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Winter Haiku

The bare limbs of the

Trees shiver in the wind and

Speak in semaphore.

--Charles de Lint

President’s Letter

Happy New Year!
Thanks to Cathy’s service, we’ve taken time to both look back at the past year and look forward to what the new year may bring. Tammy will be leading us in a service of letting go, whether to make room for new ideas and experiences, or just to clear out some of the clutter in our lives. I would like to suggest that we at least try to let go of some of the certainties in our lives.  Maybe that would leave room for genuine understanding and compassion for each other.
There is a difference between facts and truth. We each choose which facts to put together to form our beliefs, and ultimately, our truth, often without even consciously realizing that we are making choices. I recently learned that I am 5 feet 9 inches in height. All of my adult life, I have believed that I was 5 feet 8 inches. Now, one inch may not be a big difference, but if I could be wrong about such a simple, easily verified “fact,” what else might I be wrong about?
One of my pet peeves, and as I have said before I have way more pet peeves that any one person should be allowed, is to have people talk to me in pronouncements. I don’t get the feeling that I am being invited to share in any way, just to listen and agree. I find my energy draining away and my attention wandering as I try to find a polite way out.  Conversations that are energizing are those where different possibilities are explored.  With certainty, there is nowhere to go, nowhere new to explore.
Of course, it is always much easier to recognize less than perfect traits in others than in ourselves.  I am sure there is at least one person, and probably more, reading this thinking about a time I might have indulged in a pronouncement or two. I am equally sure that I will again. I can only hope that I can improve at least the speed with which I recognize myself being overly certain.  
Looking forward, we will be forming a budget committee sometime in February or March. Please consider whether this is an area where you have gifts to share with the fellowship. We have had computer changeover and software problems, but Melissa is getting everything caught back up. She will be sending out notices so people know both what they donated to the Fellowship in the calendar year of 2008, and where they are on their 2008-09 fiscal year pledges.
This is a rather scattered message, but I always feel this is an unorganized time of year.  Maybe that’s why so many people make resolutions, so they can feel like they’re doing something constructive.  My normal New Year’s resolution is to not make New Year’s resolutions!
Take care, Mary

January Calendar

January services:

January 4 –“Letting Go”  presented by Tammy Ravas

January 11 –“Oneness Spirituality in Environment” by Daniel Henning

January 18 - Antonia Won, visiting minister

January 25 – “Making Sense of the '60s” presented by Barbara Cragg

January 11, program committee after services
January 14, housecleaning, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
January 17, Spirituality workshop by Antonia Won (time to be announced)
January 24, housecleaning, 10 a.m. to noon

January 27, 7 p.m., Movie Night – “Caramel” (see details below)
January 29, book club, Barbara Cragg’s house, 7 pm, Boom!  Talking About the Sixties, What Happened, How It Shaped Today, Lessons for Tomorrow, by Tom Brokaw
Movie Night

The next movie night at the Fellowship will be on Saturday, Jan. 27th at 7 pm. The film will be one made by a Lebanese woman director in Beirut about interracial and religious relationships. "Caramel" tells the story of 5 Lebanese women tackling forbidden love, binding traditions, repressed sexuality, the struggle to accept the natural process of age, and duty vs. desire. Labaki's film is unique for not showcasing a war-ravaged  Beirut but rather a warm and inviting exotic locale where people deal with universal issues.   
                                                                                      - -Will Farrington

UUA Draft Statement of Conscience on “Peacemaking”
The deadline for comments on the Draft Statement of Conscience (SOC) on “Peacemaking” is February 1, 2009. The comment form has several sections to be filled out. The first section asks us to rate our overall impressions of the following:
Agreement on issues among participants?   0 (clearly divided) to 4 (strong consensus).

General impression of draft SOC?  0 (strongly disliked) to 4 (strongly liked). 

Could a SOC like this be a springboard to action?  0 (not at all) to 4 (a lot). 

Would a SOC like this help to define Unitarian Universalism?  0 (not at all) to 4 (a lot).
There is also a section to comment on the general substance of the draft SOC, and a section to report on any related activity during the past year of this CSAI. Does this SOC represent your group’s work?  And finally, there is a section to comment on the specific wording of the draft SOC.
We are also being asked to participate in the Congregational Poll.  The essential question on the Congregational Poll is whether you agree to advance the Draft Statement of Conscience on Peacemaking to the Final Agenda of the UUA General Assembly for 2009. 25% of all certified congregations must participate in the poll for the process to move forward.
I propose that we vote yes, the draft statement should be advanced to the final agenda. I also propose that we fill out the first section with 3s across the board. For comments, I would sum up our impression of the general substance of the draft as being too vague, although we understand that to arrive at a consensus; the statement cannot be too concrete. The emphasis of the statement is opposition to war; we would prefer it to be more of a support of peace.
Our discussion did not arrive at any comments on the specific wording of the draft SOC, or at least on no consensus of what those wording comments should be.
Does this sound about right?  Let me know what you think.  If necessary, we can schedule another discussion after services on a Sunday in January to finish this up.

-- Mary
Thanks to Will!

Many thanks to Will Farrington for his very generous donation to the Fellowship. In his own words, he has given us:

A fund to promote membership and growth in the Fellowship. Funds may be used . . .

· For honorariums of guest speakers and programs except for lay led ones from members of the Fellowship;

· To finance up to 50% of expenses for delegates attending the UUA General Assembly;

· Advertising and promotion of special events and activities related to membership, growth and community outreach.

Funds may not be used for . . .

· House and grounds expenditures including maintenance, furniture, appliances, and equipment;
· Landscaping, flowers, decorations, etc.

Please be sure to share with Will how much we appreciate all he has done for the Fellowship. He has shared unselfishly of himself and made a real, positive difference in this “beloved community.” Thank you, Will, for your belief in UUFM.

Unitarian Universalist History Corner 
On January 24, 1556, the Second Synod of the Reformed Brethern (Socinians) in Poland adopted Unitarian positions and rejected the Nicene and Athanasian creeds. On January 28, 1645, Paul Best, described as a “troublesome Unitarian who denied the Trinity of the Godhead, and the Diety of the Christ, and the Holy Ghost” during the reign of England’s King Charles I, was accused of blasphemy by the Committee of Plundered Ministers. He was tried by Parliament, and an order for his execution was introduced. However, the ordinance was never passed due to public outcry.  Best was allowed to return to Yorkshire where he continued his studies and writing until his death.


On Janurary 18, 1782, Daniel Webster was born in Salisbury, NH. He was a Unitarian lawyer and political leader best known for using his powerful oratorical skills to promote moderate federal unity when the divisions over slavery were growing extreme. As a member of Congress, he opposed the War of 1812 and refused to vote for taxes to support it. He became a leading constitutional lawyer, senator, presidential candidate, and Secretary of State under three Presidents.


On January 29, 1861, Florida Yates Ruffin Ridley was born in Boston, MA.  An African-American, she was educated in Boston, however, her parents moved to England to rear their family in a free country. They returned to America at the outbreak of the Civil War to help end slavery. She became the second African-American teacher in the Boston public schools. She and her husband, who owned a tailoring shop, became members of Second Unitarian Church in Brookline, MA. She became interested in African-American history and literature and was a founder of the Society for the Collection of Negro Folklore, the Society of Descendants, Early New England Negroes. A strong advocate of women’s suffrage, she helped found women’s clubs and the League of Women for Community Service. She wrote both fiction and nonfiction, especially describing African-American life and race relations.


Within the circles of our lives

We dance the circles of the years,

The circles of the seasons

within the circles of the years,

The cycles of the moon

Within the circles of the seasons,

Within the circles of our reasons

Within the cycles of the moon.

Again, again, we come and go,

Changed, changing. Hands

Join, unjoin in love and fear,

Grief and joy. The circles turn,

Each giving into each, into all.

Only music keeps us here,

Each by all the others held

In the hold of hands and eyes

We turn in pairs, that joining

Joining each to all again.

And then we turn aside, alone,

Out of the sunlight gone

Into the darker circles of return.

--Wendell Berry
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