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From the President

Hello once again!
What an exciting month we have coming up! Mark your calendars and participate in any of the upcoming events you are interested in. We start out the month with a talk about Hell. That should wake us all up!  I will be sorry to miss that one, but I will be starting the month with a visit to my mother in Moscow. So everybody listen up so you can let me know the highlights – or would it be lowlights?
There will be a Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday, April 7, at 5:30 at the Fellowship. This is to begin work on next year’s budget. Anybody who is interested is invited. I understand that not everybody is excited by talk of finances and budgets, but the budget itself is a blueprint of where we plan to use our resources.  I envision the finance committee presenting different levels of expenses to the fellowship, possibly at an evening potluck, and getting an idea of the wishes of the fellowship before coming up with a final budget to present at the annual meeting, which by the way is tentatively scheduled for May 31.
Saturday, April 16th brings a “Healthy Congregations” workshop presented by Nancy Bowen, our District Executive.  The workshop will run from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with a break for lunch, provided by UUFM. We will be hosting visitors from the Glacier Fellowship, and hopefully other Montana UUs.  Nancy has a wealth of knowledge for us to draw upon, and she does keep things interesting.  Making connections with UUs from other areas of the state is always rewarding.  Nancy will lead the service on the 19th.  And, as if that wasn’t enough for one weekend, Ray Zimmerman will be putting on a concert at 7 p.m. that evening in the Fellowship.  Check out the poster, and the information in the announcements, and watch his YouTube postings. UUFM will happily subsidize members and friends of the Fellowship, so please don’t let lack of funds be a reason not to attend.
The very next week there will be a Compassionate, Nonviolent Communication workshop given by Veronica Lassen.  Try to attend this very worthwhile event.  Again, see the poster, visit her website, and do not let a tight budget stop you.  I look at this as an investment that will strengthen the Fellowship.
Coming up before we know it, the General Assembly is in Salt Lake City this year, from Jun 24-28.  Hopefully, we can put together a carload to attend.  I have never been to one personally, but have heard many good things from those who have attended past General Assemblies.  Please contact me if you are interested in going.
Blessings to all, Mary

April Services

April 5 – “The Historical Origins of Hell and It's Impacts on Contemporary Theology,” presented by Glen Moyer; Josh Davis, service leader

April 12 – “Living as a Hero” presented by Cathy Reich and Mary Nordhagen;  Easter potluck follows

April 19 – “Dancing on the Edge” presented by Nancy Bowen, Mountain Desert District Executive; Bill Flanery, service leader.

April 26 – “Roots of Intolerance” presented by Bill Flanery; service leader, Dove Flanery.

April Calendar

Every Tuesday, 6:45 at the Fellowship, Scrabble 
April 7, Finance Committee, at the Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.
April 8, Fellowship cleaning night, 6:30 to 8 pm
April 11, noon, Fellowship, vegetarian potluck
April 12, Easter Potluck
April 18, Healthy Congregations Workshop given by Nancy Bowen
April 19, Concert by Ray Zimmerman, 7 p.m.
April 23, Book Club, The Nine, Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court by Jeffrey Toobin, 7 p.m. at Barbara Cragg’s home

April 26 morning, deadline for May newsletter
April 27, Women’s Lunch, noon, El Cazador
Vegetarian Potlucks
Sue Eakins, 251-4554, is planning vegetarian potlucks for UUs  and friends for the second Saturday of each month, at noon at the Fellowship, beginning April 11. Call Sue for more information, or dig out your veggie cookbook, try something new and bring it to share.

May Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for items for the May newsletter is the morning of Sunday, May 26. It’s early because the newsletter editor is leaving the country May 29 to spend most of May in England, Wales and Scotland, back May 23. Please get your items in by the morning of May 26 so the newsletter can be put together Sunday afternoon. Send them to Carol Marsh at carolnhero@msn.com. Thanks!

Small Group Ministries

Spring is a time of new life, of new beginnings.  After the long sleep of winter, the world yawns and rubs its eyes and prepares for the excitement of another summer.  Here at the Fellowship, it's a time of new beginnings as well, time to plant some new seeds in hopes that they will flourish and thrive in the fertile soil of our community.  
One of the new seeds we're planting is something known as Covenant Groups or Chalice Circles or simply Small Groups.  These small groups or circles have proven to be highly effective in UU congregations across the country, as well as in mainline Christian churches.  The purpose behind the small group ministry model is to provide participants with a safe place for the forming and deepening of relationships with other members of the congregation, as well as a place for the exploration of meaning and purpose in our individual lives.  These two goals are often summed up as “intimacy and ultimacy.”
Even in a small congregation such as our own, there is all too often too little time or opportunity for members and friends to really spend time listening to each other.  As Rev. Jane Dwinell, Small Church Specialist for the Northeast District, puts it:
[A] Small Group Ministry program is different than being a

small group. It is an intentional way to deepen spiritually, and to really get to know a group of people. It is a simple way to become intimate and honest with one another, and to learn to care for one another in times of joy and in times of need – something that doesn’t always happen at Social Hour…. Small Group Ministry groups provide safety, and a quiet time set aside specifically for deep and intimate sharing.

Our modern culture seems to have decreased our feelings of connection to one another, our sense of community.  The requirements of modern life dictate that we spend the majority of our days isolated inside the little boxes of our cars, homes, cubicles or offices.  Small groups offer us a time to come together to intentionally reconnect and de-isolate ourselves through the practice of sharing with and listening to others.

So much for the philosophy, now what about the details?  How do these small groups work?  Here's a list of specifics, taken from the Small Talk Newsletter for small UU congregations:

· A group is made up of no more than 10-12 participants, preferably


6-8.

· A group meets on a regular basis, as chosen by the group, generally every other week or twice a month, for 2 hours per session.

· A group creates a covenant or set of ground rules that expresses how they will be together.

· There is a facilitator for each session. The facilitator can be the


same person each time, or can rotate, depending on the preference of the group.

· Each meeting follows the same format: opening words, check-in,


discussion of the topic through a reading and specific questions,


“likes and wishes,” and closing words.

· There is an “empty chair” – that is, new members are welcomed


within the limit of 10-12 people. When a group reaches 10-12


people, it splits in two.

· There is a connection to the church community through an annual service project for the church, and one for the larger community. However, not all participants have to be church members. 

· Groups may be formed for a limited period of time, or on an ongoing basis, as decided by the group members.

We will be starting a pilot small group ministry group soon.  If you are interested in joining and being a part of this exciting new time for our Fellowship, please contact Josh Davis at 721-0183 or email to mahankhal@gmail.com.

Share Your Gifts
There are many ways to contribute to the life of the Fellowship, some requiring a small time commitment, some a larger time commitment –  these are just a few:
Join a committee, team or task force: committees have gotten a bad name, but it often takes a group of people, whatever they are called, to get things accomplished.  As Judy Fjell’s song says “One of us can make a difference, two of us form a committee, three of us start a movement, and the world is bound to change.” Think about joining one of the following. Try it out for the rest of this church year, or sign up for next fall. How these groups meet and get things done will be decided by the members, so it can be very flexible. 
· Program committee

· Music team

· Participation team

· Finance committee

· Building and grounds

· Adult Religious Education

· Children’s Religious Education

A few other suggestions follow, or you may come up with something totally different:

· Sign up to be a greeter
· Come to Fellowship clean up evening – usually the second Wednesday of the month
· Organize a volunteer activity – there are certainly enough non-profits around Missoula. Pick one and sign up people to help.
· Organize a recycling center in the Fellowship. Take the recyclables to the bins.
· Help in the kitchen – get coffee ready, bring out goodies, wash and rinse dishes.
· Help with advertising of events and/or writing articles for the Missoulian.
· Help with services, either ongoing as a member of the program committee, or just for a service or two a year.
· Organize a social activity for the Fellowship.
One of the most cited reasons for becoming a member of a UU congregation is to become part of a community.  The Commission on Appraisal, Unitarian Universalist Association, published belonging, the meaning of membership.  As that report states, “Real community can only be built through hard and unglamorous work. Only by making a commitment to a community can we hope to build a community.” Let’s all work together to build this community into a strong, vibrant Fellowship.

Unitarian Universalist History Corner
 

On March  7, 1965, 600 Civil Rights marchers who set out from Selma, Alabama, on their way to Montgomery to urge passage of the Voting Rights Act, were attacked by local law enforcement officials.  Known as “Bloody Sunday,”  this event led Martin Luther King, Jr. to call on clergy of all faiths to join him in Selma. More than 125 Unitarian Universalist ministers answered the call, part of 3,000 marchers who then continued on to Montgomery. Three people were killed during the march, James Reeb, a Unitarian minister, Jimmy Lee Jackson, a church deacon, and Viola Liuzzo, a Unitarian Universalist layperson. 

Membership Survey

Every so often, it's helpful to stop and take a look at where we are and where we're going.  
Now is a time in the life of our Fellowship when we are seeking to reflect on what we've been doing and to consider what we might do to further vitalize and enrich our shared community. To this end, our facilitator, Josh Davis, will be conducting a survey of friends and members in the coming weeks.  This survey will, we hope, provide the raw material for making some changes and additions to life at the Fellowship, changes that will help us better provide for the needs of our members and for those of the larger community.  
Below are some questions to think about in reflecting on the Fellowship. Josh will be contacting as many people as possible in the next few weeks, so expect to get a phone call.  If you have any questions or would like to schedule a time to meet in person with Josh, you can email him at mahankhal@gmail.com.  
· What would your ideal congregation or spiritual community be like?
· What could UUFM do to come closer to that ideal?  What things would you like UUFM to do/provide?
· What do you like most about UUFM?
· Would you be interested in participating in a Chalice Circle (small group)?
Membership in Our Fellowship

Membership is a process, a journey.  We are all at different stages of our membership journey, both as individuals and as a fellowship. There are three broad stages for individuals – Identification, Affiliation, and Membership. As the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Missoula, we value people at all stages, understanding that some will never wish to pass into that final stage, membership.  We also recognize that for those who do become members, membership is not an ending, but the beginning of a new stage.
For those who are interested in becoming members of the Fellowship, the requirements are quite simple.  Sign the book, which signifies that you are willing to practice the seven principles and live under the UUFM covenant.  The covenant can be found on our website at www.uuf-msla.org.  Check out the redesigned website, it is a source of pride for UUFM!  Signing the book is all it takes to be a member.  To retain voting rights, an annual pledge is required, but there is no required amount to pledge. The Fellowship does ask for your support, both financially and with your talents.  The best judge of the extent of those contributions is each individual member. 
We will plan a signing ceremony, if needed, for either April 26th or May 3rd.  If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact the chairperson, Mary Nordhagen.  Mary will be happy to meet with anyone who has questions and/or concerns they would like to talk over before making a decision on membership. You can contact her by phone at 529-0857 or by email at mnordhagen@live.com.
An Invitation from Niagara Falls

Join UUs from around the country in Niagara Falls, July 19-22, 2009 

Come experience the wonder of Niagara Falls, including some great educational opportunities while being taken care of like royalty.  The UU Church of Niagara is conducting a four day UU Niagara Experience which is a once in a lifetime opportunity to encounter the Falls up close from every perspective. Spend four days with us exploring the rich history and natural beauty around the Falls. For information visit our web site : http://www.uunex.net/.

Free Online Books Available 
Alfred North Whitehead: “Religion in the Making.” These famous Lowell lectures were delivered at King’s Chapel (Unitarian Universalist), Boston, when he arrived to teach philosophy at Harvard. Available at http://theology.co.kr/whitehead/religion/.

James Luther Adams: “Blessed are the Powerful.” Now free online worldwide as part of the UU Harvard Square Library, are papers by and about the primary UU theologian of the twentieth century. He changed our lives and our liberal religions movement. In “James Luther Adams: Blessed are the Powerful” are words by his first major editor, Max Stackhouse, who observes:
 
“In James Luther Adams one finds the curious, and sometimes contradictory, combination of medieval saint, Renaissance humanist, Marxist critic, Enlightenment encyclopedist, sectarian enthusiast, and bourgeois compulsive. Yet he is, in many ways, a prototypical modern man, attempting to find, confess, and, where necessary, carve out a sense of meaning large enough to preserve us from the perennial idolatries and aimlessness that flesh is heir to.” Available at http://www.harvardsquarelibrary.org/JLA/.
The book, with a preface by the James Luther Adams Foundation, is also available in a paperback edition by online booksellers such as Amazon and Lulu.
