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From the President

Hello again --

Here we are, almost to February.  I like to think of January and February as the fallow months of winter, months when we rest, when we have time to gather our thoughts and look ahead to spring, and consider what we would like to have burst forth when spring comes. I said I like to think of winter like that, but for me the reality is quite different.  For the past 20 odd years, the months of January and February have been the busiest, professionally, of my year. So if I seem a bit scattered, if I am sometimes not as “present” as I would wish to be, I ask for your patience.

I do want us all to do a little thinking ahead, a little planning, a little soul-searching about what we would like this community to be and to accomplish, and how we can make that happen. I think I’ve written before about putting together a finance committee to start looking at how we should allocate our resources for the next year. If that is a way you feel you could help the fellowship, please let me know.

Speaking of resources, the fellowship has been offered an opportunity I would like everyone to consider carefully. We have been lucky to have a young man whom I consider to be truly exceptional as one of our members, Josh Davis.  He has proposed taking a much more active, supportive role at UUFM.  He is willing to be available to do basically whatever the fellowship needs. While he has plans to become a chaplain, at least initially his role at UUFM would be as more of a facilitator/administrator. In order to have that time to devote to furthering the goals of the fellowship, he would need some financial and housing assistance. During discussion at the last board meeting, some excellent suggestions were made which would involve the help of other fellowship members, who have not yet been approached.  

As they say, the “devil is in the details,” and those details have not yet been worked out.  Initially, the consensus of the board was to wait until they had been figured out before “going public.”  However, transparency and democracy are central to how UUFM should work, and transparency and democracy are often messy.  So, even though the whole thing is still a bit vague, I would like us to start thinking about, and talking about, how it might work.  We will be working to put together a “formal” proposal, hopefully with help from Nancy Bowen, our district executive, and we will certainly schedule times for some focused discussion on this issue.  I have asked Wanda Daniel, the consulting minister who visited here one weekend a month last year, for her opinion.  She wrote back, “My personal/professional opinion is that small fellowships/congregations need to develop local lay leadership . . .Would Josh be a great choice???  I don’t know him well enough to say for sure.  However, he’s not asking for large amounts of money, and he’s articulate, intelligent, and committed to a simple, action oriented lifestyle.  All pluses.  Is it worth a try?  . . . I’d lean towards a yes.”

I also lean, strongly, towards a yes. I think it is time that we took some concrete action forward.  I also like the thought of supporting a member of our community.  While this is certainly no “silver bullet,” and we cannot just sit back and expect Josh to “lead us into the promised land,” this could be a real win-win situation for the fellowship, and for Josh.  Please, think it over carefully.

Take care,

Mary

February Schedule of Services:

Feb. 1 -- Charlotte Kasl, “Truth as the Core of the Spiritual Journey.”  Visit her website to learn more about this nationally recognized local writer, counselor, and speaker.
Feb. 8 – “The Color of Your Skin,” service leaders Cathy Reich, Mary Nordhagen, and Bonna Graham-Hall
Feb. 15 -- The Do-Over: A Theology of Second Chances, featuring Antonia Won, consulting minister

Feb. 22 -- The Real Wealth of Nations, service leader: Margery Palmer

 

Third Sunday with Antonia 
At our Feb. 15 service, our consulting minister, Antonia Won, will be presenting a talk  entitled, “The Do-Over: A Theology of Second Chances.”  During this talk, she asks, “What do you regret doing? If you could do one thing over, what would it be? Who would be the last person on your forgiveness list?”
Universalism was founded on the belief that everyone could go to Heaven, that no one was condemned forever. Unitarianism took off on the belief that the divine resides in each of us. These beliefs leave a lot up to us as individuals. However questions of failure, guilt and forgiveness involve more than just ourselves; they affect other people. Where then, in matters of the heart and spirit, can we as Unitarian Universalists place our faith, or find guidance?

UU History Corner 

 Feb. 12, 1809, Charles Darwin was born in Shrewsbury, England. He published several works, the most important of which, The Origin of the Species, he co-wrote with Alfred Russell Wallace.  This epoch-making work is defended and attacked violently to this day.  Its central thesis, that species evolve in response to changes in their habitats, has been called the most important concept in modern society.

Feb. 4, 1939, the American Unitarian Association sent Martha and Waitstill Sharp to Czechoslovakia to work with refugees from the Nazis. This marked the beginning of the Unitarian Service Committee promoting humanitarian service both at home and abroad.  In 1963, it merged with the Universalist Service Committee that had been organized in 1945, also in response to the war in Europe. The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee still focuses on humanitarian aid, development, and human rights in America and throughout the world.

Treasurer’s Report

Income exceeded expenses for the first half of the fiscal year, July through December. Thank you to all who have contributed to our financial stability. Statements of giving for calendar year 2008 will be passed out or mailed this weekend. Please check these statements for accuracy and completeness, especially since we are combining records from two treasurers and from two different bookkeeping systems. The statements will also indicate the amount given so far for the 2009 fiscal year. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Study Group on Handling Money

Transform your relationship with money. Participate in a book study group. The books are The Soul of Money by Lynne Twist and Your Money Or Your Life by Vicki Robin and Joe Dominguez. Margery Palmer will facilitate. We will start Sunday, Feb. 8.  Meetings will be Sunday afternoons, 12:30 to 2 p.m. at the UU Fellowship House. To register and order books contact Margery at 251-5418 or mfpalmer@montana.com.

UUFM Women’s Lunch Moving

The UUFM Women’s Lunch, recently changed to the last Monday of the month at noon, is moving its location as well. Starting Feb. 23, we will be meeting at El Cazador, on the corner of North Higgins and Front Street, for a while.

March Newsletter Deadline

Please send anything you want to include in the March newsletter to Carol Marsh at carolnhero@msn.com or 420 E. Front St., Apt. 2, Missoula 59802, by Feb. 27.

SummerSing Camp

Judy Fjell’s SummerSing Camp, offering music and creative arts empowerment for women, will be June 27 to July 3 this year. Offerings include singing, guitar, bucket drumming, comedy improv, arts and crafts (including making an 11 foot goddess puppet), jamming, country western dancing, techno-muse, canoeing, swimming, birding, hiking, ropes course team-building and more. The camp offers three options: 


Option 1: Day and night camp, Saturday, June 27, 10 a.m. to Sunday, June 28 through lunch, on a sliding scale of $75 to $125; 


Option 2: Five day camp, Sunday, June 28, 4 p.m. to Friday, July 3, 11 a.m., on a sliding scale of $500 to $700; and


Option 3: Seven day camp, Saturday, June 27, 10 a.m. through Friday, July 3 at 11 a.m., on a sliding scale of $575 to $825. Feels cover all workshops, accommodations,    either camping or cabins, and health meals. For more information, see Judy’s Web site at www.judyfjell.com. 

Missoula to host Children and Nature Summit
The serious increases in obesity, depression and attention-deficit disorders among American children can be traced directly to the lack of nature and the outdoors in their lives, best-selling author Richard Louv writes in his book “Last Child in the Woods.”
Missoula is not immune from these trends, even though outdoor activities in a beautiful setting are just outside most front doors. Local research shows that Missoula kids are drawn by the allure of television, video games and the Internet and prone to what Louv calls “nature-deficit disorder” just as children are nationwide.
“It’s not rocket science for Montanans that there are many benefits for kids spending time outdoors.  It’s our heritage,” said Greg Oliver, health promotion director at the Missoula City-County Health Department. “The recent thinking is that quality time outdoors is more important for healthy child development than we ever imagined. It is a sad commentary on our times that even in Missoula we need to work together to counter the trend of kids not getting out enough to move, play, and explore the natural world.”  
To that end, a coalition of Missoula's youth organizations, educators, health experts, environmentalists and resource managers have joined forces to form the Western Montana Children and Nature Network. The Network is holding the first annual Missoula Children and Nature Summit Feb. 11-13 to raise awareness of the problem of nature deficit and explore ways to reconnect children and nature.
 “The Summit is an opportunity for people in the greater Missoula area to learn about and discuss the impacts of nature deficit here at home,” said Network founder Donna Gaukler, director of the City of Missoula’s Parks and Recreation Department. “Because of our location and natural resources, we tend to be more outdoor-oriented than much of the nation. Nevertheless, we are seeing similar trends in obesity and disengagement from our natural world. The Western Montana Children and Nature Network is an ongoing venture which will provide wonderful opportunities for recreation and learning that is fully accessible and inclusive.”
The Summit will feature a keynote address by Rick Potts, the Chief of Conservation and Outdoor Recreation for the National Park Service. Potts will speak on “Amazing Impacts of Nature on Kids” and share his personal and professional observations and experiences related to nature deficit on Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. in University of Montana's North Urey Lecture Hall. The keynote and opening session will also feature music from Missoula’s Coyote Choir and singer/songwriter Amy Martin, plus a Kids’ Nature Night Hike for ages 5 to 12.  Please ensure that children are dressed for the weather.  The opening session is free. 
On Feb. 12 and 13, the summit will include sessions on nature connectedness, the built and natural environment, No Child Left Inside, unstructured outdoor play, and mobilizing Generation Y (young adults in their late teens, 20s, and early 30s) to step up as role models and mentors for younger kids. The public is invited to attend, and the fee for all sessions is $18. To register, visit www.cfc.umt.edu/children&nature or stop by Currents Aquatics Center in McCormick Park for a registration form.  Recertification credits are available for teachers who participate in the conference through the Western Montana Comprehensive System for Personnel Development, details at www.cspd.net.  
For more information on the Summit or the Western Montana Children and Nature Network, visit  www.cfc.umt.edu/children&nature,  phone Missoula Parks and Recreation at 721-PARK (7275) or e-mail Sarah Megyesi at sarah.megyesi@umontana.edu.  After the Summit, look for guided nature outings and events, a Web site of resources and links and educational opportunities from the Western Montana Children and Nature Network.   
The Missoula Children and Nature Summit is sponsored by the National Park Service, the University of Montana College of Education Foundation, the United States Forest Service, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, University of Montana College of Forestry and Conservation, Missoula County Rural Initiatives, Missoula Parks and Recreation, Montana Natural History Center, and the American Society of Landscape Architects - MT/ID Chapter, Missoula Outdoor Learning Adventures, and many additional businesses and organizations.  
Rebecca Goodrich, Communications Specialist, Missoula Parks and Recreation,  406-552-6254 

