Future Directions Task Force meeting with Nancy Bowen

September 23, 2009

Task Force members present were: Mary Nordhagen, Marlene Ochs, Josh Davis, Bonna Graham Hall and Joyce Clarke.  Interested member Ellen Strommen also joined the group.

Some options are the Christian Science building and Grace Methodist church.  We could adapt either of these spaces (or similar church spaces) to our needs  Nancy said that if we did rent a space that might not have all the facilities we needed for other activities, some congregations reserve free space for weekly meetings at fire houses, libraries or schools.

Ministerial options were next on the agenda.  Possibilities include “sharing a minister” with another congregation.  Nancy suggested that before we try to hire a minister, we might look for an interfaith chaplain through a local hospice or hospital, who we could hire temporarily to provide the caring and concerns aspect of ministry.  It would give us some experience with having a minister, but would not be a huge commitment.  Nancy commented that our minister search should be for a “hire” and not a “call”. 

The main theme of our meeting was exploration of what new people who come to us are looking for, and what current and past members are looking for, and how we do or do not provide what our UU faith promises.  

Newcomers generally expect: (1) a warm  welcome, (2) a community that is easy to become part of, and (3) a strong social justice commitment: support of GLBT/gay marriage, immigrant issues, active peace involvement and other current social issues; poverty, homelessness, violence ,etc. 

They are looking for guidance for their personal spiritual development, how and where to get started on a spiritual path, and what that path might look like.  They come to us looking for meaning, a sense of belonging, and deep connection.  Nancy reminded us that Unitarian Universalism is a faith that saves lives from bitterness, unworthiness, and feelings of being unlovable.  She stressed that we need to be expressing love in all that we do in our fellowship and in our community.  Our main focus should be that what we do on Sundays and how we behave together needs to be congruent with our UUFM website and the UUA website, since that is where many first find us. 

Chalice Circles are an important way to help people get started on their spiritual path.  These circles help deepen relationships, and affirm each person at whatever place they are spiritually.  Our covenantal faith allows us to support one another’s beliefs without having to agree with them.

Unitarian Universalism is a faith made up largely of introverts.  We are challenged to find ways, even as introverts, to encourage and nurture the deep connections that we are looking for, both for ourselves and to help newcomers.  Nancy talked about how “evangelical” churches get their members there for services on Sunday, then for another evening or weekend service, possibly for choir another evening of the week.  Their churches are important in their lives, and we need to find ways to illustrate the importance and relevance of UUism.  For starters, we discussed having a discussion group offered in the library after service, during coffee hour, to allow a quieter haven for those who don’t feel comfortable standing around making chit chat and to have a place for newcomers to connect to people and feel welcome. 

We left the meeting with renewed energy and enthusiasm about a fellowship where all will continue to work toward  sharing and experiencing  the promises of UU!! 

