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From the President

Greetings!
Another month has passed – another month closer to spring!  Although, today doesn’t look much like winter is on the way out.  I shouldn’t wish my life away, but somehow, this year, I just seem to want spring to get here, more so than in years past.
We have some very exciting events coming up at the Fellowship.  Of course, we begin with a service by Judy Fjell, and what better way to start a month could there be?  Bozeman is celebrating their 50th anniversary the next Sunday, March 8.  Antonia will be leading our service on March 15, and will lead a workshop focusing on leading worship on March 14.  More details to follow.
Looking forward to April, Nancy Bowen, the Mountain Desert District executive, will be leading a “Healthy Congregations” workshop on April 18, and then will present the service on April 19.  To help build on what we learn there, Veronica Lassen, a former member of the UU church in Moscow who is temporarily living in Hamilton, will be presenting a workshop the following weekend on Compassionate (Nonviolent) Communication.  See the article elsewhere in this newsletter for more on that.
As some of you may remember, one of my stated goals upon becoming chairperson was to work towards improved communication in the Fellowship.  That is one of those goals that is never totally attained, but I feel it is imperative that we keep striving toward it.  Many times as my kids were growing up, I had to ask them if they even realized what tone of voice they were using.  I would like to believe that we get beyond that when we reach adulthood, but I’m afraid that is not always the case.  Let us all take a day to try to listen carefully to ourselves, not just our words, but our whole communication.
Oftentimes we (I am including myself here) don’t realize the impression we make on other people.  I have listened to members of this Fellowship address other members as if they must have lost their mind.  I have heard members state their opinions as if they were the only possible conclusion a thinking, caring person could reach.  Worse yet, I have heard members state those opinions as truth, not only for themselves, but for everyone else in the group they happen to be in at the time.  I don’t know about anyone else, but speaking for myself is not something I am willing to give up, even for those times when I do agree.
I am sure there have been times when I have, knowingly or unknowingly, done the very things I am now complaining about.  If I have hurt someone with my words, I apologize.  Know that I am trying to improve, and I am challenging everyone to try with me.
Take care, Mary

List of services for March:
 

March 1 -- Judy Fjell, Music for the Spirit
March 8 -- Josh Davis, "What's the Point ( of Spiritual Practice)?
March 15 -- Antonia Won
March 22 -- The Sticky Stuff by Daniel Kane, lead by Bonna Graham-Hall
March 29 -- Ty Clement, "Being Ourself"

Also on the Calendar

March 11, Wednesday, Fellowship cleanup, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

March 14, Antonia will lead a workshop on leading worship

March 19,  Eclectic Readers Group meets at the home of Mary Nordhagen, details below

March 30, UUFM Women’s lunch at El Cazador, noon

 

Unitarian Universalist History Corner

On March 2, 1401, the English Parliament passed a law that condemned all heretics to death at the stake.  It was the first law in England regulating Dissenting religion.  Even after the law was struck down in 1677, it was a criminal offense to hold Unitarian views or worship.

March 23, 1657, Richard Coppin was arrested a second time for preaching Universalism.  One of the first two Englishmen known to have preached universal salvation, he was arrested under a 1648 statute that had required belief in future judgment.
March 7, 1844, the Dissenters' Chapels Act was introduced in English Parliament, aimed at giving Unitarians legal rights to their church property.  It was an important step in religious freedom in England.

UUA General Assembly
 

 Unitarian-Universalists from all over the country meet once a year at the UUA General Assembly (GA). This year we are fortunate that the meeting is in Salt Lake City, a one-day, car-pool, beautiful-scenery trip from Montana. From June 24-28 there will be thousands of UU’s, and over 300 workshops, lectures, and worship opportunities.  You can get more information at www.uua.org/events/generalassembly. Each year UUA members agree to focus on a particular topic, called a Congregational Study/Action Issue. Last year the membership adopted Ethical Eating: Food and Environmental Justice as the study and action issue. Lots has happened since then. You can see how we, as individuals and as a group, can turn this issue into action at www.uua.org/ufeta. You can also contact UUFM member Sue Eakins for more information at www.newdawnmt.com. The Congregational Study/Action Issue up for vote for 2009 is entitled Peacemaking. Registration for GA begins 02-03-09. We will need to select a voting delegate to represent UUFM. We hope to help some of our members with the costs of attending this event. Lets start planning for a great community-building trip!

Eclectic Book Group

Eclectic Book Group’s choice for March is: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. Sounds interesting? The discussion meeting will be Thursday,  March 19th, so you’ve plenty of time to read and get ready. The group will meet at the home of Mary Nordhagen, 630 Dearborn.

Compassionate Communication Workshop: April 24th, 7-9 p.m., and April 25th, 9-4 p.m.

Most of us have been educated from birth to compete, judge, demand, diagnose — to think and communicate in terms of what is “right” and “wrong.” Even when we are well meaning, this can be disastrous to our personal and professional relationships. Come learn the “conscious communication” techniques of Nonviolent Communication and leave more aware of our shared connection, and the profound power of positive language. Join the thousands of people worldwide who have improved their relationships and their lives with this simple yet revolutionary process. 

Join Veronica Lassen, author, educator and Compassionate Communication trainer in this stimulating, interactive workshop. Friday night we will cover the basics and Saturday will be a time of deepening our understanding and practice. Requested Fee: $40 sliding scale paid at the door, no registration required, no one turned away for inability to pay the full amount! Based on the work of Marshall B. Rosenberg, Ph.D, author of Nonviolent Communication, a Language of Life.

Meadville Lombard's Prospective Student Conference is April 8 and 9
 

Meadville Lombard Theological School, a Unitarian Universalist seminary in Chicago, Illinois, is holding a Prospective Student Conference on April 8 and 9. Prospective students are invited to visit the school, meet its award-winning, full-time faculty, and learn about the Master of Divinity degree. Students can earn a degree through the school’s innovative TouchPoint distance learning format, where they travel to Chicago for academic courses and orientation, but do their community and congregational experiential work where they live. For more information, visit the school’s  website at www.meadville.edu or call the Admissions Office at 773.256.3000 x250.

 

Theological Education for Lay Leaders and Seminarians at Meadville Lombard
 

Deepen your Unitarian Universalist theological understanding as you study with current and future leaders of our movement, including: Rev. Dr. William F. Schulz, Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress and former President of the UUA, former Executive Director of Amnesty International, USA; Dr. Sharon Welch, Provost, world-renown ethicist and author; Dr. Mark Hicks our new Angus MacLean Professor of Religious Education, author of UU RE curriculum, and lay leader at All Souls in Washington DC. Visit our website to view course descriptions and syllabi of these summer offerings:

· Preaching As If You Mean It with Rev. Dr. William F. Schulz, July 6 – 10, 2009, Chicago. 

· Chancel Drama Practicum with the Rev. John Tolley, Ph.D., July 13 – 17, 2009, Chicago. 

· Ethical Wisdom: A comparative study of Buddhist, Native American, African American, and Humanist traditions with Dr. Sharon Welch, July 20 – 24, 2009, Chicago. 

· UU History Through UU Women's Hymns with Rev. David Johnson, August 16 -21, 2009, Ferry Beach, ME. 

· Educating for Barack's World: Creating Educational Experiences that Advance Social Justice with Dr. Mark Hicks, August 16 -21, 2009, Ferry Beach, ME. 

These week-long courses can be taken for credit at full-price ($1500), or can be audited at half-price ($750). Registration opens online on March 16. Early registration is recommended to save your spot, but also so that you have time to do the pre-class readings and other work. If you are not a current student at Meadville Lombard or have never taken a course there, you will need to register as a student-at-large, first. Contact our Admissions Office for more information at admissions2@meadville.edu, or 773.256.3000 x250.

 

