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Hi all!


Well, Summer is here.  Time for flip-flops and backyard bar-b-ques, bike rides and river-side frolicking.  Our reward for sticking it out through the dreary overcast of winter.  The days lengthen, the skies clear, and hallelujah, it's summer in Missoula!


In keeping with spirit of the season, the UUFM goes into “informal” mode starting this coming Sunday.  Summer services are generally more discussion oriented with an emphasis on sharing thoughts on the topic presented, rather than the more usual “sermon-style” message.  We will have childcare available again this summer, so bring the little ones along.  Summer services are a cinch to lead, and if you've never done a service before, it's a great way to get your feet wet.  There are still plenty of spots available for the coming months, so if you're interested in presenting a service this summer email me (Josh) at mahankhal@gmail.com.


But just because our services are more laid-back (and you thought that couldn't be done, ha!), that doesn't mean we're slacking off this summer.  Game night is still going strong every Tuesday night at 6:45 pm, and recently featured the addition of the Chinese strategy game Go, as well as the traditional Scrabble.  On June 11th some of us will be helping build a Habitat house, as well as providing refreshments for the labor-force.  


We've also got a summer Adult Religious Ed group in the works, in which we'll be reading and discussing The Book of J, by Harold Bloom and David Rosenberg.  The book looks at what scholars believe to be the earliest strand in what became the Biblical books of Genesis, Exodus and Numbers, written by an unknown author dubbed J.  David Rosenberg has retranslated and assembled just the passages attributed to J and Harold Bloom argues that the ironic and paradoxical picture we are given of Yahweh has almost nothing in common the God of normative Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  Bloom also argues that J may well have been a female, an assumption which turns out to offer an interesting perspective on the text.  We haven't set a time yet, but if this sounds interesting to you, email mahankhal@gmail.com to get in on the fun.


A few quick notes on the Annual General Meeting that followed last week's service.  A budget for the upcoming year was presented and approved and Carol Marsh was confirmed as the new Board Secretary, taking over for Barbara Cragg.  Discussion then moved to the future of the Fellowship and in particular the desire expressed by many that we consider hiring a part-time minister.  A committee was formed to look into what our options are, including the possibility of selling the Fellowship house to cover the expense of a minister.  The committee (Joyce Clarke, Mary Nordhagen, Bonna Graham-Hall, Cathy Reich and Josh Davis) will explore the different possibilities and report back in the fall.  


We also welcomed a few new members into the fold, last week.  Tammy Ravas, Nancy Taylor, Maggie Marmon and Mary Whitsett all signed the book and made it official.  So even as the Fellowship winds down a little bit for the summer, it's experiencing new and exciting growth.  


That's all for now.  I hope everyone is getting out and enjoying the weather and we'll see you at the 'Ship.

Peace,

Josh

List of Services for June:

 

June 7 – Bonna Graham-Hall; For the Bible Tells Me So, a film on homophobia and 
fundamentalist Christianity, followed by discussion

June 14 – Carol Marsh; How Did UUism Stop Being a Christian Religion?

June 21– Bill Flanery

June 28- To be announced

Also on the Calendar:

June 11 – Habitat for Humanity clergy build.  We're sending workers and snacks to help 
the cause.  If you would like to contribute a snack for the workers, contact Kirsten 
at kirsten.kander33@gmail.com.  

June 29 – UUFM Women’s lunch at El Cazador, 101 S. Higgins 12 pm.

Unitarian Universalist History Corner

June 19th, 1785  The proprietors of King's Chapel in Boston voted 20 to 7 to become Unitarian.  The congregation revised the Book of Common Prayer to omit all references to the trinity.  “Thus,” wrote Francis W.P. Greenwood, “the first Episcopal church in New England become the first Unitarian church in the New World.”

June 23rd, 1977  At General Assembly in Ithaca, New York, the Unitarian Universalist Association passed the ground-breaking Women and Religion Resolution, which called on Unitarian Universalists to examine in their own lives the way in which traditional religious beliefs have devalued women and promoted this devalution whithin the larger culture.  The resolution further called on the UUA and religious leaders to “put traditional assumptions and language in perspective and avoid sexist assumptions and language in the future.”  

