUFM has been asked to remove or relocate other larger, more visible signs. We will look into the idea some more.

 Meeting adjourned at 11:50.

 Submitted by Ellen Strommen, Secretary
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Newsletter
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